
They were the kids fresh from the backwoods and the 
farms and the tank towns of our land... young men from 
the business world of the skyscraper cities... from the 
mountains and plains, the Atlantic coastline and the 
Pacific slope and all the places in between... summoned 
up and thrown together to train in the South Carolina 
winter, and into spring... honed to a fine edge and thrust 
into combat on the far side of the world as a formidable 
fighting unit. They were the guys who did what had to be 
done, and what had to be done was just about anything 
you could think of or imagine.  

Maurice J. Eppstein, 
Colonel USAF Ret.  
Former Adjutant, 345th Bomb Group
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FALCONS
498th Squadron

San Antonio Reunion
November 1986

By Joseph Solomon

 The 345th Bomb Group and 
the four squadrons had held 
several reunions in earlier years.  
This was to be the first reunion for 
us.
 The amazing thing about this 
was that Iʼd be meeting my old 
buddies for the first time in 41 
years.  I just couldnʼt imagine what 
it would be like.  It would be an 
exciting and dramatic time for me.
 We arrived at San Antonio in 
the early afternoon of the 13th and 
were met at the airport by a 
welcoming group.  After dropping 
our bags we departed for the lobby, 
where we anxiously hoped to meet 
some of the guys.  Evidently we all 
had the same idea because the 
lobby was crowded with old 
friends.  
 Our squadron commander, 
Bert Rosenbaum, along with 
Mike Coloff, Harold Ponder and 
Carrington, our first sergeant and

their wives were all there.   I just 
couldnʼt believe how we all had 
changed.  Our spirits were young 
but the years showed.  
 After a quiet first evening we 
met some of the folks for breakfast 
the next morning.  It was good to 
be together and hear stories from 
the past 41 years.
 That afternoon we boarded 
buses that took us to the U.S. Army 
Air Base where we watched the 
soldiers march in review for the 
commanding general.  We were 
treated as honored guests.  As 
soon as the marching soldiers left 
the field, the high point of the day 
came for us.  One by one WWII 
planes flew over at low altitude.  A 
B-17, a B-24, P-40's, P-47's, P-51's 
and finally, a B-25 came gracefully 
by.  There wasnʼt a dry eye in the 
crowd.
 Saturday morning we all 
boarded buses that would take us 
for our visit to the Alamo.  Walking 
through The Alamo you could 
almost feel the presence of the men 
who gave up their lives defending 
this historic place.
 The entire 498th Squadron of 
about 100 of us were together 
Saturday evening for dinner in 
downtown San Antonio.  I 
recognized a good number of men, 
some I tried hard to remember.  
People change over the years.
 Mike Coloff, crew chief aboard 
the carrier Hornet, read to us his 
account of Doolittleʼs raid on 
Tokyo.  Sixteen B-25's took part in 
the raid led by Doolittle.  They had

Doolittle Raid B-25Bs aboard USS Hornet



enough fuel to take them to the 
target which was Tokyo, and land in 
either Burma, China or Russia.  
They inflicted heavy damage to the 
industrial section, and the raid 
came as a complete surprise to the 
Japanese. Most planes, after hitting 
their targets, ran out of fuel and 
crashed.  That day cost us all our 
planes and about half of the crew 
members.  Some that survived were 
taken prisoners by the Japs and 
executed.  Some were able to make 
it to a friendly country and 
eventually returned to the States.   
 At the evening banquet four 
squadrons would be together, with 
about 700 attending.  Joan Leslie, 
movie actress during the war years 
and the group pin-up girl, attended 
the banquet. We found her to be a 
lovely and gracious lady. 
 After the banquet, everyone 
said goodbyes to friends and 
veterans met during the week.  In a 
way, it was a sad time but we were 
happy to enjoy the moment.

ROUGH RAIDERS
500th Squadron

BY:  Kelly McNichols

 I always liked hearing radio 
personality Paul Harveyʼs program 
“The Rest of the Story”.  In case 
you arenʼt familiar with him, Mr. 
Harvey would elaborate on a 
common narrative and tell of the 
events behind the story.  Generally 
the show ended with a “twist” at 
which Mr. Harvey would announce, 

“And thatʼs the rest of the story”. 
Sometimes, one could see the 
“twist” a mile away.  Other times 
the story ended with a complete 
surprise.
 I enjoy reading.  In reading 
though, I want to learn something 
factual.  I really have never been 
much inclined on digesting novels.  
I want “Just the Facts” as Sgt. Joe 
Friday is reported to have stated.  
 My worst problem is that even 
though I read quite a lot during my 
slow time in the winter, I generally 
canʼt remember what Iʼve read.  
Recently, I picked up a book at my 
local small town library.  Even 
though I have pretty much 
devoured all the non-fiction books 
there, this one caught my eye.  It is 
Log of the Liberators by Steve 
Birdsall published in 1973. 
 Several times Iʼve picked up 
books which appeared intriguing 
only to find that I had already read 
them.  This book indicated it had 
been checked out to my son.  I 
suspect in reality, he had checked it 
for me, but I have absolutely no 
recollection of reading it.  It is an 
interesting read.  
 Through the years, I have 
become acquainted with several 
WWII service men that flew or were 
associated in some way with B-24s. 
In reading the book, my mind went 
to many stories I have become 
aware of through the years.
  Log of the Liberators 
chronicles the various Bomb 
Groups and stations which flew 
B-24s.  One such story was of the 
8th AF 492nd Bomb Group flying 
out of England.



Evidently the 492nd BG had severe 
losses and sustained heavy 
casualties.  My brother-in-lawʼs father, 
Don Robertson served with this 
492ndBG.  My brother-in-law, Dave 
found over thirty photos from his 
fatherʼs service.  Don passed away in 
1973.  Many of the photos appear to 
be photo recon photographs.  Most 
have the Bomb Group, the date, the 
altitude, camera F-stop information 
and the place name at the lower 
portion of the photo.  The detail is 
amazing in the photos.  There are 
some from D-Day, 6/4/44, which 
shows either Higgins boats or Ducks 
and men behind a seawall.  Other 
photos are of specific bombing 
missions including Brunswick, Politz, 
Milsburg, Saarbrucken, Bricy as well 
as other places.  The explosions from 
the bombs can be seen in some 
photos.  Don evidently had a MOS of a 
Draftsman, which coincidentally is 
what he became after the war.  Dave 
and I think he probably either took or 
had something to do with 
interpretation of the photos since he 
had so many.  Donʼs photos show 
missions of both 490th and 492nd 
BGs in the legends.  I found an 
internet site dedicated to the 492nd 
BG at:  
"http://www.492ndbombgroup.com" 
www.492ndbombgroup.com. 
 I have many photos from missions 
listed on the website in which they 
have no photos.   Itʼs the age old 
problem-not enough time.  Someday, 
Iʼll try to get the information to them.
 A separate chapter of the book 
entitled, Air War: Italian Style, the 
book discusses the role of the B-24 
with the Fifteenth Air Force in Italy. 
A friend of mine, Thomas P. 
McConnell, flew as a bombardier on 

many of these missions mentioned in 
the book.  I became acquainted with 
Tom several years ago when he was 
looking for information about his 
pilot, Glenn Smullins who grew up in 
my home town of Burr Oak, Kansas. 
 Mr. McConnell told me that if I would 
substitute the 464th Bomb Group for 
the 455th BG in Steven Ambroseʼs 
book, The Wild Blue, I would get a 
sense of the type of flying he did.  He 
said he was on many of the same 
bombing missions in which George 
McGovern flew as highlighted in the 
book.  Tom flew many missions to 
Ploesti, Blechhammer, Vienna, Linz, 
Moosbierbaum as well as other 
places.  
 In another chapter, Log of the 
Liberators delves into the roles of the 
22nd Red Raiders, the 43rd Kenʼs Men 
and the 90th Jolly Rogers Bomb 
Groups.  Many of you will remember 
these Groups.  I met a gentleman 
several years ago not far from where I 
live, Walt Seidel, who flew with the 
90th BG.  He was shot down once.  I 
need to ask him more about the 
experience.  
 One chapter of the book, Cactus 
to Kyushu follows the role of the Navy 
B-24s flying bombing and 
reconnaissance missions in the 
Southwest Pacific.  One particular 
excerpt caught my interest.  The 
mission was one of Lt. Paul Stevens 
with VPB-104 patrolling a sector from 
Leyte westward to Cam Rahm Bay, 
French Indochina.  Since I knew this 
is where many flights of the 345th BG 
were, I read closely.  Lt. Stevens flew 
to Cam Rahm Bay and shot up a 
couple of Jake float planes and 
headed back towards Mindoro.  

http://www.492ndbombgroup.com
http://www.492ndbombgroup.com
http://www.492ndbombgroup.com
http://www.492ndbombgroup.com


About 170 miles west of Mindoro, 
Stevens came across a Japanese 
flotilla containing several destroyers 
and cruisers. On December 26, 1944, 
Stevens radioed information of the 
impending Japanese raid to the Allies 
still on the recently captured landing 
beaches of Mindoro Island.  He landed 
his B-24 there at a short, hastily built 
runway to personally inform of the 
upcoming attack.  The Army insisted 
he rearm, refuel and attack the 
convoy.  In the early morning of 
December 27, 1944, Lt. Stevens flew 
towards the Japanese Navy only to 
find them being attacked by a group 
of B-25ʼs.  He also bombed the 
targets.  
 Since the story seemed familiar 
to me, I consulted Hickeyʼs book and 
indeed the 345th BG was there.  There 
could have been other B-25 Groups 
there also but 1Lt. Charles Smith 
flying a 499th BS plane was attacking.  
His copilot that night was 2Lt. John 
Baeta.  I called John and asked if he 
saw a B-24 there that night.  He 
indicated he didnʼt, but he 
remembered that being one of his first 
missions and it was very dark.  Smith 
hit something which exploded 
violently.  According to Hickey, the 
target was never identified.  Evidently, 
there was a lone B-24 in the air with 
the 345th BG that night because Lt. 
Stevens received the Navy Cross for 
his part.  
  The book Log of the Liberators 
is not quite as Paul Harvey would say, 
“The Rest of the Story”, but possibly 
more accurately, “In Addition to the 
Story”.  Many of you might enjoy 
reading it.

Information Requested

 

 Information about Sargent 
Frank W. Leach, gunner in the 498th 
from Danvers, MA.  He normally flew 
with 2nd Lt. Robert D. Best but on 
the day he was flying with pilot 2nd 
Lt. Robert W. Cutinelle their plane 
"All American" (s/n 43-33397-B29, 
D2) became missing.  They flew out 
of Nadzab on a recon mission to 
Dumpie onto Annenberg and Wakde 
on May 11, 1944.  Copilot Charles 
Knight's body was recovered and 
along with more remains. None of 
Frank's personal items were 
returned to the Leach family.  
 Sargent Leachʼs newphew, 
Tom Skinner is searching for anyone 
who might remember Frank.  Tomʼs 
hobby is antique bikes and he is 
searching for anything he might add 
to an original WWII bicycle he is 
outfitting in honor of his 
uncle....video, patches, pamphlets, 
pictures of his uncle, etc. If anyone 
remembers anything about Frank W. 
Leach, Tom Skinner would be 
delighted to hear from you.

Tom Skinner
starts46@yahoo.com
608-752-2111
2306 N. Parker Drive
Janesville, WI 53545

mailto:starts46@yahoo.com
mailto:starts46@yahoo.com


SAVE THE DATE!

October  24‐28,  2013
HOUSTON, TX  
345th Bomb Group Reunion XXVI

 Come experience the 
evolution of flight at the 345th 
Reunion in Houston, Texas, 
beginning Thursday, October 24, 
2013. The closing banquet is set 
for Sunday, October 27, 2013.  This 
promises to be a once-in-a-lifetime 
event as you move from the 
Southwest Pacific Theater in 
1943-1945 to the International 
Space Station then to the current 
Drone Program. 
 When it became impossible to 
coordinate a mutual weekend for 
this reunion to be held in New 
Orleans and have the war birds 
from the Texas Flying Legends 
Museum (TFLM) in attendance, 
TFLM invited us to Houston as 
their special guests for the Wings 
Over Houston Air Show. This is an 

opportunity we could not pass up. 
Veterans from the 345th Bomb 
Group will be honored as the VIPs 
for the Wings Over Houston Air 
Show. Our Veterans will be asked 
to sign autographs in the Legends 
and Heroes Tent. 
 As stated on their webpage,” 
The Texas Flying Legends Museum 
is here to remind our younger 
generations of the virtue, strength, 
pride and valor that each member 
of our armed forces carried with 
them during a time when our 
country needed them most. We 
hope that these pristine warbirds 
can provide a sense of inspiration 
for those who have not 
experienced war firsthand, and 
most importantly honor all 
Veterans, Soldiers, and their loved 
ones.” 
 The seven warbirds housed at 
TFLM are a Zero, B-25J, two 
P-51Ds, P-40K, FG-1D, and a 
FM-2P. Check out their webpage at 
www.texasflyinglegends.org

 Thursday, October 24th – 
Arrive in Houston on Thursday to 
enjoy this beautiful tropical resort, 
South Shore Harbour, which is 
right on the water.  Unwind from 
your flight and watch the yachts 
come and go. The hospitality room 
will be the center of activity with 
snacks, beverages, and tables for 
books and scrapbooks, etc. There 
will be a puzzle for those who like 
puzzles and of course a TV for 
videos and movies.

http://www.texasflyinglegends.org
http://www.texasflyinglegends.org


 The crew of the B-25 Bettyʼs 
Dream from the Texas Flying 
Legends Museum are offering 
veterans the opportunity to hitch a 
ride to relive the thrill and “peaceful 
solitude” found in a B-25! If you 
want to be aboard, be sure to 
indicate so on the reunion 
registration form. 
 The Texas Flying Legends 
Museum has hired a professional 
film crew to make a documentary to 
help teach why we are mesmerized 
about the sacrifices Americans 
made during WWII to make not just 
American, but the whole world a 
better place. The men fought, but 
the women went to work, dug 
victory gardens, and made untold 
sacrifices in everyday life. The film 
crew would like for the veterans, 
and their wives and widows, to 
arrive on Thursday so they can be 
videotaped for the documentary. 
The film crew will also be available 
for interviews and will be recording 
throughout the reunion.  Remember 
to bring all memorabilia for the 
videotaping and for sharing for 
viewing by others in the hospitality 
room.
 The 352nd Fighter Group will 
also be at the Wing Over Houston 
Air Show. They are hosting the 
345th BG to an old-fashioned Ice 
Cream Social after dinner. These 
brave veterans flew P-51s in 
Europe during World War II and will 
join us for some of the education 
sessions.
 Friday, October 25th - 
Breakfast is included in the hotel 
package. Guests will eat an early 

breakfast at the hotel and be ready 
to board the buses at 9:00 am to go 
to Ellington Field. 
 You enjoyed the Gaylord 
Texas Hotel in Grapevine. Just wait 
until you see the Texas Flying 
Legends Museum Hanger. After all, 
this IS Texas! From the moment 
you open the door, itʼs more than 
even the seven planes awaiting 
you. Itʼs a hanger on the tarmac at 
Ellington Field complete with a 
swimming pool.
 We will spend the day at the 
Texas Flying Legends Museum 
Hanger at Ellington Field, the same 
field where many of our veterans 
earned their wings. There we will 
feed your body and your mind. 
Never climbed inside a B-25 
before? You will be encouraged to 
investigate all parts of Bettyʼs 
Dream, inside and out. The 
educational session will combine a 
luncheon and a panel discussion 
comprised of legends and heroes 
of flight.
 After the panel discussion we 
will go back to the hotel to rest and 
change clothes, then return to the 
TFLM hanger for dinner and 
entertainment. The evening will be 
complete with a 1940s swing band, 
a mock dance competition, and a 
ballroom dance presentation. This 
promises to be a very entertaining 
evening as we journey back in time 
to a USO dance during WWII. There 
might even be a surprise or two.
 The Hospitality Room will 
close at midnight.



 Saturday, October 26th - 
 Breakfast is provided 
beginning at 7:00 am and we will 
leave the hotel by 8:30 am.  The 
departure time is firm as there are 
over 150,000 people who will attend 
the airshow and the traffic is 
horrific. Our buses will have VIP 
access to the Wings Over Houston 
Air Show and be escorted through 
the traffic gridlock. Do not even 
consider driving your personal car 
to Ellington Field!
 We will get to attend the 
fabulous Wings Over Houston Air 
Show, complete with zillions of 
airplanes from across the United 
States. At the amazing Texas Flying 
Legends Museum Hanger you will 
have a front row seat to the Air 
Show and a place to rest your feet. 
The Texas Flying Legends Museum 
will be providing a catered BBQ 
buffet. You will be on your own to 
wander the tarmac and enjoy the 
show.
 At the conclusion of the Air 
Show, we have a unique treat in 
store for our group. Two individuals 
from the United States Air Force 
147th Reconnaissance Wing at 
Ellington will give a talk about the 
Drone program. They support two 
24/7 MQ-1B Predator Unmanned 
Aerial Systems (Drones) combat 
support sorties which provide 
theater and national-level 
leadership with critical real-time 
Intelligence, Surveillance, and 
Reconnaissance (ISR) and Air-to-
Ground Munitions and strike 
capability. (Note: Thatʼs military talk 
for “they do really cool stuff.”)

 We will return to the hotel at 
the end of the Drone program. 
Dinner is on your own. We suggest 
that Squadron meetings take place 
in the evening. The hospitality 
room will be opened until midnight. 
 Sunday, October 27th - 
Breakfast begins at 7:00 am. The 
345th Bomb Group business 
meeting will be from 9:00 am until 
11:00 am. 
 After the business meeting, 
our buses will depart the hotel to 
take us to the Space Center 
Houston for the afternoon. Space 
Center Houston is the Official 
Visitors Center of NASA's Johnson 
Space Center. Lunch will be on our 
own at NASA. There are a zillion 
things to do so everyone will be 
free to do and see whatever you 
want just as long as you are at the 
buses and ready to leave by 3:30 to 
return to the hotel. The group tour 
rate is half price at $10.95. The 
Space Center Houston staff realizes 
how many activities are available 
so they have created a Group Meal 
Option. For only $7.95 you may 
choose from one of six menus for 
lunch. We suggest you take this 
offer rather than spend precious 
minutes waiting for a more involved 
lunch.
 The cocktail hour will be from 
6:00-7:00 pm followed by the 
annual closing banquet. Colonel 
Douglas H. Wheelock, a NASA 
Astronaut, will be the keynote 
speaker for the evening. What a 
way to end this amazing weekend! 



 CONCLUSION:  This will be an 
event you will not want to miss.  
Some of the planned events are 
truly once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunities. It is imperative that 
you make your commitment to 
attend the reunion early this year. 
The Wings Over Houston Air Show 
is an extremely well attended event 
and hotel rooms and buses are 
already at a premium. All 
transportation between the hotel 
and events will be by chartered 
buses with wheel chair lifts. To 
guarantee that you will have a seat, 
we must have an accurate count of 
participants as soon as possible. 
Thanks for your cooperation as this 
is critical due to hotel space and 
bus shortages for the weekend 
Wings Over Houston Air Show.
 The Texas Flying Legends 
Museum is honored to host the 
345th veterans and the widows of 
345th veterans plus their travel 
caregivers for all the events on 
Friday and Saturday. This includes 
lunch and the education session on 
Friday, dinner and all the Back to 
the 40s Entertainment Friday 
evening, and admission to the 
Wings Over Houston Air Show and 
lunch on Saturday.
 You are encouraged to make 
your hotel reservations ASAP by 
phoning South Shore Harbour 
Resort and Conference Center at 
281-334-1000. Remember to use our 
reunion code: 345th Bomb Group.  
The daily rate is $110.00 and 
includes a full breakfast for two 
each day. 

Here is another “first” for the 2013 
Reunion: We have arranged for 
discount airline reservations 
nationwide. Options range from 
solo travelers, duos, families, and 
groups of at least 10. For all the 
details, contact Ann Dennis,  
"mailto:ann@artatravel.com" 
ann@artatravel.com, 
800-678-2782, 972-422-4000, FAX 
972-422-2331, Arta Travel, 5700 W. 
Plano Pkwy, Suite 1400, Plano, TX 
75093,  
 "http://www.artatravel.com" 
www.artatravel.com. Mention code 
“345th Bomb Group.”
 Larry Hanna, 500th, is 
honoring the memory of his father 
by presenting everyone who 
attends the reunion with a T-shirt 
special for this reunion. Be sure to 
indicate on the reunion registration 
form your T-shirt size.
 We have also arranged with 
Travel Zone for affordable roundtrip 
transportation from Hobby Airport 
to our hotel for $45 per person. 
Other companies charge $46 one 
way. To make a pick up reservation, 
phone Al Austin at 281-326-8050. 
Again, identify yourself as part of 
the 345th Bomb Group.
 Come join us as we take an 
amazing journey of flight from WWII 
to current innovative aviation 
techniques! Your only regret will be 
if you miss this exciting 345th 
Bomb Group Reunion.

mailto:ann@artatravel.com
mailto:ann@artatravel.com
mailto:ann@artatravel.com
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BULLETIN BOARD

COINS
There are 20 of the beautiful, specially minted 345th Bomb Group challenge 
coins still available for purchase.  These coins commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of the 345th Bomb Group in Columbia, SC and the dates of 
overseas service.  
Please contact: 
Mary Roby, Treasurer 
410-563-1442
 
T-SHIRTS FOR SALE
Mike Buchkoski has two (2) 500th  70th Anniversary T-shirts for sale. 1-2X, and 
1-3X. 17.00 each and he will ship for free! If interested please call 505 275-3930.

STRAFER CONTRIBUTORS

Thank you to everyone who contributed an article, story or pictures for this iss
ue of the Strafer. We certainly need to keep the stories and history of the Air 
Apaches available. The next issue will be mailed in June. If you have a story or 
pictures to submit for the next issue please send in by June 10.  Send to Carol 
Bell, 205 N. Rambo, Dill City, OK  73641   or EMAIL  carolann3750@yahoo.com   
Thanks!

MEMBERSHIP DUES

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE PAYABLE IN JANUARY OF EACH YEAR.  THANKS FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION TO THIS!

    
IN MEMORY OF:  

   The  members  of  the  345th  Bomb  Group  Association  extend  our sincere 
   condolences to  the  families of our departed members and friends:  
  
   Ben Miller   29 Dec 2012  Decatur, IN
   Robert H Rumplik  16 June 2012  East Islip, NY
   John Atwood   29 Feb 2012  Pleasant Grove, UT
   James Foster  19 Jan 2011 Yanceyville, NC
   Floyd Jensen   30 March 1990  Gridley, CA
   

mailto:carolann3750@yahoo.com
mailto:carolann3750@yahoo.com


 345th BOMB GROUP XXVI REUNION, 2013 REGISTRATION FORM
October 24-28, 2013

South Shore Harbour Resort & Conference Center, League City, Texas
Name Spouse/Guest

Squadron

Address

Please indicate the T-shirt size beside names of the people listed on form.  Ex: Melvin-L Gladys-M
Adult: S,M,L,XL,XXL,XXXL,XXXXL.  Youth XS(4), S(6-8), M(10-12), L(14-16), XL(18-20)

T-shirt orders must be placed by September 1, 2013

Events and Fees Cost            #Attending Total

Registration Fee (Non-refundable) $50

Thursday, October 24, 2013
Hospitality Room open No Charge

Videotaping for Documentary No Charge

Rides for 345th Veterans aboard B-25 “Bettyʼs Dream”
Yes     No    (Please circle one)

No Charge

Dinner - on your own No Charge

Ice Cream Social No Charge

Friday, October 25, 2013
Breakfast at the Hotel No Charge

* Catered Lunch and Panel Discussion Education 
Session

$20

* Buffet Dinner and Back To The 40ʼs   Entertainment  $50

Saturday, October 25, 2013
Breakfast at the hotel No Charge

* Wings Over Houston Air Show Discounted VIP Tickets $20

Catered Lunch $20

Drone Education Session No Charge

Evening Free and Dinner - on your own No Charge



Sunday, October 27, 2013
Breakfast at the hotel No Charge

345th Bomb Group Business Meeting No Charge

NASA Ticket $12.50

NASA Group Meal - Optional $7.95

Cocktail Hour/Banquet with Speaker $60

345th Bomb Group Yearly Dues
Dues for Veterans and Widows $15

Dues for all other members $35

345th Bomb Group Challenge Coin - optional
These coins commemorate the 70th anniversary of 
the 345th Bomb Group in Columbia, SC and the 
dates of overseas service.

$20

*No charge for 345th veterans and widows of 345th 
veterans and their travel caregiver.

Total Due
Please indicate your Banquet Meal Choices:

  ________#Beef   ________ #Chicken   ________ #Fish   ________ #Vegetarian 

Please indicate any special services needed:

  ______ Wheelchair  ______Other - please describe ____________________________________

Make hotel reservations as soon as possible by calling: 
South Shore Harbour Resort & Conference Center

281-334-1000 and use group name “345th Bomb Group”
Group rates are only available until October 10, 2013

Please send completed registration form and check payable to:
345th Bomb Group Association

Carol Best Hillman
2904 Woodhaven

Carrollton, TX  75007

For Questions:  Carol Best Hillman - 214-499-6884

For discount airline reservation details for your city contact:
Ann Dennis, Arta, Travel, 5700 W. Plano Pkwy, Suite 1400, Plano, TX  75093

972-422-4000, 800-878-2782 FAX 972-422-2331
 Website: www.artatravel.com

For shuttle service to and from hotel contact 
Al Austin at Travel Zone, 281-326-8050

Reservations MUST be made in advance.

http://www.artatravel.com
http://www.artatravel.com


Making Memories



HISTORICAL INFORMATION NEEDED

 David Reade; a published writer and author, is completing a book on the 
history of aircraft that flew into tropical cyclones for reconnaissance and 
research purposes. 
During his review of all the 5th Bomber Command B-25 groups and squadrons 
it suggests that the 345th Bomb Group might have been involved in these 
weather flights, expecially the 501st BS.
 If anyone has any information you can contact him at:  
David Reade
P-3 Publications
Nova Scotia
Canada B0K1H0                               
david@p-3publications.com        

Name Veterans and Widows     $15.00

Address Others      $35.00

City, State and ZIP

Squadron Email

Home phone Cell Phone

Make checks payable to WWII Bomb Group
Dues are $15 per year for WWII 345th Bomb Group veterans or their widows 
$35 per year for all other memberships.  
Please send this page to:  Carol Best Hillman
                                             2904 Woodhaven
                                             Carrollton, TX  75007-5420

345th Bomb Group Membership Form
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PRESIDENT
Jim Bina (501st)
1386 Cranes Bill Way
Woodbridge, VA  22191
703-680-1057
jamesbina@verizon.net

1ST VICE PRESIDENT
Dennis OʼNeill (500th)
3269 Wendover Drive
Toledo, OH  43606
419-475-3304
djoneill@bex.net

2nd VICE PRESIDENT
Kelly McNichols (500th)
2256 80 Road
Burr OAKS, KS   66936
785-647-7541
mcnichols@ruraltel.net

SECRETARY
Nancy Mahaffey Frick (499th)
212 Harrison Point
Lexington, SC  29072
803-957-6708
nancy@bashlaw.com

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Judy Best Zurlis (498th)
2312 Silver Holly Lane
Richardson, TX  75082
972-231-2943
judyzurlis@att.net

TREASURER
Mary Sloan Roby (500th)
1916 Pratt Street
Baltimore, MD   21231
410-563-1442
msroby@verizon.net

ASSISTANT TREASURER
Nancy Ingram (499th)
700 Forest Trail
Cedar Park, TX  78613
512-258-3604
imgram.central@yahoo.com

HEADQUARTERS
Kenneth C. Gastgeb
2313 Crestmont St., #227
Norman, OK  73069
405-364-1350
kenseasychair@gmail.com

498th FALCONS
George W. Givens
806 Center Avenue
Pittsburg, PA  45202
412-734-5944
mairinthor@comcast.net

499th “BATS OUTA HELL”
William Paulis
172 Timmons Road
Chapin, SC  29036
803-781-5313
alpaulis26@sc.rr.com

500th “ROUGH RAIDERS”
Kelly McNichols
2256 80 Road
Burr Oaks, KS  66936
785-647-7541
mcnichols@ruraltel.net

501ST “BLACK PANTHERS”
Paul Van Valkenburg
3127 East River Road
Truxton, NY  13158-3109
607-842-6356
van@345thbombgroup.org

REUNION CHAIRPERSON/
HISTORIAN
Carol Best Hillman
2904 Woodhaven
Carrollton, TX  75007-5420
972-242-6936
carolhillman@verizon.net

EDITOR
Carol Mahaffey Bell
205 N Rambo
Dill City, OK  73641
580-674-3188
carolann3750@yahoo.com

Announcing   the   B-25   MITCHELL   ASSOCIATION
 We are developing the new B-25 Mitchell Association that will include owners, 
restorers, pilots, maintainers, writers, photographers and all enthusiasts of the North 
American B-25 Mitchell bomber. There will be no cost to join.
  We plan to publish frequent e-newsletters, interviews and photo essays about the 
B-25s and all variants. Every member will have an opportunity to publish a story or see their 
digital images published through our e-publications in our new Association. 
 Send an email to Rick Mitchell at remitchell22@aol.com if you are interested in learning 
more.
Rick Mitchell
Editor and Founder
B-25 MITCHELL ASSOCIATION
www.b-25mitchellassociation.com
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 ____________________

THE AIR APACHES
345th Bomb Group Association
1916 Pratt Street
Baltimore, MD  21231

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED


