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OFFICE OF THT INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
345th Bombardment Groun (M)
4P0 929

13 July 1943

Subject; Narrative Report of Mission FFO 180-F .performed by 500th
_ Bombardment Squadron on 30 June 1943,

TO * Commanding Officer, 345th Bombardment Group (M), APO 929,

1. Nine A/P's were ordered to bomb Bobdubi, Pilots assigned
to this mission ana the planes they were flying were: Lt Hochells -
051; Lt Latswiec~ 066; Lt McLean - 312; Lt Howard- 079; Lt James -
052; Lt Neigle - O54; Lt Anacker - OUg; Lt Peterson . 061; Lt Corder -
056,

2. Element of Lt James, Lt Naigle, led by Lt Howard returned
to base shortly after take-off due to engine troudle on flight leaderis

A/P, The remainder of the formation . Lt Hochells, Lt Latawiec, Lt MCLéan.

Lt Angcker, Lt Peterson and Lt Corder - tmrned back epproximstely 20
miles from the target because weather conditions, Around the target areg
visibility wes less than 1/4 mile with heavy rsin squalls and g ceiling

For the Commanding Officer:

JOHN D. HANNA
Captatn, Air Corns,
Intelligende Officer
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICE -
500th Bombardment Squsdron (M)

3U45th Bombsrdment Group (M)
APO 929

- 12 July 1943

SUBJECT: Narrative Report of Mission FF0181-G verformed by 500th
Bomb Squadron (M), on 1 July 1943,

TO : Commanding Officer, 3U5th Bombardment Group (M), APO 929,
=
1 YNine A/P's were ordered to bombd versonnel and supplies in
Kila Point Area. Pilots and ships assigned to this mission were®
Lt Hochella - 051; Lt Latawiec - 059; Lt Mclean - 312; Lt Dougherty-
056; Bt Ven Ausdell - 06%; Lt Mortensen - 04g; Lt Howerd - 079;
Lt Naigle - O5Y4 end Lt James - 061,

2. A/C piloted by Lt McLean returned to base shortly after
teke-off due to life raft door falling off ship. Lt James failed to
drop bombs due to inability to see target. All other ships dropped
their bombs on assigned odjective,

J. 8 x 300 1b demos and § x 500 1b demos were drovvwed on China
Town resulting in ane xplosion near jetties and fires, 16 x 200 1b
demos end 6 x 500 1b demos were dronped on Kils village with bombs
falling slightly to the West of the Target, 12 x 500 1b demos were
dropped on native village with a1l bombs falling in the center of the
target area. Bomb runs were made at 1035/K at sliitudes from 2800

to L4000 feet,

L, A/A fire was moderate, medium snd heavy, snd accurate being
on the level of A/C with s tendency to fell behind as bomd run was made,

5. A small patrol boat was sighted going into Lae Earbor at

1032/K from an altitude of 3300 feet, Two unidentified A/P was in a
dogfight over water between Lse and Salemaua.

For the Squadron Commander:
JOHN C, HANNA

Captain, Alr Corps,
Intelligence.Officer
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER ?\WLY“‘

500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
3u45th Bombardment Group (M)

APO 925
13 July 1943

SUBJECT: Narrative Report of Mission FFOl%2-H, perfcrmed by 500th-
Bombardment Squedron (¥), on 2 July 1943,

TO Commending Officer, 345th Bombardment Group (M), APO 929,

1. Nine A/P'a were ordered to bomb Defense and Trench Area near
Kils Point, Pilots end ships sssigned to this migsion were: Lt Dougherty
056; Lt Van Ausdell - 068; Lt Mortemnsen - 055; Lt Hochella - 051; Lt Mclean-
312; Lt Latawiec - 059; Lt Anacker - 079; Lt Naigle - O54, and Lt Corder -

053.

2. All A/P's reached the target and bombed their assigned objec-
t:ves. The bomb runs were made at 0923/K to 0927/K/2 at eltitudes from
U500 to 5400 feet.

3, 48 x 500 1b demos end % x 300 1b demos were drovped in trenches
end defenses nesr Kila Point resulting in silencing of AA position 1n

~ thet aree.

b, A/A wes moderete, medium and heavy, 2nd sccurate at svnroximately
the same level as A/PSs,

5. Lt Latawlec's.plsne returned with A/A hole in the right wing
on the leading edge between the fusilage and engine.

6. Seversl bombs were observed bursting in the bend of the
Francisco River st Logul No. 2 .reas, vrobably dropped by 493th Bombd 3q.

7. At Chins Town snd Kilae villeges there wes visible demage
from previous bombing raids.

For the Commanding Officer:
JOHN C. HANNA

Captsin, Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer
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OFFICE OF THE INYELLIGENCE OFFICER

500tk Bombardment Squadron (M}
345th Bombardment Group (M)

AEC 929
13 J"1y 1943

SUBJECT: Narrstive Rgport of Mission FFO 1870E, performed by 500th
Bombardment ‘Squadren (M), on 7 July 1943,

TO Commanding Officer, 3U45th Bombardment Grewp (M), APO 929,

oo

I, ¥ine 4/F's were crdered to bomb Kitchen Cresk Area. Pilots
and shinps assigned to this mission were: Lt Hochella - 051; Lt Mclean -
312; Lt Latawiec- 059; Lt Anacker - 0U8; Lt Peterson - 075; Lt Wallace -
053; Lt Dougherty - 056; Lt Van Ausdeil - 062, and Dt Mortensen - 055,

2. All A/P's reached the target and bombed their essigned
objectives. The bomd runs were made at 0933/X to 0935/K/7 at altitude
from 4500 to 4900 feet,

3. 26 x 1000 1b aerial burst bombs were drommed on the lower hplf
of Kitcher Creek from its Junction with the Bitot Biver. One bomb burst
on the east side of the Bitoi River. About one-thi#d of the bombs dropved
burst on impact. A4 rock slide was observed moving from Ficicers Ridge to
the Bito! River leveling trees in its path,

L, 600 x .50 calibre and 200 x 30 celibre M/G were exvended in

étrafing installations and ground below while on bomb run,

5. No A/A was reported,

6. One bomb was returned to bese in Lt Dougherty's A/P due to
failure of A-2 release to fanction,

For the Squedron Commander:
JOHN C, HANNA

Captd n, Air Corps
Intelligence Officer
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500tk Bombardment Squadron (M)

345th Bombardment Group (M)
APO 929

. OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

13 July 1943

4

SUBJECT: Narrative Report of Mssion FFO 188-E, performed by 500th Bomb-
erdment Squedron (M), on 8 July 1943,

70 : Commanding Officer, 345sh Bombardment Group (M), APO 929,

1. Nine A/P's were ordered to bomb Kile Township, Pilots and
A/P'e assigned to this mission were: Lt HoWard - 079; Lt Naigle - 054;
Lt James - 059; Lt Dougherty - 056; Lt Ven Ausdell - 068; Lt Mortensen -
055; Lt Anacker - CluS; Lt Peterson - 061, and Lt Corder - 053, '

2. All A/Pls reached the target and tombed their assigned
objectives. The bomb runs were made at 1CUL/K to 1043/K/8 at altitude
from 3800 and 6000 feet.

3, 23 x 1000 1b demos and 6 x 500 1b demos were dropved in
terget area, Direct hits were scored on large buildings in the center
of the target area; the gorget was left in flemes,

o " .
‘ 4, One 1000 1b demo was returned to base in Lt Howard's A/P
due to malfunction of bmb release,

For the Commanding Officer;
JOBEN C, HANNA

Captein, Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bomberdment Squadron (M)
345th Bomberdment Group (M)

APO 929

13 July 1943

SUBJECT: Narrative Report of Migsion FFO 190-C, performed by 500th
Bombardment Squadron (M), on 10 July 1943,

T0 ¢ Commending Officer, 3U5th Bombardment Growp (M), APO 929,

1. Nine A/P's were ordered to bomb the Malolo Mission Area,
Pilots and A/P8s assigned to this mission were: Lt Anacker - QUS; Lt Peterson-

061; Lt Mortensen - 055; Lt Wallece - 068; Capt Cavoli - 056; Lt McRean
312; Lt Howard - 079; Lt Neigle - O5Y4; and Lt James - 075.

2, All A/P's reached the target and bombed.their assigned objec-
tives. The bomb runs were made at 1018/ to 1020/K/10 at altitudes from

3200 to 3800 feet.

3. 34 x 500 1b serisl burst bombds and 216 x 20 1b frags were
dropved in the Malolo Mission Ares, Hite were observed in the village
east of the Mission and south of Asini Creek. No direct hits were made
on the Migsion building, :

4, A/A vas light, medium and light and insccurate at 2500 to
5000 feet. Bursts were generally behind A/C.

5. 650 rounds of .50 calibre and 150 rounds of .30 calibre was
expended in strafing during the bomd run,

b. 2 x 500 1t serisl burst dombs were returned to base in
Lt Anacker's A/P due to melfunction of bomb relesse,

For the Commanding Officer:

JOBN C, HANNA
Ceptain, Air Corvps
Intelligence Officer
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O™ "CE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER \Q\-F
»00th Bombardment Squadron (M) LUy H:
3U5th Bombardment Group (M) -
APO 929
_ 13 July 1943

SUBJECT: Narrative Report of Mission FFO 191-F verformed by 500th
Bombardment Squedron (M), on 11 July 1943,

TO : Commanding Officer, 345th Bombardment Gréuo (M), APO 929,

1. 3Bine A/P's were ordered to bomb Bobdubi Ridge gun emplacements
at 69.95 - 96,95 on Komiatum Mep, 1:25000 Artillery Series. Pilots and
A/P8s wseigned to this mission were: Lt Dougherty - 056; Lt Ven Auedell -
068; Lt Howard - 079, Lt Anacker - OU8; Lt Peterson - 06l; Lt Corder -
066; Lt Hochella - 05l; Lt Latawiec - OS54, and Lt McLean - 1312,

2. Lt McLean returned to b ase with bomb load shortly after talke-
off due to engine trouble, Lt Corder returned with bomb load due to
inability to find target. The seven remgining A/P's reached the t sarget
end bombed thelr assigned objectives, The bomb runs were mede at 1030/K
to 1037/K/11 at altitudes from 4500 to 5600 feet.

3. 3 x 1000 1b demos bracketed target. 17 x 100 1t demos were
dronped near and to the HW of the target but well within the bomb lines,
1 x 1000 1bv demo was unobserved,

4, A/A wes slight, light and inamccurate at U700 feet,

5. One U/I A/C observed at 10L7/KX from L700 feet falling in flames
efter being attscked by two P-29's over Francisco Valley near Selebob,

6. The element of 3 A/P's led by Lt Anacker became separated from
one another beczuse of weather. Lt Anscker wes attacked by one of three
vossible Zekes or Haps =t aporosimately 1O40/K, five to t en miles North of
Wau, at en eltitude of 8000 feet, Coming from cloud cover znd ovening.
fire immedistely, the enemy A/C made one nass at the B-2% from low 4 0'clock
end a seccnd and last pess from high 7 o'clock, vressing hoth attacks to
withinr 200 yards, The only return fire from the 3-25, which wes in a
climb at the time of interseption, was 30 x JO calibre rounds from the
left weist gun, results of which'were not observed, After the second
pass the enemy A/C broke off the attack and two P-29's were seen to
intercept two of ike eremy A/C,

7. mjho h nc versonnel were injured the A/P was badly damaged
es follows: several holes in right elevgtor, large hole about one fcot
square in the right horizont<l stabilizer (believed made by 20 MM
explosive shell), holes in right rudder trim tedb, holes in right rear
fuselage, left sileron cable cut, left landing gear mechanism damaged,
several holes in left engine nacelle (reesr), resr pert of upper turret
dome shattered, all dsmage being caused by the attacking enemy A/C,

Lt Anacker landed the ship at Dobadura where it wae left for revairs,
The crew wss returned to base at O9u5/K/l¢ by Alr Irsnswort,

For the Smusdren C ommender:

JOHN C. HANNA,
Captd n. Alir Corvs,
Intelligence Officer
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OFFICE OF TH:Z INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

500th Bombardment Souadron (M)
345th Bombardment Group (M)
APO 929

14 July 1943

SUBJECT: Narrative Report of Mission FFO 193-Gi verformed by 500
th Bombardment Squadron (M), on 13 July 1943,

TO ¢t Commanding Officer, 345th Bombardment Group (M), APO 929,

1. Nine A/P's were ordered to bomb A/A and installations at
McDoneld's Junction snd Sglamaua Isthmus, Pilots and A/P's assigned
to this mission were: Lt Hochella = 0OFl; Lt MclLean - 312; Lt Latawiec-
059,; Lt Howard - 079; Lt Naigle - 054l Lt James - 075; Lt Dougherty -
056; Lt Van Auddell - 068; and Lt Mortensen - 055,

2. All A/P's reached the target and bombed their assigned
objec¥ives, The bomb runs were made at 1035/K to 1037/K/13 at
eltitudes from 2900 to U300 feet,

3. 17 x 1000 1b demos were drovped on installations on Isthmus
and McDonald's Junction; 4 x 1000 1b demos fell short in water near
shore, 5 x 1000 1b demos fell between McDonald's Junction and Francisco
River; one bomd dropped just off shore,

_ 4, 40 x .50 calidre and 100 x ,30 calibre M/G were expended in
strefing M/G positions south of McDonald's Junction, apperently silenc-
ing them,

5 A/A was moderate, light and medium, and inaccurate at 4500
feet, :

6. Report of Taere Baker - two stecks in Semoa Harbor not
cofffirmed., Photographs revesl small barge at shore midway between
Government Jetty and Guinea Airways Jetty, and large barge (!) under
overhenging tree,

For the Squadron Commander:
JOEN C,HANNA

Cen tedn, Air Corps
Intelligence Officer
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CFFiCe IF T InToidlGinCr oFFLORE
S500th Bumbardment Squadron (i)
345th Bombardment Grou;: (i)

AP 929 JCH/rpb

:Li/ o ul:y’, lj’HB

war-ative Report of iission FFC 147-D, performed Uy Y50tk Bombard-
menl squasron (¥), on 17 July 1543.

Com-anding Officer, 3L5th Bomcardment Troup (o), A-C $2G.

the south ancre of

Six a/TP's were ordared to vomb the durp arsa alci.
samud harber. il ts and a/F's assizrne: to tr
i

Lt Dougherty -

»8 mission were:
i 1 Peterson -

05¢; Lt Yortensen - Q55; Lt Van Ausdell - LE6y L anaciier ~ 0L9;
ULl, ans Lt fallace - O53..

2. 1t Auacker, Lt Peterson, and Lt ~allace were unable to reach the tar-
get on account of the weather encountered and returnei tc fuce with their bomb

loads.
.ectives.

3. 14 X 530 1n
: e
A

The remaining A/P's reached the target ani boobed tieir assisned ob~
The nomt runs were uwde at 0%L2/Y at an altitude of 7000 feet.

denc voubs were drogped in the target area starting fires.

.
bombs fell in the water just ol tne sucre.

e /a was 811 nt, nediwn, and inaccrate well Lelow A7 leval.

For ine Syuadron Comander:

G Lo mhanila
Lariuai , Air Lorps
irlell. ence Cfficer
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE CFFICER
55th Bombardment, Squadron {1}
3L5th Bombardment Group ()
APQ 529 JCr/rob

17 Jduly 1543

Sublect: Harrati ve Report of 4isgion FFC 156-C, 2erforued by 500tn Bombard-
zent Squadron (3), on 18 July 1943,

To : Cowsanding Gfficer, 34Sth Bowbardnent Group (), APn sas.
L. One /P was “rdered or Armed ~Ratner Aeccu. Lt mochella flying 0S1
®4s assipned 1o this nigsion.

2. 6 X 500 1p dezo bombs we:re dropped north of landing 8irip in area of
ground fires neap Lrick intersect:on at Salamaua ( 13.7=55.7, Salamaua kap
1/250.10 Series). Results were unchaerved, Tig Somb run was made at 0915/k
from an altitude of 7000 feet.

3¢ A/A was slizht, liqnt and inaccurate below tre level of tneg i/C.
& 2 [ 3 /

4e In the vicinity of j'ubo 50 X .50 cal. fired as warning from 700
;ards in the general direction of 2 U/7 Afe avrroaching at 7 o1 oCK. Attacke
7 E / I £

-

i0g A/C peeled off apg wers identified as pe3. s,

T

Yor tie Squadron Coumvander:

-

staln, Aip Cerpe
ielli, erice UL ficer
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OFFIVE OF THE INTELLIGENCE GxFICER ;
) 500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
345tn Bombardment Group ©M)
APO 929 ' JCH/ jwd
al July, 19%3

SUBJ4CT:  Nerrative Report of Mission FFO 200¢¢, performec by 500€h Bomb-
berdment Squadron (M), on 20 July 1943,

TO ¢ Commending Officer, 3L5th Bomberdment Group (M), APO 929

1. Nine A/P's were ordered to bomb Madeng Airdrome. Pilots end A/C
assigned to this mission were: Lt Anacker - 066; Lt Peterson - 061; Lt
Wellace - 053; Lt Hochells - O51; Lt Latawliec = 059; Lt McClegn - 3le;

Lt Mortensen - 055; Lt Naigle - ‘054, and Lt James - 068.

2. The life raft oor on Lt Wallace's A/C came partly open when
within 4 minutes of target. He galvoed his bombs in enemy territory -
spproximate position five degrees, 12 minutes South, 145 degrees, LO.
minutes East - and returned to base., The remaining eight A/C reached
the target aree anda aropped their bombs, -The bomb runs were made at
1030/K at an dltitude of 5000 to 7500 feet, ’

3. 33 x 500 1b demo bombs ;bre drooped in the assigned area off
NE end of the runway. U4 x 500 1b demo bombs feil short and land North
of the runway outside of the target area, 11 x 500 1b aemo bombs land-
ed on and south of the runvway at the E end,

L. Heavy dlack smoke observed in terget area after bombing run

was completed,

5. S/A was slight, light and medium, inaccurate, and generally
below and behind the A/C/

For the Syuadron Commander:

JOHN C., HANNA
Captain, Air Corps,
Int:lligence Officer
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"Yaula Area.. Pilots and A/P's assignod to this mission were: Lt

"*-ffmmmwmummmmtouabiuwtomrtmrm-
' objoctiroa Buns were made mé/xumso/xmwwouhseomt. .

__&Opmdoutaidethourgotmamadlhgumarradcmmm A

omc:’ oF m xmmm cmcm
*ﬁj: 506& "Bombardment Squadron (M)
E 1) mm«h?;;t aroup (M)

22 July, 1943

Sﬁ:l;ject: Namtiu a-pm on ml:lon m 201, porfomd by SOOth :Bonbu'hnt -
Squdron, on 21 J\ﬂy 1543, : o

ro. dmnding Ofn«r, BhSth Bcnbardunt Group (H), APO 929/

1. Nine A/P's were ordered’ to be-b personnsl on road construction’ in

Dougherty -
0563 Lt Van Ausdell - 0683 Lt Mortensen - 055; Lt Anacker - 0663 Lt Peterson.

"= 0613 Lt Wallace - 079; Lt Boehom oslx Lt Latawiec - 059, and Lt ,m‘k ACRE

- Osl. _4 | .
2. Lt Haigls took off late, procesded to 30 milss b-ymd'm. .la
ation. The remaining 8 A/P's reached the target and bombed their assigned

3. zhxamlbmtmm(rmofvmmuumm were

300 .1b demos (4 wire wrapped) dropped in target area. 2 X 300 1b- dmtcn‘. :
side of Uindjim River slightly upstream from target. 8 X 300-1b: dstios - -

. en uat
(2 wire wrapped) dropped south of the target area near bridge constructiem. -

X 300 1b demcs (2 wire wrapped) dropped in camp area at north end of target.
X 300 1b demos (2Iirowrappod)mdroppoddwnstmrmurgotmc
bocmo ot interphone troubls.

ke & long jetty near the mouth of the Oori River (05265 11;5th) ro=
portad by two co-pilots and a large camp with buildings was cbserved nsar =
Garagassi Point (05308 - 1LSLYE) by one go-pilot. Bombardiers contend that

.500 1b demos should be used on this target dus to the heavy consmctton ot"

the bridges.
For the 3quadron Commander:
JOHN C. HANNA

Captain, Air Corps
Intelligence Officer
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: OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
‘ 500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
3L45th Bombardment Group (M) )
APO 929 : JCE/rpb

23 July, 1%k3

Subgect: Narrative Report on kission FFO 202, performed by 500th Bombardment
Squadron (&), 22 July 1%43.

To : Commanding Officer, 3L5th Bombardment Group (l), APQ 2%,

l. Seven A/P's were crdered to tcmb Komiatum Ridge Camp Area. 7The first
element of three A/P's was comuosed of 066, Lt Anacker (leader); 053, Lt
%allace and 06l, Lt Peterson. The second element of four A/F's was composed
of 07¢, Lt Howard (ieader); 075, Lt James; 059, Lt Latawiec and 312, Lt
Nougherty.

2+ It Latawiec turned back at U520/K when about ten miles beyond Doba-
dura or account of engine troubles FHe returned to base with 3 X 1000 inst.
demc bowbs. The rewaining 6 A/P's reached the target and dropre« their howbs
at 1018/K from altitudes of 5000 to 7000 feet.

. 3. Based on crew reports it is estizeted that bombs of A/P's reaching

. target, 18 X 1000 1t inst. dewo vombs, all landed in Camp Area on  side of
Komiatum Ridge. Crews were confident trat bombs landed squarely in tarpet
.area. leager photographic record was cbtained principally because of failure
of K-21 equipment. Six X-20 photographs show bomb hits but these canrot be
attributed with any certainty to our sguadron. An overlay to be used in cone-
Junction with Air Support Photo No. 23 shows the reported flig t linea cf the
two elements and tine beab hits whown LY photographs referred te alicvs.

Le %o awards are reccmmended.
For the Squasron Cormander:
JOHN C. HANRA
Captain, Air Corps
Intelligence Officer

1 = Incle

By



orRan,

SO L -

L DU

e

I

@ LT ANACKER'S
ELEMENT

.//
morMia TUM
L —

LT HowpMR D'S ELEMENT

OV ERLAY FoR
AIR SUPPORT PHOTO No.23
HOMIATUM RIDGE
CAMP BAREA
MISSIoN EFEO.No, 202
22 JULY 1943
5008.5, 345 BC (M)
PHoToS; 2oz (A) (1-6) KoMIARTUM
RiDGE J22[2/43/ 1015 k [ 312

LEGEND
@-BoMB HITS
PHOTOGRAPHED

/8



| >QQ
.'.; ' , V ’31897
T~ \C\ L Ty U2

iifl hMSS}OM {ﬂic”lf\/

OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron ()
345th Bombardment Group (M)
APO 929 CCC/rpb

28 July 1943

Subject: Narrative Report on Mission FFO 207, performed by 500th Bombard-
ment Squadron (M), 27 July 1943. : ‘

To : Commanding Officer, 3L5th Bombardment Group (M), APO 929.

1. Nine A/P's were ordered to bomb Kela Township, Target No. 3, which in-
cluded wireless station, hospital, billets, and supply dumps. Pilots and A/P's
assigned to this mission were: Lt Howard = 079, squadron leader; Lt James -
075; Lt Naigle - O54; Lt Mortensen - 055, flight leader; Lt Wallace - 0533 Lt
peterson — 061; Lt Hochella - 051, flight leaderj Lt Latawiec - 059, and Lt
Mclean - 312.

2. All A/P's reached the target and dropped their bombs. Bomb runs were
pade by individual flights of three A/P's on approximate heading of North at

. 0850/K/27 at altitudes from 7300 to 8300 feet.

3. As was previously reported, it is believed that LS X 500 1b inst. demo
bombs fell in the target area and that 5 X 500 1b inst demo bombs fell just
of fshore because of malfunction of the intervalometer on one A/P. Bombs were
observed bursting near a red roofed building directly W of the hospital, among
a group of buildings E of the hespital, and directly through the center of the
target. Photographic substantiation is limited to a few pictures from one K-21
camera. Some K-20 pictures were taken but study indicates that the bomb hits
shown or. then were not made by our A/C. The appended diagram was made from the
K-21 pictures. Crew members of the 50lst Squadron, attacking Salamaua at the
same time, reported seeing direct nits on the wireless station and hospital
(in Target KNo. 3)0

L. A/i was moderate, medium and heavy, and inaccurate from LOOO to 8500
feete. :

Se MNo awards are recomniendeds
For the Squadron Comianders: -

JOHH C. HANNA
Captain, Air Corps

' Intelligence Officer
1 - Incl. A
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OFFICE OF THE IMTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
345th Bombardment Group
APO 929 : JCH/rpb

26 August, 1543

Subject: Narrative Report on Mission FFO 236, performed by 500th Bomb-
ardment Squadron (M), 25 August, 15h3.

To : Commanding Officer, 3LSth Bombardment Oroup (l), APO $29.
Thru : Intelligence Channels.

1. Eight A/P's were ordered to bomb gun emplacements near Condor
Point, Bansa Bay Area. There were two elementa of L4 A/P's each: . the
first led by Lt M. P. Hochella, the second by Lt C. W. Howard., The first
element was composed as follows: Lt Hochella (051), Lt Mclean (312), Lt
Latawiec £059) and Capt Cavoli (056). The second element consisted of
I(.t‘!gt)ward (079), 1t Naigls (0SL), Lt Mortensen (0S5) and Lt Van Ausdell
TES) o ’

2. A1l A/P's reached the target and dropped their bomba and com-
plsted their strafing runs. Bombing and strafing runs were made at

. 0955/K at altitudes of from 50 to 50 feet.

3. Forty-eight clusters of 3 X 23 1b parafrag bombs were -dropped
over the target by the firat element. It is believed that most of these
fell among the gun emplacements. Twenty-eight X 300 1b demo bombs, L-5
second delay fuze, were dropped on the target by the second element. A
few bombs skipped and landed in the water. Photographs show three burst-
ing off shore. Four X 300 1b denos were dropped short of target on in-
stallations sighted by two pilots at start of bomb runs.

Le 15,650 rounds of .50 cal. and 2225 X .30 cal. MO were expended
in strafing. On return to base village area at Tumunum, west of Nubia
was strafed, also new Camp area approX. 2 miles S¥ of this village, and
huts at approximate OL15S 1LLL2E and OL275 1LLLOE, and on white building
half way between these two positions.

'S5, A/A was moderate; light, medium and heavy; accurate from lsvel
of A/C to 500 feet.

6. Photographs by K-21 cameras were taken from A/pts 051, 079 and
055. Resulting pictures show fog through out center attributed by lab
to chemical trouble. Possibly condensation on lens (planes descended
rapidly from 14000 feet) may have caused fogging. Three photographers
crom Fifth Combat Camera Unit were carried on mission and approx 265 £t
X 35 mm was exposed over target and subsequently. :

-l -



Report m 236, cont.

7. Diagrams of bomb runs prepared in quintuplicate were delivered
to A-2, V Bomcom at 2300/K, 25 August, 153 as requested.

8. No awards are recomwended.

For the Squadron Commander:

. | JOHN C. HANNA

Captain, Air Corps
Intelligence Officer
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER |
S00th Bombardment Squadren (U)
345th Dombardment Oroup
APO 929
JCB/rpd

Subject: Narrative Report on Mission 240-H, performed by 500t Bombard-
ment Squadren (M), 29 August, 19i3.

Thru & Intslligence Channels.

. 1e Four A/P's ware ordered to bosb and strafe bargss at Alsxishafen
#s a part of 12 plane formation led by Capt W. L. Eiaaire of the L58th
Squadron. Our element was lsd by Lt M. H. Hortensen and cansisted of the
following: Lt Hortsnsen (055), Lt Van Ausdell (068), Lt Maigle (05h),
and Lt Janes (075). ,

2. All A/P's reached thes target and dropped Bimds and oompleted
mglgm Bomhing and strafing runs were made at 1125/ at an alti-

3.‘mumwmmnu6rmﬁuw.mmmd
- Admosin and Sek Islands, as shown bty the attached diagraz of bomd runs.

be Arpunition expended was 7200 X .50 cal. and 800 X .30 cal.
¢. A/C which salvosd bosbs safe and the numsbsr of bombe: Kil.

5. A/A wss snm. medium end light, and aoouy inacourate above
tke level of the A/P’.o

6. One A/C was hit by gunfire, the suction line in the navigator's
being severed.

7. No awards are recommended.
Yor the Squadron Commanders _ \'

JOIN C. BANMA

Captain, Air Corps

e R
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STRIP No2

® - 14 x 300 OEMO. Bormas
RECORDED O PHOTOS -~

® - 7 x 300.L08. Derto.Bor1BS
OBSERVED BY ComBAT CREWS
9 x 30048. DEMo. BorvBs
D&oOPPED ON OTHER
TARGErs, NoT SHOWN,




. Subjoetc munmammw.wwm&
WMW(I),IW. 1943,

To ¢t Commanding Officer, 3LSth mﬁm (l). Aro 929. |

A l.ltld.n {059), Gel Swanmnack (669). and &tm (Ok8):s 2xd dmnt -I%
Nortensen (055, Lt Yan Ausdeld (035), Lt James (061), and Lt Gibb (O79)+ Srd
slement « Gol Crabd (517. 90th Squadren), Gapt Thempsen (516, mw,

, x.toup-r(m, m).ndztm(m.hmmq}. .

N A v-mmmptmmm;mmma
‘-oyhs/xtooﬂ‘%atmuum otlDOM. ,

. L 3e mm-mmmmumtmumwm
attached diagream of bomb runs. A total of 86 X 300 1b demolition bembs, L te 5
second delay fuse, were dropped en assigned and nearly areas. %en bemb hits or
neaAr misses reportsd on approximately seven barges in Bostrem Bay and &t west
shore of Admosin Island whers a large fire was started. mmutinmt
of approximately ten gunpits on tip of leng peint in
(this map reference and all subsequent are
to one mils). 8ix bombs dropped among buildings on shore of Militat Plantation
at 733348 and at 72.6-33.6. Ono barge of
strafed by several A/C. All targets and Alsxishafen Nission were strafed on
bosbing runs. Bigh column of black smoks was observed rising several hundred
foot in the air, believed from hit on dump on Admosin Island. Brownisheblack
m,mmgmdumngwlsﬂtnt,mnwmsfre-lﬁnw
th-llcndotatriplo.z.

E
i
it

bhe Atohldmxjwlbdnobublmnwumcutonmx
A/C # 059 = 8 X 300 dus to malfunction of bemd rack. A
A/C # 817 - 2xmductonlrmctdmdbubmk.

S. 8. A/C whose guns fired satisfactorily: 669, 059, 055, 068, 079, 061,
mon. A/C which had malfunstion of guns:
C# 222 - Two X .30 calibre waist guns fired impreperly.
f « Three X .50 calibre forward guns jammed.
# 5 -Bimx.sﬂcanhmmﬂrodiwr]:.
# « Thres X .50 calibre guns fuiled te fire.
# - One X .50 calibre gun failed to fire.
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. OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER . , 53@‘ 43
500th Bombardment Squadron (M) .
. 3i45th Bembardssnt QOroup .
APO 929 : . JCW/rpb
6acph-b-lg.19h3

Subject: Narrative Report en Kission FFO 2i7=General, performed by 500th
» Bowbardment Squadron (M), 5 Septesber 19i3. ,

To s+ Commanding Offiesr, 3h5th Bombardment Group (M), APO $29.
Thru ¢ Intelligencse Channels.

1. Twelve planes were ardered to bomb and strafe targets Ne. 3 and 9 in
the Markham Valley Area and the Narkbas Valley Road. The formation, led ly
Lt Mortenssn, was made up of thres elsments of four A/P's eaeh as follows:
1st element ~ Lt Nortensen (055) squadron lsader, Lt Van Ausdell (068), Lt
Baigle (054), and Lt James (075): 2nd element = Col Crabb (517) element lsad-
or, Capt Bochella (0S1), Lt Nelsan (312), and Lt lLatawies (059):t 3vd ele~
ment - Major Hagest (055) element lsader, Lt Wallace (Gif), Ospt Anscker (561)
and Lt Stooksy (669). . o

2. mmosmmwmmmmudum‘o:
mmammmiammummmmﬂumj&

" Nos 3, with the exosption of 2 or 3 single boabs which fell in the Markiaa
River just short of the target. Soms of the bulldings in this target are be-
lieved to have been destrayed. No other results of our bombing was obssrved
Only Lt Nortsnsen's element strefed Target ¥o. 3} tracers were seen entering
the buildings. Ons A/P strafed the Motor Pool in Target No. 9 and a thatched
building was cbserved to bs burning in this area. Markhem Valley Rosd and
adjacent sreas were strafed. One truck was reporied apparently damaged by
previous action. 11,060 X .50 calitre and 2,880 X .30 calibre ammunition
was sxpendead in strafing. i '
the

L. Paratroops were observed landing in in the
of Nadsab Strip, N of the Markham River. Parachutes wers seen in the
immedistely S of Nadsab Strip and in the clsarings extending NE to the
above Target No. 3. Many parschutes were also observed in the heavily wooded
area N of Targst No. 3.

.5.Ltoulofzhclmurs,6xzolbmmrowrudtobuou
follows: ' .
. A/P # 056 - 12 cilisters, 6 L 20 1b frags due to switch malfunction.
A/P # 669 - 12 clusters, 6 X 20 1b frags. Pilot bad been instructed
to drop on A/P 056 (above) which did not drop.

6. a. All guns on all A/P's functioned satisfactorily.



(4 «50 calibre <30 calibre
o | B = -5
htm ( o - 1,200 8300
( o5 1,000 oo
( & 1,000 2
fnd Klement ( y3o o *160 1
( o5 1,800 o
K- B s
_ %5 = 2
. - -
TOTAL ‘11,060 2,800

6. A/C which salvoed bosbs safe and the number of bombs: Nil.
7+ ¥o A/A was reparted. - |
8. MNo awards are recommended.

For ths Squadron Comuandert

_ JOHM C. BANEA

Captain, Air Corps
Intalligence Offioer
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (M)

APO 929 JCH/rpd
7 Septamber 1943

Swjest: Narrative Repart on Mission Fro 2L6-H, performed by 500th Bosbardment
Squadron (M), 6 Septesber 1943. - -

R cmm:omm,sﬁu:mgm(u),mnm
oru : Intelligence Charmels.

1. a-lnmummtommdmmmmzmmm 7
irdroms. The formation, lsd by Capt M. F. Hochella, was sads up of thres ele-
snts of four A/P's each consisting of the following: 1st element = Capt
'ochella (OS1) formation leader, Col Swannack (561), Lt Mclssn (312), and Lt
‘atawiss (059)t 2nd element - Lt Mortenssn (055) element leader; Lt Van Aus-
is1l (068), Capt Cavoli (669), snd Maj Hagest (056): 3rd element - Capt
{Lg;sd)mr (OL48) slsment lesader, Lt Petersen (079), Lt Naigle (osk), and Lt James

2. AnA/P'amchodﬂnwgotuﬂndnbuungmdlmmu

*020/K to 1025/K from altitudes of 80 to 150 feet. -

3. Sixw-fourXSOO].bdembmbl,htostonddohy!‘uuand)lSOO

" 1b demo bombs, 6 hour delay fuse were dropped as shown by attached diagram.
.Anbonh-fonmwtmﬁwmn«pﬁmdzxsmnm,,htoS

second delay fuse, which dropped slightly over. Building on the E side of run-
mttuondmbonmdtohawmmm. Bombs fall among gun posi-
tions, obeerved toc bes empty, along B side of runway. Cnly observed personnsl
was one man running on Plantation Road N of runway. Boub fell nsarty with un-

" observed results. Plantation and drome were thoroughly strafed.

L. A total of 3 X 500 1b demos, L to 5 second delay fuse, was returned
to base by A/P 075 due to malfunction of release.

5. a. No malfunction of guns reported.
be Ammunition expended as follows:

» E
561 2,000 300
312 1,000 200
059 1,500 300
~ 055 3,000 300
068 2,5m m
669 1,900 150
056 1,000 - 200
oL8 3,500 600
obh 1150 120
1,
075 1,000 e
* POTAL 19,200 2,950

-1l-
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Subject: Narrative Zsport on Mission FFO 255-¥, performed by S00th Bombarde

0 1 Comanding Officer, 345th Bombardwent Group (i), APO $29.
Thru Intelligence Channels. = o '
1. &mmmumamt:orms\mmdmpon_ |
Taroona fram 10°15'S 1L6°U7'E to Port Neresby. A/P # 053, flewn by Lt C.
C. Jm,cmmeutthhﬂaumq;;ﬁ“a . S
e cmuctmud.lim3/immwmmm'vg§pm___

O "-renshed Port Noresty. There ware mil sightings reperted.

L. ¥o swards are recommended. A
For the Squadron Commanders

JOHN C. BANNA

Captain, Air Corps
Intelligence Officer
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OFFICE OF T LRT2LLiGERCe UFFLCRL
S00th Bombardment Squadron (k)
345tr Hombardment Group
aPG 929 JCii/rpb

1t September 1943

Subject: Narrative ieport on Hisaion FFO 257-H, performed by 500th Bombardment
Squadron (&), 15 September 15uL3.

To 1 Commanding Officer, 3L5th Borbardment Group (), APO $29.
Thru ¢ Intelligence Channels.

l. Twslve A/P's were ordered on barge swesp from Mazada to Finschhafen.
The formation was led by Lt M. H. kcrtonsen aund was composed of three ele-
ments of four A/P's cach. The e¢lements were composed as follows: First ele-
ment - Lt kortensen (055), Lt Van Ausdell (055), Lt Ueer (222), and Lt Jones
(669)3 Second element - Lt Howard (079), Lt Gibb (522), Lt Haigle (OS54}, and
Lt James (075)3 Third element - Capt Hochella (0F1), it licLean (312), Capt
Anacker (0O48), and Lt Feterson (06l). First named in each case was element
leader. .

2. Lt Qeer (222) returned to base 10 minutes after take-off because of
gasoline overflowing. He took off again but bein; unable to overtake the
formation turned back at darilinan and returned tc base. All other 4/P's
reached tha target and dropped bombs and strafed on run from Jomba, South -f
sedang to Cape Jerhards, Southeast frox Finschhafen. Harge sweep was made
at 0915/E to 1045/X from altitudes of 10C to 300 feet.

3. Eipglty-five ¥ 300 1b demo bombs, 4 to § sscomi delay fuse, were

dropped on run alonp coast from Jomba to Cane Cerhards. Pllots believe thut

S barges anc 1 harce or small boat wers destroved as followss 1 at iur - 3

al (argassi Point - 1 at Arndt Point, and 1 barge or small Doat in Finsch
darbor. Villapes along coast Lhat were strafed or pombed included Uminu,
waral, Valalasal, lepsius, Heiss Point, Singorkal, and wab. Several fires
were sturted. a supply dump consisting of rows of yeliow drums in the vicini-
ty of Xaliko, east of Gargassi Point, was strafed with uncbserved resuits.

Le 4 total of 11 % 360 lu demo voubs, L 1o & seconu dela: fuse, were
returned 3o hagse s follows:
1t van ausdell - 059 - Gne 1 300 li bowb - failec to find suitatle

target.
it Gewr - < 222 - zigni 4 3U0 1lb bombs « See para. 2 above.
LU uclean -~ ~ 312 -« Two X K$ 1b bostbs - falled to finc suitaols
Wget.

e a@e Tre following gun malfunct. ans were rsporteds
AfP i 665 = Bipght X 50 calivre forward guns failec to fire.
8/P 5 O5L = fTwo » .50 calicre forward guns falled to fire.



FFC 2L7-H continuad.

S5« be. Ampunition expanded us {ollows:

Kl & 50 calibre 30 calibre
055 L,200 1,500
0c9 3,500 1,000
222 returned to base
655 30
079 1,000 700
52¢ 2,500 200
osL L,350 1,200
075 L,L50 Loo
051 4,000 700
312 2,000 675
OL5 2,500 3,000
061 3,000 100

TOTALS 31,500 §,608

c. Nil A/P's salvoed bombs.
é. Nil A/4 reported.
7+ ¥o awards are recommended.
. Fur the Louadron Commander:
JUHN . Halka

Captain, 4ir Lorps
intelli ence {fficsr



EFICH GF Thi IETELLIGENCE CFFRICER
500th Bowburdment Squadren (k)
3ubth Zoshardrent Group
AP0 429 olh/roy

16 Septewber 1Gi3

Subject: Narrative seport on Nission FFG 259-J, performea by SGCth bombard-
ment Squadron (M), 17 September, lvil.

To ¢ Commanding Officer, 345th Bomburdment Group (k), APD 929.
Thru : Intelligence Channels.

1. One B-25D-1 was ordered to drop pamphlets on the Finschhafen Area.

Lt C. #. Howard in 079 was assigned to the mission. Kis crew included the
following: Co-Pilot: Lt G. H. Praun

Kavigator: Lt I. ¥. Stepp

“nginesr-Qunner: S/Sgt F. %. Fllard

Radi o~Qunner: PVt R. G. Falker

Gunners Sgt C. ¥. Bromm .

Passenger: Pyt Slattery (F.E.L.C.)

2. Take-off was at OBO3/K from Jackson Drome. The mission was not
completed, in fact target ares was not reacred as interception occureed en~
route thereto.

3¢ it 15/% in vieinity of markbas Point as B-255-1 was approaching
darkhan River mouth at 10,000 fset on heading of 100 degrees, interception by
68 S5F occurred. First sighting of enexy Aircraft was by turret gunner, Sgt
Ge Yo Brown. He notified pilot that four SSF, probably iekes, were anproach-
iug from 6 o'clock atove. Pilot imediately started rapid let-domsn. Enemy
foruation flyiny close when first 8L¢ghled was seen to spread &s though for
attack. It is the opinion of the crew, hew:ver, thai no attack was delivered
by any a/F of this formation. The attack cauve from out of the sun. Cne SGF
whicn attacked from 2 o'clock missed on his pass and cume directly in sights
of turret gunner. A turst mas seen to enter enery a/F. Parts of cowling
flew off and 4/F fell over on one winy smoking badly. It was last seen in
rapicd descent ovviously out ¢f control. The observation was macde by radio
gunner, R. . alker and engineer gunner, F. %. Lllard. The latter was at
the walst guns. “his SufF ls claimed as a delinite, and should be credited to
GEb Ue e Lrown. o osplit secon! alter the attach deseribed abovae, the upper
tirret dome was 1LY oy & Second LF which alsc sttache. ‘row 2 o'clocik po-
sitlon. Turrer was shot offj the turret gunner rendered temporarily uncone
scious ©y injuries avout the head. Sy same atvack left vertical stebilizer
was il, & hole aboul #X inches in dfsmeter resulting. 4o other attacks
were rade.

& 1

we  beeausa of dard.e svstained o=z>i=1 proceeded 1o oboccura landing
thers ol 10U . Thw oréw war returnsc L Jacumin Lrome by another snip of

21 S lE . : 3.1 iy
the Luuaidren, eawaing rere ol 1LL7/%.



TEC 255-J continuen

5. No gun malfunctions were reported. Aimrunition was expended as

follows: 200 ) .50 calibre
1C0 X .30 calibre.

6. The crew made a very creditable showing when under attack. Particu-
lar comrendation is due the three M in the aftar positions of the A/B. It
is recommended that the Air iWedal be awarded 3gt Charles %. Brown for destruce-
tion of one enemy A/F aud that for the injuries sustained in combat this xan
also receive the Purple Heart. Ko other awards are recomrended.

For the Squadron Commander:

JOHN C. HANNA
Captain, air Corps
Intelligence Officer

XS



UFFiCe OF Tk InTeullGENCs CFFICEH
500th pombardment wquadron (k)
3L5th Bombardment Group
APO 929

Subject: Creait for Lestruction of snemy aircraft.

To : Commaniing General, Fifth Air Force, APU 925.

Thru : Comsanding Cfficer, 5Wth Bombardment Syuadron (i) .

1. Hequesi official confirmation for the destruction of one (1) enemy
aireraft, thoughti to have been Type "0O", in aerial combat over karkham Polnt
at 0915/K on September 17, 1943 by the turret gunner of the following crew, .
S00th Bombardment Squadron (M): :

Pilot : Charles %. Howard, Jre., 18t Lt, 0=792557 ’
Co~Pilot : George He. Breun, 2nd Lt, 0-6755L5
Navigator : Ira K. 5tapp, 1lst Lt, 0-665951

' Bugineer Gunner: Fred w. silard, $/5gt, 3L169625
hadio Guaner : Robert C. walker, Pvt, 13032937
Gunner : Gharles %. srown, 5/3gt, 6457351

2. ue ware flying alone enroute to Finschhalen area to drop pamphlets.
In the vicinity of sarkham Point, as we wers approaching the karkham River
mouth at 10,000 feet on & heading of 100 degrees, we were intercepted by six
t0 eight enexy buF which we believe were ueikes. The first sighting of enemy
aircraft was by turrei gumner, $/Sgt brown, who notified pilot that four (L)
zskes were on our tail. Lt Howard then saw the enesy aircraft slightly above
and at 8ix o'clock posiiion; we iLmuedidtely startec rapid let-down. when
first sighted, the enemy aircrai't were flyin; close formation tut soon spreaa
as though for attacke Aabuut this time one (1) Leke made & pass from 4vout iwo
o'clock which was from out of the sun. He was Iirsti seen by 5/5gt Hrown
crossing berduu our ship presumably after having missed iu 1S pass at us.
5/Sgt Brown, firing, the turret guns, sum his tracers enter the Leke, pieces
of the cowlin, fl, oiff and ithe ceke fall off on one wing smoking badlye.
5/5gt sliard, who was at the leit waist gun, and Pvt #alker at the radio, bLoth
saw the .eke yOil, QUKD BEOKilpe S/bgt Brown wus rendereu "hors de combath
almost imnewiately after petting this aircraflt by a seconc .eke attacking
from two ofclock. rire of this weke knocked off tne turret plexiglass domuee
5/5st Brown, injured about the nead, was daved aud bleeding profusely when
Pyt #alker pulieo nim out of the turret anc aaministered first aide Pvt
valker the:. toon over in tle turrst until rellevec a fen momenuts later by
/gt uiiarc. nowever tie speec of our ship in rapl. cescent anu the loss
of the coms uwue it impractical for 5/S¢t silarc te remain long in the tur-
ret. He stood oy oul there were 6o rore altacks. Tue ship was [owia 1o
nave & hoic &ypruxinately six iuches in dlaseter in thne lelt vertical sta-
biliser so ~6 wrocssusd 4o LODOULLA, .andin, there witnout Iurtler lncident.
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Credit fuvr vestruction of Enery aircraft cont.

8 s
Chadlbs . Husaal, Jit GEORGE M. BRAUN
1st Lt, air Corps 2nd Lt, air Corps

8 ' 8
IHA n. SThPP Flldi %o widARD
lat Lt, air Lorps 5/3gts Air Corps

8 8
ROZuitT Co Wadaist CHARLEG » o BROWN
Pvt, Air Corps : 5/Sgt, air Corps

1st ind. CEH/ jwa

B, SU0Th Blsumitvie it sigeslitui \ijp 4PU 92Y. 16 sepiember, 1943.
To: Commanaing, Ufficer, 3L5th Bouburament Group (K}, AFC ¥29.

le approved,

Lhmilii. Ko AT
¥ajor, air Corps
Comiaanding.

.



——

CERTIFICATE

This is to certify thati on September 17, 1543, while over Markham Point
enroute tc area designated in FFU 259=J we were attacked by two of a flight
of 6 to 8§ enemy single seated fighters, believed to be all Type *O®, and
that in the engagement one (1) ensmy aircraft was shot down.

CHARLES W. HOWARL, JR
1st Lt, Air Corps



FFO 262-X continued.

AéP # +50 calibre +30 ealibre
’W
312 2,500 1,000
059 1,800 1,000
TOTAL 25,200 11,000

¢s Nil A/P's salvoed bombs.

: 6. A/A was slight to modsrate, light to medium, inaccurate to accurate
froa 100 to 500 feet.

7. No awards ars recommended.
For the Squadron Commander:
JOHN C. HARNA

Captain, Air Corps
Intelligence Officer
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
345th Bombardment Group .
APO 929 JCH/rpb

21 September 1943

Subject: Narrative Report on Mission FFQ 262-K, performed by 500th Bombard-
ment Squadron (M), 20 September 1943.

To 1 Commanding Officer, 3L5th Bombardment Group (M), APO 929.
ﬂﬁ’n t Intelligence Channels.

1. Twelve A/P's were ordersd on barge sweep from Madang to Gogol River.
The formation was led by Lt C. W. Howard and was composed of three slements of
four A/P's each. The elsments were composed as follows: First element - Lt
Howard (561), Lt Kaigle {054), Lt Jamss (075), and Lt Gibb (522); Secend ele-
ment = Lt Mortensen (055), Lt Van Ausdell (068), Lt Wallace (669), and Lt
Jones (053); Third element - Capt Hochella (051), Lt Mclean (312), Lt Latawiec
(059) and Lt Geer (222). Pirst named in each case was element leader.

2. A1l A/P's reached the target and made bembing and strafing runs over
assigned area at 0932/K to 1012/X from altitudes of 50 to 200 feet.

3¢ A total of 91 X 300 1b demolition bombs, k to 5 secend dslay fuse,
were dropped along the coast from Madang to the Qogol River and on villages
inland from the coast. Jomba, Jabob, Bili Bili, and Urembo I¢linds were bomb-
ed and strafed. Hits were scored on bridge at 706-197 (This and all subse-
quent references ars to’Bogadjim Provisional, 1% to 1 mile) and on elevated
approach. Barge landing on the Qogol River at 683-126 was bombed and strafed.
Docks and buildings at 731-233 were bombed and strafed. Grass covered dug-
outs at Gorima and buildings and huts at the following villages were bombed
and strafed: Jabob Hamlet, Jabob, Amele, and Umum. One bemb was dropped on
the Madilon Flantation road. Supplies and M/G position near Gum River Bridge
at 708199 were bombed and strafed. A few bombs were observed to fall in the
water along coast.

Lhe Pive X 300 1b bombs were returned to base by Lt Van Ausdell (068) due
to malfunction of bomb racks. . .

S. a. The fellowing gun malfunctions were reported:
A/P # 053 = Four X .50 calibre guns jammed.
b. Ammunition expended as follows:

P# <50 calibre +30 calibre
05k 4,000 , 900
07% . 3:500 ' 950
522 2,700 1,500
055 4,000 850
068 2,000 1,300
669 3,000 . 1,600
053 - 2,000 800

-l -
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OFFICE CF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
3L5th Bombardment Group
APO 929 ~ JCH/rpb

2l 3eptember 1943

Subject: Narrative Report on Kission FFO 265~J, performed by 500th Bombard-
- ment Squadron (M), 23 Septeaber 1943.

To ¢t Commanding Officer, 3L5th Bombardment Group (M), APO 929.
Thru : Intelligence Channels.

1. 1Twelve A/P's were ordered to bomb and strafe persounel and villages
on the Yati River Track from Sagerak to karaisassa. The formation was led
Yy Lt C. ¥. Howard and was composed of three elements of four A/Pas each.
The elements were composed as follows: PFirst element - Lt Howard (079), Lt
Gibb (522), Lt Neigle (05L), and Lt James (075); Second element - Capt
Anacker (048), Lt Hecox (061), Lt wallace (669), and Lt Jones (561); Third
elament -~ Ma] Hagest (051), Capt Caveld (312), Lt Van iusdell (068), and Lt
Geer (222). First named in each case was slement lsader.

2. 41l 4/P's reached the target and made bombing and strafing runs at
0900/K to 0923/X from altitudes of 50 to 200 feet.

3. HKinety-six X 300 1b demolition bombs, L4 to 5 second delay fuse,
were dropped as follows; S at Sagerak, L at Rumu, 6 at Antigiwan, 10 at
Maringgusin, 6 at Ragitsuma, 22 at Wankon, 6 at Marawasa, 2 at Maraisassa,

1 at Ragiuspun, 1 at Warosien, 7 at unnamed village at 695-995 (this and all

ent references ars to the Amari Provisional Map, 1 inch equals 1 mils)
1 at 736-979, 1 at 610-040, and 2; bowbs wers unobserved. All the villages
along the track between Sagerak and laraisassa and villages imnediately
north of target were strafed in several successive passes over target. MNany
fires were observed and crews reportsd that all villages on the track and
Some nearby were burming when they left the target. A large dall of black
smoke rising 300 feet in the air at Ragitsuma or possibly unnamed village
(695-995) indicated hit on an ammunition or fuel dump. Light M/G fire was
silenced at unnamed village (695-995). First A/P over target received
light 4/G fire from Sagerak. This position was not firing on second run.
The misaion was executed according to plan and crews were enthusiastic over
apparent success. PFighter cover was sxcellent.

L. a. The following gun malfunctions were reported: .
A/P 079 - Eight X .50 calibre forward guns fired erratically.
A/P 522 - One X .50 calibre forward gun jammed.
A/P 0S4 - Two X .50 calibre forward guns - malfunctions.
A/P 075 - One X .50 calibre forward gun failed to operate.
4/P 669 = Four X .50 calibre forward guns fired erratically.



‘ FFO 265-J continued.

b. Amsunition was expendsd as follows:

079 ' 3)550 430
522 2,950 ‘ 100
o5k 3,650 1,200
o 3,000
o048 2,L00 2,300
061 4,250
669 3,000 40O
561 1,500 100
051 3,700 600
312 . k4,100 600
%8 3!&50 lpm
222 3,175 b0
* 0L 38,725 | 7,830

A ’Mﬁm&fwmmmtmlusdmmu
that thay were 31,200 X .50 calibre and 10,050 X .30 calibfe based on crew
estinates.

Ce mA/P'H salvoed bombs.

" : S. Ai/A was slight, light, and inaccurute at A/P level coming from
point at 695-995 and at Sagerake.

6. No awgrds are reccmmsnded.
For the Squadron Comsander:
JOHXN C. HANKA

Captain, Air Corpe
Intslligence Officer
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGEHCE OPFICER
$00th Bosbardment Squadron (M)
3L5th Bombardment Group
APO 929 . JCH/rpb
' 26 Septamber 1943

Sabject: muuun-pménmudnmzs'r-o. mhrsoomma-
A ment Squadren (M), 25 September 1943

To s OCommanding Officer, Mth,mtmup(x),m”%
Thru 8 Intelligence Channels.

1. 2welve B-25D~1's were ordersd to bombd and strafe personnel and -
mmwumw,umtommumum,m
slong south bank of river to Boparinpum. The formation was lsd Yy Capt L.
B+ Anacker, and was composed of three elsments af four A/P's sach as follows:
First element ~ Capt Anacker (0Li8), Lt Pecax (061), Lt Wallaos (665), and It
Jones ésag; 8econd element ~ Lt Van Avsdell (068), Lt Mslsan (312), Lt Iat-
awieo (059), aod Lt Oser (056)) Third element - Lt Howsrd (079), Lt Gibb
- (522), Lt maigls (OSh), and Lt James (O7S). :

2. Kleven A/P's took off at 0B35/K and prooweded with 12 A/P's of the
" 498th Posb Squadren to Marilinan, thence direstly to target. Two bombing
and strafing runs were made each from SE to MW between 1O0L/X and 10h5/X

. from altitudes of 50 to 300 feet. Squadron rally wes at ¥arilinan whenoce

formation returned directly to base, last A/P landing at 1210/X. One A/P
which took off at 0847/K, developed engine trouble and returned to bass at
O943/K without resching target. Weather at target was CAVU with scattered
cumulus olouds being reperted between Marilinan and base. ’

3« Eighty-eight X 300 1b demolition bombs, 4 to 5 ssoond delay fuss,
were dropped as follows: 16 on Maringgusin; 9 on unnased village at 695-
”S(tmmmmmntntommmwmm&p,lmchm
1 mile); 15 on Ragitsuma; 15 on Wankonj 7 on Marswasaj 3 on Rumuj 3 en
Antigiwan; 3 near Gusap (one hit in village and 2 in wooded area 3 miles
south of village)s and 8 were uncbserved. Villages along the track from
mgmmuowmthmghlyaw.denbothpumumm
other nearby villages. Several horses picketed along the cresk bed direct-
bsouthoflriﬁmOr«k(SnMiPrw.hp,l'toluh),light-dby
one crew making first pass, were strafed by this crew on sscand pess over
target. Ruts in ssversl villages were left burning. Ten to twelvs fires
were reported including 2 at Maringgusin, 1 at 695-995. A large gress fire
up the Ramu River Valley in vicinity of 059,513 1L5%30'E was observed.

he 4 fie1d plece believed to be a 75 MM gun at 06%05'S 1L6%03'% was
seen by one crewj gun was not firing. One medium A/A position at 06902t
145°S51E, was also reported ty same arew. Fightar cover was good. The
mission was executed generully according to plan, but some crews consider-
ed the target too axtended for effactive action.

_;-



EZ 3,50 0,72

| Thess figures differ from those in fizal aisaten Tepord

i , - in that. they were 30,600 X .50 ealibres and 10,500 X 30 .
i IR unm-’uudencrwmm. ' ‘

@« Hil A/P's salvoed bombe.

s.‘mxmnm-m,husummm,mm
umwzxm(m)mm«wmmtmumm.

6. Only ene srew reported A/A. It was deseribed nlnght,udin
and inacourate above level of A/P. ' ) :

T+ No awards are recommendsd.
' Yor the Squadron Comsanders

&*

JOHH C. HARNA
Captain, Air Corps
Intelligence Officer
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGEHCE OFFICER
500th Bembardment Squadron (X)
3k5th Bombardsent Group
APG 929 JCH/rpb

28 Septeaber 1%43

Subject: HNarrative Report on Mission FFO 269~J, performed by S0Oth Bombard-
ment Squadron, 27 September 1543,

T0 ¢ Commanding Officer, 3L5th Bombardment Group (M) AAP, APO $25.
Thrz : Intelligence Channels.

1. Twelve B~25D-1's were ordered to bomb and strafe grounded airplanes
at Boram Strip and A/A positions at Wewak Strip. The formation was led by
Capt N. F. Hochella and was composed of three slements of four A/P's each as
follows: First element - Capt Hochella (051), Lt licLean (312), Lt Latawiec
(059), and Lt Stooksy (561); Second elsment - Lt C. ¥. Howard (079), Lt
Gibb (056), Lt Raigls (05L), and Lt James (075); Third element - Capt Ane
acker (OL3), Lt Hecox (0G1), Lt ®allace (669), and Lt Jones (053).

2. Twelve B~-25D-1's tock off at 0800/X and proceeded with 458th and
L97th Boub Squadrons tc Dena 5Sena whers rendesvous was made with 38th Bomb
Group and 3rd Attack Group and pursuits at 0930/K at 8000 feet. Leaving Bena
Bena at two minuie intervals the Groups, 38th Bomb Group leading, 3rd Attack
Group second, and 345th Bowb Group third, flew directly to Karamambo Lake and
thence to respective targets. Our twelve 4/P's, flying in second place be-
hind 496th leading, formed in line abreast for run cver target. Bombing and
strafing run on Boram Strip and dispersal areas was zade at 1058/K at an alt-
itude of approx 100 feet. Lsaving target squadron returned by way of Kravel
Bay and Bena Bena, thence to Jackson Drome, the last A/P landing at 1335/K.
reather enrcute to target and back to base waz good with ceiling of 10,000
feet., Visibility over target was unlimited.

3. Twelve i/P's in line abreast made bombing and strafing runs from
east to west covering Boram Strip and dispersal areas, where 135 clusters
3 X 23 1b parafrags were dropped. Four clusters 3 X 23 1b parafrags wers
dropped among buildings in fission in the southern part of Wewak dispersal
area, starting fires. One Betty on the west end of Boram Strip and two
S°F in northeast dispersal area were hit by bombse One transport, believed
to be a Tess, was set on fire on west end of Boram Strip. Tracers were ob-
served entering a truck and A/¥'s on atrip and in revetments. Several fires
werc staried, one ;rowing in intensity in the northeast cormer of Boram
dispersal area. Bombs were observed falling among several Sallies, north of
center of atrip. Fuel dump west of Boram Strip was strafed as were gun po-
8iticns between Boram and ¥ewalk Strips. One Sugar Charlie at 03%29rs 14,3°
37'E was thoroughly strafed by several A/P's and one crew reported seeing
smoke from cabin. Hombing and strafing was carrisd out as shomm by the
attachec diagram. Photographs ware taken of bombing and strafing.

ke One Tony, three .ekes and two Cscars attacked five of our A/P's at

10L5/X to 00/ over wewak ani Ba; at 100 to 300 feste No damage resulted
from their feeble attaciks, which were made =8 follows: One anamy A/P attacked

-l-



FFO 269=~J continued.

from below and aheadj one attacked from 6 o'clock; another from 2 otclock;
and two mads passes from opposite sides, one slightly ahead of the other.
Our evasive action consisted of rapid change of ‘course and altitude. One
Zeke was hit by fire from one of our A/P's and was seen to fall off on one
wing smoking and is claimed as damaged.

S. The radioman in one A/P died enroute to base from wounds caused by
M/G fire over target. Four A/P's were damaged as follows: One A/P re-
ceived a small hole in the left engine nacells forward of the wing; one ship
was hit by shrepnel in the turret, right engine nacelle and forward part of
the fuselage; the pilot's windshield on one A/P was cracked by ground fire,
and the left side of a fourth A/P was punctured by several N/G bullets.

6. The following enemy A/P's were observed on the ground: Ten SSF
and one U/I A/P, some of which wers damaged, in the ME dispersal areaj one
serviceable Betty and two unserviceable SSF in the middls of the north edge
of punwayj one damaged SSF in the southwest part of dispersal areaj ane
wrecked Zeke, one transport and one Betty on the west end of the rumway;
three SSF covered with grass in the exgreme west end of the rumway; thres
serviceabls Zekes in the new dispersal area west of old area; five service-
able camouflaged SSPF in northwest dispersal area near the ccastj eight
Sallies in area north of center of stripj two Betty's in the middls of east
side of Mewak Strip. Crews reported several total wrecks were scattered
around the revetment and diapersal areas. Other sightings were as follows:
One B~25 crashed in the water at 03°26's 143°35'8 at 1058/X. A very large
fire was reported at 0392L's 143935'E. Three U/I small boats wers observed
at 039271s 143°36'E. One Sugar Charlie was sighted and strafed by several
crews at 03929ts 143%37'2. Pour barges were observed in cove north of Wom
and two on shore at Srandi Ptn.

7. a. Pollowing gun malfunctions were reported:

A/P # 079 - FEight forward .50 calibres failed to fire due to lack
of sufficient current to cperate guns and nose camera
sismultanecusly. A test burst was fired befors reach-
ing target accounting for 100 rounds below.’

b. Ammunition expended.

A/P § «50 calibre «30 calibre
051 2,300 500
312 1,250 8s0
oz2 3,055 800
551 3;555 —
079 100 500
056 2,350 S0
054 2,850 500
075 2,280 1,200

- 0L8 1,300 Loo
061 2,L80 1,500
665 2,475 500
053 3,175 1,000

# TOTAL 27,270 7,800
- 2 -
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OFFICE COF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
345th Bombardment Group
AP0 929 JCH/rpb

1L Cotober, 1943

Subjects Harrative Report oo Mission FFO 204~AA parformed by 500th Bombard-
mﬁm(ﬂ,umgw. A

to - : Comsanding Officer, 3L5th Bombardment Oroup (k) AkFs APO 929.

1. Twelve B-25D-1's of this squadron were crdered to bomb and strafe
vunakansu airdrome, part of an attacking force which comprised four squadrons
of the 345th Bomb Group and two squadrons of the 3uth Bomb Group. Cover was
providad by three squadrons of P-38's of the L75th Figbter Group, one squad-
ron+as:top Cover and one squadron at each flank. The attack was cocrdinated
with an attack on Rapopo Airdroms bty & force consiating of three squadrons of
B-25's froa the 3rd Attack Group and ons squadron of Beaufighters from the.
9th Operaticnal Group. * :

2. The squadrori had proceeded from Jackson Droms to Horanda Strip at
Dobodura October 11. &t 0800/L, 12 QOotober, Capt kichael F. Hoohella led
take-off. Four elsments of three planes oach were made up &s follows: Capt
Hochella (051), Lt Mclsan (312), and Lt Latawiec (059)} Lt Roward (079), Lt
Gibb (522), and Lt Jamss (075); Lt lortensen (055), Lt Geer (222), and Lt
Van Ausdell (068); Capt Anacier (OLS), Lt Peterson (061), and Lt Wallace
(659). 1n dimmond formation of V's the squadron asde rendesvous with other
units of the attacking force at Oro Bay, leaving there at 0822/L. Lt late~-
wiec (059) left ihs formation at 0955/L becuuse of electrical system failure
which rendered guns and twrret inoperdtive; he landed without incident at
Kiriwina Islande rroceeding to the vicinity of Wids Eay on the eastara shore
of Northern New Eritain the attacking foroes followed ths coast northward.
At 1033/L near the harangoi River the Vunakanau force turned inlamd.
Assuming line abreast format.on behind the other three squadrons of ths Group
our squadran hit the Vunakanau urome at 1030/L, bombing and strafing from
mintmum altitude on an approximate course of 330 dsgrees. <

3. Cne bundred twenty four clusters of 6 X 23 pound parafrag bombs
(& total of 7Ll single bombs) were droyped on the target and 36,000 X .50
c.libre and ¥,600 X .30 calibre was expended in strafing the target and in
subsequent fight with enemy planes. Bombs fell in &ll dispersal areas, on
the personusl ares in the sortnern Plantation, near second “Garden Plot” and
in the Southern Plantation. Six petty bombers were observed to have been
‘nit and it 18 claimed tuey wers destroyed. Two Betty bombers were believed
to have been badly damaged by near XXXl misses. (ne Helen bomber with en-
gj:manmnmgmhitmdhttbuningmrthesouthmdozmmmy. It
isverylikelywatavmlmplamsonthedrmuredmgodbyour
bombs and strafing but it was impoasibie to observe results. As a result of
bozb hits mear "Garden Plot* black smoke rising to approximately 1000 fest
#as observed. Thare were several fires and much black smoke throughout the
area. Photographs taken by K-20 and E-21 cameras show many bombs falling in
bomuer revetments, sose directly on planes. The photographs also show much
suoke rising from several [ires in the target area. Thirty-five mm novie
£iim ras yet 10 be aevelopeds ‘

-l-



F¥O 28L=-AA continued

L. Although four of our i4/P's came back with holes from A/A, the i/
fire was generally regarded as moderats and mostly inaccurate. It was much
less than was anticipated. '

Se¢ 4Alawost immediately after leaving target we wers intercepted by an
estimated 6 Zekes and 6 Haps, there may have been mors. Our planes wers
then flying a course of 200 degrees becoming approximately 150 degrees at
an altitude of 150 to 300 feet above terrain. Attacks ware made against
our airplanes in & running fight from 10LO to 1055/L ccemencing midway be-

" tween Vunakanau and Keravat Airdromes and continueing until Wide Bay was

reached. Approximatsly 2 passes were mads, the majority from tbs 6

o'clock position just off the rudders, but the attacks were weak and in~
sffective. The crews eredit the tail guns as principally responsible for
the ensmy's shallow attacks. In the course of the combat our gunners shot
down one Hap and two Lekesj two additional Zeles are claimed as probably

-destrqyed. The intercepting fightars probably came froa the Tobere Drome

as fighters wers observed taking off from thers as our formetion passed
nearhy enrcute to target. ie suffered no casualties from the combat al-

_though ans A/P had mmercus holes received from the ensay fighters.

6. The return to base, after leaving Wide Bay, was to Kiriwina Is-
land, thencs to (ro Say, the rally point. The distance enroute to target
was approximately 455 miles, the length of return route, L850 miles. XNine
of our planes had landed Wy 1320/L. ?wo airplanes which went in at Kiri-
wina for refueling because of failure of fuel system from turret tanks
reached Horenda at 1li20/L. One A/P which failed to reach target landing
at Kiriwina Island because of elsotrical system failure returned to Horands
M/L,Bmo -

7« Two clusters, 6 X 23 1b parafrag bombs were jettisoned in the water
enrouts to bese by two airplanes when crews learned that they had not been
toggled out over the target.

8. Scatiered cumilus cloucs were encountered at 1500 feet sanroute to
target with rain squalls about 200 miles from Rabaul on rsturn to bass.
Visibility over the target was unlimited. .

§. One 5~25 coming in over the target behind our forwmation was seen
burning on the rignt side but crews reportsd that strafing and bomb dropping
was continued throughout run by this 4/P. It was later observed to go down
in the vicinity of Vunarima Mission (565-420 Rabaul Special kap, 1 inch to
one mile). Une seke atiacking this crippled plane was seen shot down Yy a
P-38. A possible amsunition dump was sighted at §OL=-206 (Rabaul Spec., 1
inch to 1 mile). At 1030/L from 2000 fest ons probable patrol boat was seen
approaching the shore above Kugsn harbor. Five Zekes and one Val were ob~
served taking off Tobera Drome at 1035/L. Aan estirated 15 to 20 T/8 boabers
were observed on Vunskanau Irome at time of attack and cne crew reported
seeing & T08s on the drome.



FFO 284-44 continued.

10. a. Mo gun mlfunctions were reported.
b. Asmsunition expended as followss:

é[? g ' 50 calibre 30 calibre
05l o : :
312 , 13,000 s 1,100
059 : Falled to reach target
079 2,800 : 1,500
522 2,600 1,200
075 3,400 200
055 . L,000 1,500
222 ‘ 3,800 600
068 3,000 : 1,100
o8 3,100 . koo
061 ’ '3)°w llom
669 | » 2,000 ) 1,000

TO0TAL 36,000 : ‘ 9,600

' 1l. ﬁmﬁmmnnmafwmmu,s/sadohnb
Murphy, 5/Sgt Michael R. Korcsynski, and Pyt Jonas R. Neimer who sach
destroyed ons enexy fighter in aerial combat.

12. The ensmy was undoubtedly taien by surprise else more of his
planes would have been air borne. This was decidedly a contributing factor
to the success of the mission. It explains also why the first three squad~
rons encountered nil interception. The direction of our attack on the
drowms wis ideal for coverage of all dispersal areas and dumpsj the crews
were well satisfied with this strategy. Had one unit been asgigned to
attack Tobera Lroms immediately in advance of our force, much of the ene~
Ky's fighter strength would have been caught flat-footed. he were lucky to

have come off as well as we did considering interceptions.

/' JOHN C. HANNA
{ /' captain, Air Corps
b Intelligence Officer

For the Squadron Comnn&er:




‘Lt Wallase (669); Lt Nortemsen (055), Lt Van Ausdell (068), and Lt Geer -
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$500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
345th Bombardment Group o
- .

Subjects Narrative Report o Nission FFO 288-i, performed by 500th Bombarde
ment Squadron (M), 16 October, 19i3. T

%o $ Gosmanding Officer, 3kSth Bembardsent Group (N) AAY, AFO 9290

1, Thirtesa B-25D-1's of this squadron wers ordered to bemb and strefe -
Boram and Newak Dromes and Wewak Yownship, part of an attacking feres whish -
comprised four squadrons of the 345th Bombardment Group. Fighter sover was
provided hy three Squadrons-of P-38's

 2¢ Pake-off was from Jackson Drems as 0800/L. Lt Charlss W. Howard
led the formation whish &s planned was to eonsist of thres slemente of thres
planes each and ens element of four planes 23 follsws: Lt Roward (Q79)9 58

bb (522), and Lé-Jemes (075); Gapt Cavoli (05h), Mejor Fiidge (061), snd - b

(222)3 OCapt Hochella (051), Lt Melean (212), Lt Latawisc (059), and L8 -
Stackey (561)s Lt Wallace (669) failed to take off dus to shortage of ghpw
oline diseevered just prior to take-off tims. Lt ILatawiec (059) turned

He landed at Jaskson &t 0838/Ls After reaching 134y
the turret on Lt Jamest A/P (075) broke and fell eausing him to yetura ta
base, landiag &t 1125/L. The remsining ten A/P's of the squadron reashed the -
wg?;su:wmmngmmmgmmmﬁ/numln ' s
of to feut, . : . i

3. Sixty~sixz elusters, 3 X 23 1b parefrags were dropped an Cape Noem
W,mmmrmmupummwtmmm
started at Newak Township. Iwo direct hits Ly parafrags wers observed in -

i

R

&
L
£
3

ke A/A was light to heavy, slight to intense, and inaccurate o accurate
at 100 to 1000 feet. We lost one B=25 (Lt Stookey - 561) from A/A fire whieh
crash landed in the water off Cape Moem. FYour men wers seen in & life raft
near the scene of the crash by crews of the cther equadrons. Thess men might
bave been taken priscnerss Four other A/P's received holes caused by A/A
fire encountered over targst. ' : . :

!
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Captain, 4iir Corpe

Intalligengce Officer

JOHN C. EANNA
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’ | GFFICE OF YHE INTELLIGENCK OFFICER
S500th Bamberdment Squadron (M)
.345th Bombardment Group _
APO 929 &KE/rpb

22 October 1543

Subjects Barratiye Repart on Nission FFO 288-i, performed by 500th Bomb-
ardment Squadron (M), 16 October, 1543 =~ correctien. '

%0 1 Cosmanding Officer, 3L5th Bombardsent Grouwp (M), APG 929.
1. Parsgraph 13 of Narrative Report om Mission FFO 288-31, 500th. Bombe-
_ardment .Squadron dated 19 October, 1943 should be amendsd as followss 3/Sgt

o - “Pimope-G. Stephens should be substituted for Sgt Samuel (IMI) Kellar in re~
gard to recoasendations for Air ksdals.

2. This errcr was dus to & clerical mistake in listing the enginser-
deﬁomw,mlhntdmﬂnwtlbnm
cperations arew list. } _

For the Squadron Cozmandsri

‘ JOHN C. BANEA
Captain, Air Carps
Intelligenos Officer
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‘ OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (k)
345¢th Bombardment Group
APO 929 cee/rpb

ZODcto&r, 19243

dubject: Narrative Repart on mission FFO 290-Ak, perforsed by 500th Bow-
bardesat Squadron (M), 18 October, 19543.

To . 3 Cosmanding Officer, 345th Bosbardment Oroup (M), APO 729

1. & 5000-ton freighter, a &00-ton freighter-transport and & sub-chaser
(orcmu)mnnkinanmmw‘tuckmnuppmgw

nmm«-wwwammnmm&
thres squadrons af strefers of the 3lSth Oroup. The heavies wers to attack
one hour befors the strafers. Fightar cover was to be provided hy two

of P=38's with the 3L5th Group and cne squadron of P-38t's with the
ith Group, while P~40's were to cover heavy units. .

3. Kins planes of the 500th 5quasdroa took off from Jackson Drome &t
08L45/L, 17 October for Horanmds Strip at Dobodurs, landing thers at 3950/1._-
The next day at 1000/L Lt Nortensen s squadron leadsr led take-off from
Horsuda with thres slsments of three planes each, as follows: Lt Mortensen
(055), Lt Geor (222) and Lt mecox (572); Capt Anacker (05L), flight lsader,
Lt valiace (669), and Lt Peterson (056); Lt Howard (079) flight leader, Lt
Gibb (522), and Lt James (075)s Lt Peterson took off at 1029/ after tmeas-
ferring from his scheduled plans to the spars onej he was abls to join the
formation at the rendesvous point which was over Oro Bay at 2000 feet. The
formation was on course to the targst at 10L2/L. At 1117/L Lt Howard, who
had turret failuve, and his £flight turned back landing at Horanda at 1205/L
without inaident. The fighter cover had already turned back becausse of
weather &8 had the eight squadrons of heevies.

Le The rest of the B-25's continued toward the target, following the

L Kew Britain cosstling most of the way and meds landfall a littls below Cape
Gazelle. At that point the 38th Group swung left to hit Tobers and the

‘ 3L5¢h Swung right to hit Rapopo. ressing clear of this strip, the 500th's



FFO 290=ii continued.

planes veered to the left of the Group formation to line wp for attack at
1300/L on shipping in the vicinity of Vunepope.

-s.utwmptmdmmtctmm,m-um
aprayed--bail of btullets. from %k‘a Lorward. firing .50 wﬁw
. 2 R 1. Jp

CIOB8 _GRED #D w ) Breaking over ey
lined up in three plans Tlights on a 5000-ten freighter and & &000-tan

Ireightar-trangport lying &t anchor. The freighter, with an unloading barge

m&,m-w:mmmn,:muma—mm,m
» 4lso Gesr's. The
tar with their prop wash,
Lor under way and maneuvering

svoid attack. ,mmxbmmmmummmtm»
head of the warship, and the deley in explosions wes Just enough to ecateh
. ) 4 bomb aimed Wy Lt Bortensen aissed.

§
|
;
i
]
,%
:

the other five exploded nsar or in the vesssl, lifting it out of the water.
mmmmunm.w:mummmmmmm
which started %o ssokes badly. As vibration threstensd to tsar the engine
lcose Lt Walluoce feathered the prop and weat on singis engins operstian.
Following an agrsed wpon plan, the otbar two planes in his flight started
to fall back to pretest crippled kiitchell which was to become the fiight
leader. Then L% Wallace saw the laft engine an Lt Peterscn's plane start to
smoks and the loft wheel drop down from the nscells. Lt Feterson was seen
to featler his prop immediately dut he gquickly lost speed and altituds and
made a tail-down landing on the water. Seven or eight Jap fighters then
swooped to strafe him. His gunner, howsver, had alresdy accounted for two

hour and wen minutes at wave-top level. During the engsgement, in which
wmmuapummomhmmmpunimmmmu
mmmmwmemmmmmmmt,num
mcluudahotdauwm‘ﬁm!ammrmdwozomwaptw'a
gunner which were sesn by Lt hallace's crew. _ :

Ge Ihe Japs flew-vory-oloss showing thoir roundsl on a gold background
the edges of which had a fishacals appearancs and a lightning bolt insignia

-2-



70 25044 continued.

One nervy Jap edsed into formation betmeen the two 5-25's and £lew for more
Wan & alnute not sore than 50 feet asuy {rom either Mitaheall. The gumners
did 2ot dare to fire for fewr of hitting their other plans. The Jap pilot
was desoribed Ly cne gonner 4s a “mean looking bastard® and not smiling as
Roliywood shows tles.

28 &wmmatmwtmwmbptmymm
Mtwswszmwﬂmafwwwmd&ﬂmawuﬁmuw
nusber of Jup planes probably shot domn or damaged. Sgt kurphy, turret
guaner on Lt waliace's ship, scon ren out of -ammunition aund called for mors.
Teazing up, Sgt Isler, enginser, and 54t Eaton, Radio operator, passed
soveral belis of msmmnition frou the navigator's compartzent and over the
bazb bay t¢ replenish his supply. 7These two aen alsc wére kept Yusy firing
the waiast guns, operating the radio 10 send ocut an S0S and taking turns
clanping their hands over a gasoline line which had been ssversd hy & bullst
and was flooding the plane with gasoline and fumss. They alse tock tums
at spotting attacking aircraft after watching the turret gunnar'a lags %0
sse which way ha was firing, they locked in the opposite direstion
hin by interphone of enmy spproaching from his baak.

t0 warn
10. The tarret gunner himself was busy, firing a total of 1500 younds
during the combut, reloading frequently and giving protective fire ahead of
Capt haagker's ship and covering his gumner while he was reloading. ¥he
aft and of the plane was ankle dsep with empty oartridgs canes. At the end
of the fight one turret gun and ons waist gun had Leen shot out. Fraguants
froa the shell which silsnced the waist gun pierced Sgt Baton's flying cap
and coating fram armor piercing shells spattered 8gt Islsrt's facs as hs was
oli=bing back and forth with sxsmunitione. ALl three men becaxs groggy from
the gas fumss. 5gt Zaton mamsutarily passed out widle oalling for a radio
bearing and fell across ths key, sending out a contimmous signal. Reviving
slightly, he grabbed his axygen mask and sucked on the 4ube to get straight~
sned out.

1. In the vicinity uf Cape Kwal on the south cosst of Kew Britain
Capl Anacker's ship appareatly becaza damaged from the swarn of Jap fighters,
and he headed for shore when about 12 miles cut. le was last sesn near tls
comst losing altitude and still under attack by Jap fightersz.

AS
dwindied the Japs agpsared 1c press 1esse closely and soon all hut
turned back. The remaining Zeke, apparontly out of armmunition, did seversl
slow ralls finally waggled his wings headed for homs. ‘

-3-



¥FO 2%0=is cutitiagued e

13. Lt sailuce laded at Kiriwina at 1510/1 where his co-pilot, Lt
Hicko, wus cperated on for a severe abdominal wound. Desperats for all fire
power possibls, Lt Hicko had rescrted to firing his .45 calibre pistol from
his seat &t atstacking iekes. It wus whils he was resting his pistol momen-
tardly in Lis lip thet he wes wounded and the sime bullet nearly severed his
right thumdb bolding thw pistol. He had been given first ald Ly the turret
gunner after the Jap fighters twned back.

il while the destruction of ensuy plancs which cresbed as & result
of the Jap pilot's inability to ouitmansuver Lt Fallage was not claimed for
this crow, in the mission repori, a raguest for aredit is now being pre-
at the direction of the Group Intelligence Officsr. This will be
aqoaepanied by affidavits of crew members who witnessed the orash. If it
is satisfactarily eatablished that four qrashes occurred, and credit is .
allowed, the total enexy fighters destrqyed Yy this airplane on this mission
w1l be nine. This figore would reise ths sguadron’s total for this mission
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bat in beating cff uitacks did some exceptional mansuvering.

ibe Lta xorisnsen, Hecox &ad Ceer had landed at Kiriwina on their way
back to Lobodura aftar the attack. All pllots returnad to Jackson Drome
the following day. Only minor dammge was caused to the other ships, ut Lt
wallace!s wiil need & new engins, & usw blads for the prop of the good en-
gins, & 18w wing, new radio equipment and ammyy other repairs bafore operat-
ing again. :

16« Radio intercept a Jap aircruft spotter warning of 100
bombers heading for Rabaul at 1221/L on the day of the attack, which un-
doubtedly accounts for the enesy having so mary fighters in the air walting
for us. %Pwo factors which mids the missicn unusually difficult for our
sguadron were thit only six ships mads the atiack, whareas & larger forma-
tien would have afforded more protaction, and that the planes went in with-
out benefit of fighter cover.

17. at the filing of this report, Lt Migliacei, Capt inacker's navi-
gator and 5/Sgt Hendarson, his gunner, have beec reported to have been res-
cued at Cape Xwol on the scuth ocosst of New Britain. At this time no word
of the other zmembers of Capt Anacker's crew has been received, a4s is the
oase with Lt Petersci's crew.

ve
bean identified tentatively as the Pox Baker Einkassn Maru of L$81 tons and
the Fox Tare Baker Johore Maru of 5072 tons. The Kinkasan laru was sunk dy
plams piloted by Lis Mortensen and Geer, &nd the Johore Meru was sunk by
Capt Anacker, Lt talluce and Lt Peterson. Bomb runs, bomb hits and the lo-
cation of vessels in the target area are ahown on the attached diagrem.
This diagraz has been compiled from mission photogrephs and interrogation
of crewse.

19« &/a over ths target was light to heavy, soderate, inaccurwte at 100
t0 X0 fuet above wircralt mostly from five destroyers moving off Preed Pt

-k -



TG Kb continusde

into the target area during the attack. K-20 end K-zl photcs in addition to
the L=17's show LOmD hits and severzl perchant vessels in ithe ared.

20. eathcr consisted of low broken curmlus clouds and sany scaitered
thunder showers &il t he way into the target. At times thure was a coxplete
cumular forn Wegmt at LXXO feat or lsas. peather was clear gver target.

21. Twelve 1 1000 1b, L to 5 second delay, dewo bombs were dropped.
No gan na.lfu_nct.ions wore reported. Amsunition was sxpended as follous:

afP £ 50 calibrs 230 calibre

055 2,650 1,100 |

222 1,500 700

512 2,200 150

054 Ship loste

056 Ship lost. _

&69 L9500 1,500
TOTisds 10,850 3,450

22. The following awards &re reconuended:
Jistinguished Service (ross toslst Lt Ralph Ge. ¥allacs.
: S/Sgt John 4. Murply for destroying five A/P's
in a single ocombat.
gistinguished Flying Cross to 3 s/Sgt John A Murpty for fifth enemy A/P.
cak Leafl Cluster to Alr y¥edal previocusly recoumsnded to:
3/5gb John &. Rurphy .«
ond Lt Edward J. Hicke ) For gullantry in
s/sgt weldon (NMI) isler) actione
s/sgt Burton E. Eaton
ist Lt Barlan He reterson)
2nd- Lt Edward J. Hicko
1st 1t Max He. Xortensen for his briliiant
lsadership of the first unescorted skip
barbing attack made by pediun bombars
eapoeialb’uitwaamronacfthelmat
heavily defended enesy bases.
: 5/Sgt Robart T mendsrson for two A/P's destroy=
ed in single combat.
5/5gt kichael karczynski for two A/P's destroy-
ed in Single combate.
2nd Lt David i. Koenlg
2nd LU Jerome L. Nigliacci
2nd Lt Lloyd S. Durmeyer
$/3gt Millard (MEI) svec .
S/Sgb willie F. Free achievesent while
o/set william J. Schueider ) participating in
5/Sgt Fred . pehling, Fifth aerial fignte
Combat Casera (nit photogre)

Purple Heart 0
Listinguishec Fiying (roas 1 7¢)

> #0 86 O3 Re M &
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mmwwmmmlwmmmowmfomm:wwn
sinking of three anemy wmuinvhichmn/?'aofmrmtm had a part:

Major Coarles ii. Hagest 13t Lt Thans C. HecoX, Jr
1et Lt Raymond he Geer 2nd Lt Lee E. Shivel

2nd Lt Geourge 1. Davis 2nd 1Lt James ¥. Dubose
2nd Lt George C. ditchell 4/5gt Wickey D. Pavkoviah
3/Sgt Mike F. Fresty $/Sgt Jemes L. Davis
8/Sgt Ben K. Staifle 5/8gt Joseph D. Geremonte
g% Qliver G. killer  Cpl narold J. Eilliams

Cpl Vernon (WMi) Hegls Pifth Combat Pvt Juck C. pallack
For the Squadrai Cosulxiars

JOrN C. HAFRA
captain, Air Corps
Irtelligence Offiocer
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- OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
SOOTH BOMBARDVENT SQUADRON ()
345TH BOMBARDVENT GROUP
APQ €29 JCH/RPB -

. 26 JCTOBER 1943

SUBJECT: NARRATIVE REPORT ON MiISSION FFO 296-AA, PEWFORMED BY
SCOTH BOWB SQUADRON (M), 24 OCTOBER, 1843,

10 s+ COMWANDING OFF ICER, 345TH BOWB GROUP (M), APO 929.

1. AS PART OF &N ATTACK AGAINST JAP AIRDROMES i THE RABAUL
AREA, NINE B=25D=1'S OF THIS SQUADHON BOWMBED AKD' STRAFED VUNA=
KANAD DHOWE THE MONNING OF OCTUBER 24TH. LED IN BY THE 3HD ATTACK
GROUP WHICH HIT RAPGPQ AND TOBERA DROMES WITH 3 SQUADRONS, THE
345TH BOMB GROUP THREW 4 SQUALRONS AT VUNAKANAU, OUR SQUADRON WAS
THE SECOND OVER THE TARGET, ATTACKING BEHIND THE SO1ST AND FOLLOW=
ED BY THE 499TH AND 485TH IN THAT ORDER, STRAFING FROM &iN1MUM
ALTITUDE AS THEY APPROACHED THE TARGET AREA OUR AIRPLANES WENT
OVER IN ELEMENTS OF THREE ABREAST, DROPPING THEIR BOMBS ACROSS THE
DISPERSAL AND DUMP AREAS AHND ON AN ANTI-AIRCRAFT POSITION. THREE
GETTY BOMBERS AHD 1 TONY WERE HIT AND DESTROYED, -

3. ¥E HAD LEFT JACKSON STRIP AT PORT MORESBY 23 OCTOBER,
LANDING AT 1330/L AT DOBODURA, FROM HERE OUR PLANES TOOK OFF FOR
THE ATTACK AT OB15/L THE FOLLOWING MORNING, LED BY CAPT M. F,
HOCHELLA, THREE ELEMENTS OF THREE WERE COMPOSED AS FOLLOWS: CAPT
HOCHELLA (061), LT MCLEAN (312), A-D LT LATAWIEC (059)3 LT MORT~-
ENSEN (055), LT HECOX €572}, AD LT GEER (074)3 CAPT vOWARD (079),
LT GigB (seég AND LT NAIGLE (075). LT SPEICHER sggegowas AN
X |RBORNE 'SPARE, AND WHEN SHORTLY AFTER TAKE-OFF LT HECOX (572)
DEVELOPED ENGINE TROUBLE WHICH NECESSITATED TURNING BACK, THE
SPARE PLANE TOOK HIS PLACE IN THE FORVATION, FROH THE RENDEZ-
VOUS OVER ORO BAY THE ATTACKING FORCE PROCEEDED TO THE INITIAL
PCINT (05053-1524053 THENCE TO TARGET, FIGHTER COVER WAS PRO-
VIDED BY TWC SQUADRORS OF P-38'S PER GROUP.

3. THE BOMBING AND STRAFING RUN ON AN APPROXILATE HEADING
‘OF 315 DEGREES %AS WADE AT 1112/L TO 111S/L AT A MiNniNUN ALTITUDE.
106 X 1CO LB DEMO BOMBS, & TO 11 SECUND DELAY FUSE, WERE DROPFED
CN THE TARGET., THE FOLlﬁﬁlﬁG RESULTS wERE GESEHVEﬁa A POSSIBLE
RADAR STATION Gw HILL SE UF DROME WwAS THORUUGHLY STRAFED BY 3 A/P'S.
ONE BETTY BCWBER IN THE Sw DISPEnSAL AHEA HIT BY BUMB, ONE DIRECT
HiT ON BETTY BOMBER IN Ni DISPERSAL ARbA. ONE GETTY STHAFED BY
3G CALIBRE GUNS, PARTS FLYliwi OFF, TuC FIBES STAnTLL Ui S EDGE
OF nUNWAY,e Oilic *ONY HIT BY bUkic AL LeFT BURNINGe A KNOHN HFEAVY
AA POSITION, 5000 FLbET OFF N END UF RUKGEAY, WHICH wWAS FIRING TWIN
GUNS ESTIMATED 75 MM, WAS TARGET OF TWU BUMBS. THEY LANDED WITHIN
%3 FLET OF GUNSj ONE CO-PILOT REPORTED PARTS OF GUN FLEw THIROUGH

HE AlR.

4, [HTERCEPTION BY APPRUX 30 ENENY FIGHTERS PRODUCED ONLY 2
SHALLOW PASSES AS THE P=38 COVER PROLPTLY AiL EFFECTIVELY CAME DOV
TC DRIVE OFF THE JAPS. CREWS ALL REPORTED EXCELLERT COVERS '

-1 -
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S, A/A WAS LIGHT T0 HEAVY, INTEMSE, MOSTLY INACCURATE AND
ABOVE CUR A/PtS, TWO OF QUR SHIPS RECE!&ED SHUALL HOLES FROW .
GROUNT FIRF, CREWS REPORTED THAT A/A AT TOBERA PROVE APPEARED
TO RE OF A BARRAGE TYPE,

6., WEATHTR EMCOUNTERFD YO AND FROM TARGET CONSISTED OF
LO¥ SCATTERED LIGHMT STRATUS AN CUMULUS CLOUDS AT 150C TO 2500
FEET WITH RA{NSHOWERS INTERSPERSED, VISIBILITY OVER TARGET
wAS O% MILES. DISTANCE TC TARGET APPROX 450 MILES WITH RETURN
ROUTE VIA K{RIWINA COVERING ESTIMATED SO0 MILES, K20, K~21
ANT K25 PHOTDS WERE TAKEN CF THE BOMBING ARD TARGET,

7. SIGHTINGS: '
PROBABLE CONCRETE SUNKEN ROAD THAU CENTER OF GARDEN PLOT
SE OF DROME. ESTINATED 6 FEET DEEP AND 1C FEET WIDE,
ONE THIN HEAVY AA GUN ESTIMATED 75 M3 IN OPERATION SO00
FEET OFF N END OF STRIP.
ONE BETTY BURNING FROM HIT BY 501ST SQDN BOUB, ‘
" me-zs SEEN TO HIT AND BURN ON GAZELLE PENINSULA COAST
ONE PILOT REPORTED A LARGE SPOOL OF TYPE USED FOR BIRE
ROPE OR CABLE ON HILLSIDE SE OF DROME, |
"SEVERAL SWALL FIRES AROUND TOBERA DROME.
FIVE LOADED SA® TYPE BARGES IN UACQUINOT BAY.
TWO FIRES 100 FEET APART, POSSIBLE SHOKE SIGNALS FROM
B25 CREW WHICH WENT DOWN ON M1sSloN FFO 250-AA, SEEM ON THE
COUTH NEW BRITAIN COAST 2 MILES INLAND FROM EAST OVEN POINT AT
0S30s - 1515TE. MO A/P WRECKAGE SIGHTED,

. B, LT UORTENSEM'S FLIGHT OF 3 R-25'S LANDED AT KIRIWINA ON
RETURY FLIGHT DUE TO BROKEN PROP CONTROL CABLE OM A/P OT4, THIS
A/P PILOTET BY LT GFER PEMAINED THERE FOR REPAIRS WHILE THE OTHER
Ton SHIPS TONK OFF I'™ENIATELY FOR DOBODURA LANDING AT 1415A, L7
GFER, AFTER A MEW CABLE HAD BEEN {NSTALLED, ALSO RETURNED TO DOBO-
NURA HIS LANDING TIYE BEING 1TISA., THE REMAINING S1X A/P'S DID
MAT LAMD AT KIRIWINA BUT PROCEFNED BACK TD BASE, LT NAIGLE (oTs)
CRASH LANPED |8 COUL INGWNOD BAY WHEN ONE ENGINE CAUGHT FIRE, HE
FEATHFRED H1§ PROP (WMEDIATELY 8T SOON IEALIZED THAT HE WOULD NCT
BE ABLF TO MAKE 1T BACY TP SASE ARD DECIDED TO CRASH LAWD IN THE
WATER, ALL CREW VEMBERS WERE PICKED UP BY A PB2Y AND BROUGHT (N
T0 TOBCDURA,  THE ENGIMEER GUNNER RECEIVED A CUT ON THE FOREHEAD
ANTY WAS CARRIED TC THE HOSPITAL, HIS CONDITION iS NOT SERIOUS.

GUN LALFUNCTIONS WERE AS FOLLOWSS
A/P €58 = § X ¢SC CALIRE FORWARD GUN - SHORT ROUND,

o

T e

A7P 000 - S X 450 CALIBRE FORWARD GUNS = STOPPAGES
A7 525 - 3 X <50 CALIBRE FGRWARD GUNS STOPPAGES
AVP 070 - 2 X .50 CALIBRE FORWARD GUNS = STOPPAGES. |
A/b 061 - 1 X .50 CALIBRE FORSARD GUN - STOPPAGE, FAULTY
| AVKUNSTION.
1 x

A/P 0SSO

.5C CALIBRE FORWARD GUH - STOPPAGE.
-2 -
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1C. ALMUNITION EXPENDITURESS

061 2’7‘» » <00 - .

312 35110 800

059 24750 15800

055 24450 30

089 ‘.335 . -

074 34500 %0

o719 1,965 - 30

e 2,200 40

ors ESTIKATED 00
] e 2

. TOTAL . 22,880 ... . . 48
11, THE FOLLOWING AWARDS ARE RECOMMENDED: THE AJR MEDAL YO

1ST LT ALFRED J, NAIGLE FOR THE CALM ARD SKILLED MANNGR (M WHICH
ME BAOUGHT HIS AJRPLANE TO A WATER LANDING IN COLLINGNOOD BAY ENe
ROUTE TO BASE. LOSS OF HIS LEFT ENGINE WHILE FLYING AT 00 FUET,
DOUBTLESS A BELATED RESULT OF ENSWY FIRE OVER TARGET (POSSIBLY
A% OfL LINE WAD BEEN mm&mm LT SAICLE CLINBING FAOM
HIS POSITION ON THE CXTREME LEFT OF THE FORMATION, FAST APPROACH
ING SHORE AND REALIZING THE HAZARDS OF ATTELPTING TO CLEAR THE

() TERRAIN, HE TECIDED TO SIT DOWN ON THE WATER, HIS CREW ORE THEIR
SAFETY fo HiS COOL DECISION AND VERY EVIDENT FLYING SKitL, THE

~A/P _RELAINED AFLOAT FOR FROM FOUR TO FIVE MINUTES, ENASLING ALL

PERSONNEL TO GET CLEAR, THE PURPLE HEART TO S/SGt CARL D, SCHULTZ,
ENGIﬁEER—GUWR, FOR IRNJURIES RECEIVED IN THE LANDING DESCRIBED

ABOVE,
FOR THE CORMANDILG OFF ICERs
JUHN Co HARNBA
WTMNQ AR CORPS
1WTeLLIGENCE OFFICER
‘ e !&CL. :

IRCL #1 - UIAGRAM OF 80HB RUNS AlD HITS,
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OFFICE OF THE INTSILIOENCE CFPICER
800th Beshardmeut Squsdrea (M)
345%h Beshariment Grewp {n) '

i coverer, 130

8 Bjestt Narrative Mepert on Nission 296-Ab , perforned by the SO0
" Bouh, Squadren (¥}, 36 Octoder, 1943,

' N | ssEziaanzian
!\
|

ot Gemsending Officer, S45%h Bamd, Grewp (¥, PO 929,

1. zw_mwwmmam,mu :
mznundnoﬂﬂnuﬂdmwm~d sncke beabs,
was et completed omm lﬂbo-u'o of weather. .

Debedura, where ' A
Xereshy. &t. X orvensea (055) led (ke followiag pilots in the squadres forme .
attent Lt Erasanickas (S18), LS. Besox (099); Gapt, Noward (019) flight -
1sader, Lt. G1OD (523), LS. Geer (074); Capt, Hachsils (061) flight lesder,
£4. Nolesa (313), kb, lateweie (0O00), Mendesveus wes ever Ore Doy,

P % nmo/x.m.muwu&u.«-«mwxm-
phone failure, landing at Tobedura at 1018/L, The remaining esight AP's
mm.mmmmm.cmn-wxmn.mumm
mission because of weather, and turnsd gt 1025/%, 35 miles wret of
Kirivine, They landed at Bebedura at 1186/L. , _

§. Weather was reparted as fellows! AGM& fml.mtmwir
Ore Bey: 8/10 eumulus Dases 3000 te S000 feet: 4/10 alte stratus ab 13,000 %
18,000 feed; 4/10 eirrus at 20,000 to 35,000 feet, TVisibilily 30 ailes re-

emtent ia southern direstisn, hmuumm-.Akm-. .

AL 0940/% from 1000 feet, pesitisa 08408 ~ 18010M: Largs frYesd on comrse and

%o the morthwest aad morih, YisDdility % %Y 10 miles, sther divesiions over

30 miles, qxouwmmunﬁn-xuumm‘,nnmn

. eurfass %o merth aad morthwest and bases 1000 %o 85000 feet in eliwr éirestisms,

 fempeystur 28 degrees leatigrade, Zain clowds sad equalls te Noridwest sad
S camlo-aivdus, mtmmmsmﬁmmmwn -
Kiriviae and further sorthenst. Wind 45 dagress, 10 kmete. -
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
$00th Bombardment gquadroa (M)
3i5th Bombardment Group (M)
APO 929 JCH/wd

& November, 15k3

Subject: muummﬂmx%mmdwtumww.
Squadron (M), 2 November, 15i3.

Tos Gommanding officer, 34kSth Bomb. Group (M), APO 9% .

le A bheavy concentration of Japansss naval and merchaks shipping
assenbled in S$impson Barbor (Rabaul) was slashed vigiocusly November 2 by
wave-skipping Nitchells who flew through clouds of agk ack thrown at thea ly
powerful Jip defenses.

The strike plm oalled for a fighter swesp over ths target three
minutes before the B-25's attacked, and cover until after ths Mitchells :
withdrew. The 345th Bogb Group, which led the B~25 formatiom, was assigned
the task of rumning interference for the attackers ty meutralizing ground -
batteries around the harbor with parafrag and smoke bombs. ﬂuothorm
Mitchsll groups wers to strike the shipping.

2. %his squadron, the 500th, of ths ®intserference® group, of!octinh
blanketsd the Northwest shore area of Simpson Harbor with 9,200 pounds of

the assigned area. Iwo of our planes were hit in the loaded bomb bays ky -~
AA fire. One crashed and burnsd. The pilot of the other dropped the remainder

of his bombs, feathered his right engine prop, when the dense smoke made it
sppocronﬁulndhtorumthorod it aZter hs ascertainsd there was no
damage to the engine. He returned safely although the plane was still smoulder-

ing from the phosphorus hours later. %wo Zekes wers shot domm by our planes

in a fight over ths target and beyond.

3. fTen crews of the 500th §quadron, in ten B-25D-1's including ons of
the L99th Squadron becsuse of our shortags, tock off from Jackson Drome
(Moreshy) Octcber 30 at 1000/L and landed at Dobodura about an hour later.
The planes were readisd for strikes for several succsssive days, but weather
prevented take off until Nevember 2. On that day Capt. Mortensen led the
sQuadron which was mads up of Gapt. Mertensen (055), Lt. Krasnickas (039),
and Lt. Hecox (061)3 Capt. Hochslla (3%), flight leader, Lt. McLean (312),
and Lt. Latawiec (059); Capt. Howard (079) flight leader, Lt. Gibb (522),
and Lt. Speicher (Ol8). Rendesvous was over Oro Bay. The formation preceded
to Gape Sudest where ths rest of the attacking force was picked up, then
through St. George's Channel to Kabakon Island to a point North of The Mether
and then to target.



770 3053k contimued.

3¢ The bombing and strafing run was made in
the Northeast, inland from Custams wharf to Tobei
Seven planes each dropped twelve, and anothe
phosphorus smoks bombs on the target. The eighth plane was immediately hit
by AA and dropped its four remaining bombs just beyond the immediate target.
Intenss and accurste anti-airgraft fire of all calibres was

the Township, ridges around ths town and from shipping in the harber which
created an effective crossfire.

Le Lt Xrssnickas, flying the L99th plane 039 on the right wing of the lead
flight, received A/A bursts in the bomb bay before he dropped his bombs. The

{
i
:
8
i

swirling cloud, The plane slow rolled and then crashed at approximately OL3dS -
1520 with a violent explosion. Photographs corroborste the interrogation of
ths crews as to the crash. He was observed to drop his bombsafter being hit,

and it was belisved by some pilots that he was flying at this time with one en~
gine feathered.

S. While on the bombing run, after he had dropped eight bembs, Capt
Mortensen received an A/A burst in ths bomb bay which caused the four remsining
bombs to smcke profusely. Smoke poured throughout the plane md streamed from
the right engine as though it wers on fire. Capt Nortensen featheredthe props
dropped his boabs and clsared most of the smeks out of the plane. He kept up
with the formation, soon noticing the right engine appeared to be undamaged
and serviceabley He unfeathered the prop, the engine took hold and he returned
to Dobodure with both engines functioning, although one bomb bay door would not
elosse. The plane was still smouldering and glowing from the phosphorus hours
later.

6. Fighter cover was gonsidered very good.

7+ Weather over ths target consisted of low scattered to broken cumulus
clouds. Visibility was unlimited toward the sea and limited to 15 miles inland,

8¢ a. No gun malfunctions were reported.
be Ammnition expended as follows:

AZP # +50 calibre «30 calibre
055 2,700 1,500
039 Ship crashed over target.

061 2,850 100
314 © 1,900 700
312 2,250 Lo
059 1,600 1,950
079 2,150 1,600
ok8 2,300 200

TOTAL 17,625 . 6,450

€+ No bombs were salvoed safe.

-2-
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‘ 9. The following awards are recommended:
Capt Max H. Mortensen = DFC
1lst Lt Irving H. Gotlsr - Air Medal
2nd Lt FPrencis P. Doman - Air Medal
S/3gt Howard D. Davis - Air Medal
8/Sgt Mickey D. Pavkovich « Air Nedal
8/3gt Miks F. Fresty ~ Oak Leaf Cluster
2nd Lt Alfred R. Krasnickas - Silver Star
2nd Lt Robert L. Guy = Air Nedal
Sgt Joim A. Buffo = Air Medal
3gt Frencis P. Frietas ~ Air Nedal
8gt Bdward N. Imperato - Air lNedal
gt Willianm $3. Bailey - Air Medal
1st John P. Mclean = Air Medal
1st Lt Thane C. Hecax « Air MNedal
lst Lt Frank G R. Latawiec - Air Medal
Capt Charles W. Howard, Jr - Air Nedal
Capt Michael P. Hochella -~ Aipr Nedal
ist Lt Donald J. Gibb - Air Medal
htLtmh(m)W-Lirm

It is felt that all personnsl who participated in this raid should be
decorated. However further spesifiec recommendations for our squadron will
be withheld pending advios as to the wishes of higher headwyearters.

. For the Squadron Cosmander:

JOHN C. HANNA
Captain, Air Corps
Intelligence Officer
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UFKFiCs UF THE INT:LLIGeRGCE OFFiCeR
500th Bumbardment Squadron (%)
345th Bombardment Oroup (i) JoH/ Jud
APO 929
1l November, 15L3

Subjpcts NarTstive Report on Mission 316~J, performed by the 5004i: Bombe
gquadron (¥), 1J Noveuber, 19.3.
To! Coumanding Officer, 3uSth Pombe Group (K), APO 725.

1. Dumps, anti~aircruft positions, two luggers, four large barges loaded
with supplies and several buildings were dbambed and strafed Hovember 13, 1943 in

& minimum &ltitude attack on limdang by nine B=250-l1's of this squadron. Several

higneolnmaofbuckmokannminuuturgetmumphms turned
away. Bombs also were dropped on BogadJjim Village with unobserved results.

2. The 50Gth's attack was pard of & coordinated asssult by two groups of
heavy bocbardzent hitting alexishafen and 3C minutes later two groups of strafers
Striking Maueny &od pert ol alexishafen. Fighter cuver was provided by p=LT7%8.

3. Tel airpiaies of this squmarovn took off {rom Jackson drome &t 0030/L
led by lst. Lt. Vau suscell as fcllowmss Lt. van Ausdell (068), Lt. Gulletie
522}, Lt. Geer (222); Capte Hochelis (31h) fiight leader, Li. pelean (312),
Lt. James (05%;3 Lte Col. True (O6l) flight lewdor, Capt. Hortensen (079 and
Li. Speicher (uld). Lt. Hecox (472) took off ws the spure ship aud accompanied
the rliglkt for 3U minutes before returaning to base.

Lhe RENABAVOUS Wad OVEr 3u mile at 000 teet and the {1light proceeded
directly to target. The bork Ul was DAG® (rom & proxivately west 10 east in
& phallow “¥» formstion ¢f nne & rplensa. Thiriy-two (32; ¥ 30 and Lt X 1w
pound dence Lombs, b - 11 second Gelay, were dropped, and although several
100 pounders landed in Lhe water, bombily was excellent. DBonbs wers seen 10
lang in @ known dump ares souumeat of Hesat end of strip, oun &n A/A posit.on on
Horth shore of (uve ol Hiunen Hurvor wiich w.s Jxxkt first s:ilenced by surafing;
near & church cos Guarter mils Soutls of Madang Township, &mong 2 luggers and
four large barges losdec will boxes Which werae probably sunk; at the Horth wp
of Beliau Islsic ulll amOil, builiin,s user Gragat gission. DBombs 8180 were
strewn aloly boln a8ides of the runway, end 1Nc wore dropped Bith unobserved
results in Bogadjim Viilape.

5, The route bals Wad L2 kadzel 1o base.

be  i/k Was BLight LU BOGBIale, wellum and lipht, accurate & /7 duvel.
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FFO 316-4 (continued)

7. Five of the nine A/P's were damaged as followa: (31k) leading edge of
Jo ft wing, approx. three feet from tip, hit bird making siseabls hole. (522)8ma:l
hole in left leading edge of wing just outboard of enginue oacelle, smail hcle
through right vertical stabil.ser, two small hoies inright & de of fuselage
Just abead of horiscntal stavilizer, small hole in leading edge of right horiz.
stapiliser. (U7Y) Left lanuin, light sealed beas and door smashed out by & bird,
cut in left ring cowling. (OL8) 2-inch squure hole in fuselays formard of
right side guns; right pro, blade cut at tip. (222) right tire blown - hit by
bullet. Hoies in right and left engine nacelles, r. nt landing geer sprung -
damige to hydraulic linss on landing. Ack «ck bursts on one cccasion wers 80
close 10 &/P Hie 222 that one crew member was knocked out briefly from concussion.

8e (rews reported the following photos: 60 K~21's over target, S0 K-é5's
over target, 9 K~20's over targst, 50 QSiP over target generally, 50 GSAP of
personnsl und supplies neaur Mudang airdm me, S0 QSAP of Mudang Harbor and
dispersal arcias. (OSAP camerss by Sth Combat Camera unit) Since thig group (3Lbth)
has no photo lab. available at present, developing is beiny done by another Oroup
and plctures are not available at time of this report.

9¢ Woeatner over ranges was broken overcast and scattered cumulues at
10,000 feet, cumulus at «ll altitudes in the Rasu Valley with overcast at L,00u
feets Visibility poor over target with scattered cicuds.

10«8 Qun malrunctions reported as follows: A/P (066} 3 stoppayes; (222) ond
toppage, (0LO) ome stoppage, (31L) L stoppages.
b. ammunition expended ag follows:

5€P a 25U Calivre « 30 culibre

06l m3s 600
222 2000 1300
019 2600 Loo
- 061 150 nil
522 2175 200
QL8 1450 1060
312 2000 1500
31k 1460 800
Tu'al 16,420 6,500

Ce L X 30 «nd 6 X 10U pound dewc. boubs, § = 11 second e Lay
were galvoed safe five miles west of Yule Island becauvse of reportec rack
salfunction. :

1l. No awkirds are reconsendeod.

wUhN Ce Miakilia
Capt., air Corps
Intelligence officer.
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Prefix all references on Approach
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Y T CONFIUEBERKTIAL ~ _
% Gerriveszisl S Carean
L \S NoviB
‘ GFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE GFFICER
, 500th Bombarduent 3quadron (M)

3ubtn Boubarduent Group
APO 929 JCH/Tpb

16 November 1543

Subject: Narrative Report on Mission F¥O 318-Gensral, performed by 500th
Bombsrament Squadrar (M), 15 November 1943.

To ¢ GComménuwing General, Fifth air Force, APO 925. Atnt A«Ce Of Se,h~2.

l. W%hat would have been & concerted attack on targets in the ¥emak Area
became & mission incomplete when enémy fighters intercepted our planss as
- ~TEGCSIFONS Mikh F-l] fighter cover was being attempted. After appreximatedy
15 minutes of combat in the vieinity of Durpg in the Ramu Vallqy, and contact
with cover was still not sstablished, the formation wes turned baek.

. 2« The scheduled attack omlled for two 8quadrons of B-25G's of the 38th
Bowb Group and 8ix squadrons of B-25D-1's of the 38th and 345¢h Groups to hit
various targets in the ¥ewak Area. The specific targets for our squadron
were the Fewak and Boram Airdromes. Rendezvous with fighter cover was to te
effected at Mt Yonkie.

3+ Nine 5-2hD-1's of this squadron took off at 0B15/L from Jackson Drome.
‘ Capt fiochella led the formation which was composed of thres elements of three
A/P's esch &5 follows: Capt Hochella (31k), Mej Fridge (517), and Lt Latawiec
(059); Lt Van susdell (066), Lt Gullette (312), and Lt cames (572)3 T4 Naigle
(061}, Capt Mortensen (079) and Lt Speicter (0LB) o

be At approximately 1000/L while cirgling for rendezvous an estimated
15 S5EF, Type iero, fighters interceptea our squadron. Some 15 passes were
made. Although most of the passes were shallow amd ineffective those against
the plane flying sxtreme Jeft wing were pressed muck more closely, one to withe
in 50 yards. Cns sake atuaciking 2 B~2° from 7 o'clock above was nit whean turn-
iug in & bank for a seccud run at a distance of 200 yardse ¥%hen last cbasrved
this Zeke was smcking and in a steep dive; claimed as probably destroyed. Up-
pn interception our planes imzediately tighteaed formation for mutual protec—
tion; this provea to be vary effective. Tho formation was flying at from
5=7000 feet during tone period of the attacks.

S. dhile eircling over the Dumpu drea at the altitude cited, our crews
observed appraxinately 15 two-engine Jap bombers (Betty's or Sally's) at 10-
12000 feet. The Jap formation was on 2 heading estimated at 330 degrees.
Several dogfights wers observed indicating that our fighters were engaging the
enemy cover which consisted of approxirately 20 fighters in addition to those
wiich attacked our squadron. Subsequently our crews saw firns, two C-4i7's
burning, and two others wrecked at the Gusap Strip. Photographs were taken of

Gusap and of intercepting 4ekes.
. 6. Our fermation which was turned back at 1017/L from &pprox 25 miles W4

-1-



COBFIDLENTIAL
FFO 318-General, continuede.
Dumpu landed at Jackson Drome at 11U5/L.

7« The weather enroute to rendezvous consisted of low scatiered cumu-

" lus clsuus at 3-5000 feet with high stratus at 11000 feet; middle eloud 8/10

overcast to broken at U000 feet, very thin over Ramu and Markhaz Valley.
High cumuiius at 70C0 feet was encountered enrouts to bese.

8« Ae all bomzbs (108 X 100 1b dewo, 8/11 second delay) were returned
to0 basa. _
Le JCun malfunctions were reported as follows:
A/P O79 = (ne forward .50 - Separsted case from projectils.
£/P 572 - Cne forward .50 - Broken firing pin spring.
Ce. Ammunition expenditures:

af/P § «50 calibre <30 calibre
17 S0 7
- 059 50 —
068 150 ——
312 50 —
572 7 m—
061 75 300
079 200 300
ols 150 ———
TUTALS &50 675

‘9. NO awards are recomamsnded.

For the Squadren Gommander:

JOHN C. HANNA
Captain, Air Corps
Intelligence Cfficer
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OFFICE OF THE INTBLLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
345th Bombardment Group
APO 989 ¢ce/rpb

21 November 1943

Subjest: Narrative Report on Mission FFO 383-J, performed by
‘ 500th Bombardment Squadron, 20 Sovember, 1943,

To . ] ccmnnding General, Fifth Alr Force, APO 988,

‘ 1, 8tores, A/A positions, jetties, barges and luggers in
mm:mmannm«m-w.dmnm, 1943 by
ning B-85D-1's of the 500th Squadron, starting three large fires
billowing szoke up to more than 1000 feet. One was visible for
40 miles. The emtnurmnmnnutommrum.du ‘
bombed and strafed and several dbuildings were destroysd.

8. One B~-35D-1 made a water landing below Uligan Harbor,
and although five or six of the orew were seen in life rafts;, no
further information sonceraning their wheresbouts or safety 1s a~
vallable., Another A/F of this squadron was badly damaged on

3« The 500th Squadren was pert of a two-squadron strike a~ .
gainst shipping reported to be in Hansa Bay. No large shipping
targets were found so the pilots attaecked targsts of opportunity 3
with eight tons of bombs and 16,680 X .50 and 7000 X .30 ocalibre

anmunition. .

4. HNine B-35D-l's of this squadron led by Capt Mortensen
took off from Jagkson Drome at 0948/L. The formation was eom~
posed of three elements of three A/P's each as follows: Oapt
Nortensen (314), Lt James (313) eand Lt Latawiee (089)3 Lt Maigle
{051), Lt Spsicher (048) and Lt Heeox (S78)) Lt Van Ausdell

068), Lt Gullette (588) and Lt Geer (079)

8. The 800th and 498th sSquadrons joined formation over the
Thirty-Mile Strip and procsedsd from there to Gusap for rendes~
yous with four squadrons of P-47's whish had taken off earlier
in the morning from Jackson and landed at dusap to refuel.

8. Approaching their target from the NW at 1345/L at a
minlmen altitude the 500th pilots saw that no shipping was 1in
Hansa Bay 8o they bombed and strafed A/A positions, supply and
personnel areas as they swept toward the coast. - Seventesn 500
1lb bombs, 4 to 5 second delay, wers dropped on these targets and
luggers and barges near jetties as shown by attached diagram
(Appendix A). A fire was started at Awar Point, another between

CONPIDEITIAL
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Sondor Ltrlp and Gondor Foint, and another lu the Jetty area NE
of Fku Viilage. i'ive barges, a lugger and g jetty were destroyed
and other small craft were possibly damaged by near misses, Con-
tinuing towurd Alexishafen the 4/Fts destroyed several huts in
Hatzfeldt Harbor area and dropped bombs anong houses at Bauip
near Cape Jourdon and amony modern type bulldings In the vieinity
of Hake and ¥t Kei:el, west of Alexishafen. One bomb caused a
iandslide on a good dilrt coastal road below Uligan Harvor and a
villase at Belan, west of uadang, was boubed. All tarpets wsre
strafed. The bowbing of the elght A/P's which returned to base
was excellent. It ls not kuown whetner or not the A/P whlch
landed 1 water dropped 1ts bombs.

7. ‘rassing near Lllran Harbor, A/i 522 received much A/A
fire which 7ade larze holes in the left enclne nacelle and left
wiang. This alrplane fumedlately started losing altitude aad
headed out over the water, finall; landing at a;proximately
0440S - 14540F about two miles off shore at 1310/L. The landing
#as reported by other crews to be excellent, and the plane re-
nained afloat for nearly four or five minutes. Five or possibly
8ix ol the six-man crew were Seen near the rafts which were
dropped b; two other 4/F's taat clrcled the downed crew. iro-
visions were also dropped. The remaining 4/P's returned to
Jackson Droue, landin- at lSSO]L. ¢pon landl:ig the nose wheel
tire of 4/7 572 was fouud ts ve flat, aad when the brakes were
acplied the ri-ht brake falled to hold and the plane ended up in
a drais parailel to the runway, conslderably daaaged,

8. A/A was reported as .:oderate, lizht to medlum, inaceurate
to accurate at 4/ level. In addition to A/F 522 which was
a.parently Zowned as a direct result of 4/4, the followia other
damares were sustained. /P 572 - nole in nose wheel well, cue
larze hole 1n right engine nacelle and the nose wheel tire punc-
tured. Brake on right landin; wheel was als: knocked out by A/A.
4/F 312 received snthole 1. the blast plate.

9. Tze followin;: sizhtings were reported: “Xtremely well
caxouflared A/A at Condor “trip Area; very heavy concentration
of A/A at Awar Folnt; 15 barsges and luriers at Awar Point jetty;
Several btarres and lu ;er: at Jetty areas and alony tne coast
from Awar Pol..t to Sisimaago Vills, e; four lu; vers and several
bar-es in Ullsan Herbor and protected by three sr four posslibly
neav, i/4 cuns; three bar-es T of Dove Point, cone near Cage
Croiselles; one prozable Surar Zharlie 1w tll,;an Harbor ai 1313/5.;
tiires gmall unildentiflled ve :dels, possibly lu:siers ¥W of “unabun
Harbor; two larre and two s-ail varges seen in Ranu River.
Iw: suioke fires, possivly warnin: si;nals, at 0457S - 14534E and
J453% - 145427; aad g20d 4lrt road, 13 to 23 feet wide, a_.parent-
1y wwenr uses alosn. the coast near ciian iarbor,
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S. «esather enroute to tar.set cousisted of scattered stratg
Sumulus base at 2330 Leet with g viaiblilt, 52 ten zlles., on ro=
tirn to buse tre vase was &UO0 feet with tops up to 16000 reat.
Yislbility over target 20 miles,

1l. a. 11 bombs were salvced safe. Thirty-two ¥ 590 1b
bombs were dropped, ‘
be Ammunition oxpendltures were ags follows:

A/FP ¥ + 50 calibre «30 calibre
S14 2,580 200
312 2,585 1,200
059 1,925 1,000
081 1,080 800
048 2,450 1,600
872 - 2,200 —————
26% 1,478 1,800
S22 crash landed in wster
Q7% 2,425 700

TOTAL 18,660 7,000

¢. Ni: run malfuncilons re.orted,

L2, o awards are recoatended,

’

i othe 0ousgn in; Sfflcer:

AR Vo

\edga Lt C . :)‘\ LiT};Il
ist ut, Alr Corus
Ass't Int. Ificer

3 = Incls
Appendix A - Clayram, bomb runs - hits
per ohoto interpretation,
Appendix 3 - Diagram, boab runs & hits
. per crew reportas,
Appendlx 7 - Diayram, formation at be-
finning of bomo run,

-
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LUAELUSALLIAL a0
’513C}-§T 1
OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER ?ﬁlt«)/‘esf
' 500th Bombardment Squadron (M) !
345th Bombardment Group
APO 929 cCcC/rpb

28 lNovember 1943

Subject: Narrative Report on Mission FFO 330-J, performed by 500
Bombardment Squadron (M), 27 Kovember, 1943.

- To . ¢t Commanding General, Pifth Air Porce, APO 988.

1, Boram Strip, revetments and adjacent supply and dump
areas wers bombed and strafed by nime B-26D-1l's of this squadron
November 27 in a heavy strike by eight squadrons of Mitchells a-
gainst the Wewak Area. Three barges off shore near Boram Strip
were also strafed. :

2, Two fires near the strip were started, but other results
of bombing and strafing were cbscured by smoke and dust. Repre-
senting 85% of the bomb load, 168 sclusters of 3 X 25 1b parafrag
bombs were dropped on the target and 16,845 rounds of .50 calidfe
and 6,700 rounds of .30 ealibre ammunition were expended in straf-

3. Parafrags from one of our planses struck A/P 061, piloted
by Lt Naigle, as he was crossing the target and resulted in
serious damage to the airplans and injury to the pilot snd gunner.
On single engine operation the pilot landed his ship at an intere-
mediate drome and wes hospitalised. there.

4. To make up for shortages in this squadron two 4/P's of
other squadrons of the 345th Group were used in our nine plane
formation which took off at 0830/1L from Jackson Drome. Captain
Marston, Assistant Group Operations ‘Vfficer with a Group orew,
led the following 500th pilots in & formation consisting of three
elements of three A/P's each: Capt Marston (040), Lt James (314)
and Lt Naigle (061); Capt Howard (312), Lt Speicher {048) and Lt
Hecox (078); Lt Van Ausdell (068), Lt NMitchell (059) and Capt
Hortensen (228). :

S. The four squadrons of the 345th Group and four of the
S8th Group rendesvoused at Thirty Mile and with the 38th Group in
the lead proceeded to Waruf to pick up their P-38 fighter escort
at S000 feet and then continued to the target.

6. The 500th Squadron, leading the 345th Group, made its
bombing and strafing run aeross Boram Strip on an approximate
northerly heading at 1128/L at 100 feet. The bombs were dropped’
in the area extending from the east end of the runway westerly to
the west side of Cape Boram and south of the runway to the soast.

-1-



FPO 330-J continued.

From the photographs 1t sppears that many of the bombs were re-
leased sarly and fell in the southernmost part of the target. One
A/P strafed three barges just off shore as he passed over the coast.

7. When about half way across the strip A/P 061 was hit by
one or more parafreg bombs dropped by another plane in this squad-
ron and was severely damaged as follows: Turret canopy, pilotts
eanopy and side windows and astro~dome were blown outj two slashed
tears were made in the fuselage, one from the dome to about half
. way down the side in the navigator's compartment and another die
rectly behind the pilot; holes were mede in both rudders, left en~
gine nacells, below the pilot's seat and in the radio equipment.
The prop of the left engine had several pieces knocked out of 1t.

8. The pilot went on single engine operation, dropped the
eight remaining clusters of parafrags in the water and continued
out to ses at very low level for s few miles before turning to the
east to return, B-85's of the 38th Group, also attacking the
arsa, caught up to him and essorted him to Dumpu, where 06l made
a wheels down landing. Omne of the 38th Group planes also landed
and brought the 500th orew, with the exception of the pilot, back
to bass. The pilot, cut in the face and with a large swelling on
his left side and shoulder, was removed to the Fourth Portable
Hospital at Nadsab. The gunner was also injured around the face
and was treated by his squadron flight surgeon. A/P 061 has been
turned over to a service squadron at Dumpu. The remaining planes
i:ogyzwlquadrcn returned to base without incident and landed at

9. A/A was reported as moderate, medium to heavy and accurate
at A/P level. The following dsmeges due to A/A were reported:
A/P 312 - Cne hole in ths right side of fuselage at camsra station,
ten holes in the left side, and the right trim cable on rudder shot
in two. A/P 068 - Small ealibre-bullet holes in ths right vertical
stabiliser, one hole in navigator's compartment and one hole in
horisontal stabiliszer. A/P 089 - Co-pllot's windshield smashed.
Radiomen on A/P 312 was injured arcund the face by splinters of
metal when an explosive shell entered the ship at the camera sta-
tion, '

10. Kil interception was encountered.

11, Weather: DBase to mountains, CAVU, low eumulus elouds to
6/7000 feet. Mountains to target, cleer, low cumulus 1600 to 3000
feet. Low scattered cumulus over target. Scattered to broken
clouds 3/8000 feet along cosst on return to base,

12 a. Thirty clusters of 3 X 23 1lb parafrags were salvoed safe.
b. Gun melfunctions: A/P 314 - One side .50, broken belt.
A/P 059 - Nose .50's, stoppage caused
by incendiary exploded.

- 2 =
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FFO 330«J continued.

¢. Ammunition .xpondogi:

AR 4§
040
314
061
512
048
078
068
059
222

250 calibre 230 calibre
1,450 500
1,500 e
1,400 - 200
1,500 1,300
3.500 2.°°°

945 oee

1,800 1,900

1,900 ~ 800

8,650 et

2OTAL 16,645 64700

1S. 1lst Lt Alfred J NHaigle is recommended for the award of
the Distinguished Flying Cross for sxcsptionally merltorious ser-
vioce in bringing his erippled ship in to a safe landing even
though he was wounded himself. The Purpls Heart Award is reconm-
mended for 7/8gt Robert C. Walker, 8/8gt Wayne W. Hoffman and
lat Lt Alfred J., Naigle for wounds received in combat.

For the Squadron Conmanders

CLYDE C. CARTER:
1st Lt, Alir Corps
Asst Intelligence Officer
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500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
345th Bombardment Group
APO 999 cec/rpb

3 December, 1943

‘ . OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENGCE OFFICER

Subjest: HNarrative Report on Mission FFO 335-General, perform-
oo ed by 800th Bomb 3quadron (M), 8 December, 1943,

To t Commanding General, Pifth Ailr Force, APO 92S.

1. Nine A/Pts of the 500th Squadron dropped 874300 pound
demo bombs and fired 26,150 rounds of ,50 and .30 ealibre ammu-
nition on supply dumps at Borgen Bay, December 8. ,

8. The 500th was the last of eight squadrons of the 38th
and 345th Groups to attack the Sarget, and although noc results
N wore obssrved dus to ths dense e sovering the entire area,
1 bembing was considered excellemt for nearly all of the bombs
fell in the target. :

3. Take-off from Jackson Drome was at 0830/L and with Qapt .
] Mortensen leading the following pilets proceeded to Thirtyemils
i for Greup rendesvoua: Cept Mortensen (2879), Lt Fritsshall {0859)
and Capt Dougherty 2048‘: Lt Van Ausdell (068), Lt Mitehell
(828) snd Lt James (430)3 Cept Howard (079), Lt Gibb (598) and
Capt Gather (50lst 3q - 080), -

4. Rendesvous with the fighters was made at Cape Ward
Hunt and the formation then hsaded direct to the target.

B. rgo 8500th came into the target on an approximate head-
ing of 260" in elements of three spaced about two miles apart.
Bombing and strafing run was made at 1135/L to 1145/L from alti-
tudes of 50/150 feet. Fifty-seven X 300 1b demo bombs, 8/11
second delay fuse, were drogpod on the target as shown by the
attached disgram (Appendix "A*), Fifteen X 500 1b demos were
dropped on sn estimated 600/300 ton wrecked vessel lying just .
outside Borgen Bay as the formation bDroke away from the target
on a hesding of North toward the open sea. Making a 180° turn
to the right the formation made a second pass at the target -
str ig a8 they crossed it. Return was directly to base the
last A/P landing at 1345/L

6. N1l A/A or interception was encountered.

7. Seventy K-20 and 90 K-21 photographs were taken of the
target area and vieinity. : ‘

8. Weather, enroute: Light scattered sumulus, base 1000!
to 9000t tops over mountains. Over water to tarjet, scattered

el =
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FPO 335-Gen, cont.

to broken low stratus and strata-oumulus with scattered rain
showers., Over target: Low overcast of stratus, strata-cumulus
vith bases at 4/6000 feet. Return: Scattered alto-stratus

and strata~cumulus layers at approx 8600 feet, 7/10 cover.

9.8.Gun malfunetions: :
A/P 048 - Upper right side .50t Charging eable broken.
822 « Upper left nose .50: Failed to charge.
430 « Lower right side .50: Broken extractor,
079 <« Lower right side .50: Charging cable broken.
892 = Lower left side ,50: Broken extractor.

be.Ammunition expenditures:
P

+50 calibre ’ +30 calibre
879 2,400 500
0859 - 1,600 800
048 3,000 1,900
088 2,000 wecece
222 2,480 700
430 2,650 500
079 _ 2,300 200
592 8,850 500
080 1,500 500

TOTAL 20,560 5,600
‘GeNil bombs returned to base. '
10. No awerds are recommended.
.For the Squadron Commander

CLYDE C. CARTER
1st Lt, Air Corps
Assistant Intelligzence Officer

2 - Appendix
Appendix "A"™ - Diagram, bombed areas
and formation.
Appendix "B" - Disgram, approach, line
of flight over target
and withdrawal,

-« 2 -
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COERIDEETIAL

OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGRNCE OFFPICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
$45th Bombardment Jroup
_ APO 989 - CCC/rpd

5 December, 1943

Subject: Narrative Report on Nission FFO 3537-K, performed by
. §500th Bombardment Squadron, 4 Desember, 1943.

To : Commanding General, Pifth Air Force, APO 925,

# le Supply dumps from Rein Bay to Cape Racult and on Samude

land were bombed and strafed by six B-25D-1's of the 500th
féusdron in a minimum sltitude attack. A fire was started on
Ssmudo Island which sent smoke to 400 feet, While total bomb o
load of 48 X 300 pound demolition bombs, 8/11 seeond delay fuse, . .-
was dropped on the target, no other results were observed because
of the jungle terrain. ' . .

8. The original plan of attack indluded strikes against
Cape Gloucester area by heavies and nediums snd sgainst Rein Bay
area by the 348th and 38th Groups. The purpose of the 348th's
mission was two-fold, to bomb and strafe reported supplies along
the coast and to make visusl and photogrephic reconnaissance.

3. Pilots of the six A/P's which took off from Jackson
Drome at OBS5/L were as followss Lt Van Ausdell (068) squadren
leader, Capt Howard (079) and Capt Cavell {(161); Cspt Nortensen
(048) flight leader, Lt Fritzshall {279) and Capt Dougherty (222).

4. The 345th Group completed its formation enroute to Thir-
ty-mile where it rendesvoused with the 38th Group and proeceesded

to Cape Ward Hunt to pick up fighter escort.

5. Proceesding directly to target, the §00th made its bomb-
ing end strafing attack along the coast from Rein Bay to Cape
Racult st minimum sltitude at 1110/L to 1130/L in two flights of
three. Porty-two X 300 1b bombs, 8/11 second delay were dropped

. 4in the area from Iboki Ptn to Cape Boguslauski, one west of Ke~

tengi Anchorsge, two on Cape Reoult and three on Samudo Island,
north of Cape Racult, Bombs were seen to fall with unobserved
results among buildings in Iboki Ptn. Supplies on Samudo Island
were set afire causing smoke to rise to 400 feet. The A/P's
withdrew to the right and crossed the coast east of Rein Bay
strafing as they made landfall. Rounds of smmunition expended
d:iigg the attack totaled 15,3506 of .50 calibre and 4,400 of .30
(] ) o I ' ' -

6. Sightings were limited to the sﬁpply area on Samudo Ise
land and several old wrecked barges along the coast and reefs.

-1 -
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' ~ PPO S537-K continued,

7. A/A was reported as sught. usht, huceurtto en tho
level of A/P's,

8, Weathsr over tu-got was elesr, broken to oversast at
8000 feet. Enroute return, rain squalls over water with cmlul
elouds at 1000 feet, 9 covered, !ho last plane landed at

Jackson Drome at 13485
9, K-20 and K-£1 photographj were taken of the target area.

10. a. Xi1 bombs salvoed or returned to base.
b. Ammunition expendedt
u

:_E';_‘_Llé.‘.‘.".'- . 350 ealibre

_ 088 . 1,788 L . 900
079 ' . 2,800 _ 1,600 .

A . 048 2,900 800
279 2,200 1,800
eee 2,650 L 300
TOTAL 15,308 4,400

¢. Gun malfunetions: o

. A totsl of ten malfunctions were reported dus to
lteppagu.

u. ¥o awards are rocomndo&.
For the Squadron Commandert

" CLYDE C. CARTER
lat Lt, Alir Corps
Assistant Intouigonu Officer

2 « Inecls
Appendix "A"
Appendix "B"
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OFFICE COP TEE INTELLIGENMCE OFPICER WD 2
8C00th Bombardment 3quadron (¥)
345th Bombardsment Croup
APQ 729 cCC/rpd

5 Deocsuber, 1043

Subject: XNarrative Heport on Mission FPO 357-:,.porrormod by
550th Bomd Squadron (), ¢ Docember, 1943.

To : Comrcanding General, Pifth Air Porce, APO 928,

1. One hundred per cent photo coversss of the area from
the mouth of the Iloll River to apyroxizately 5 miles west of
Cape Joguslsuskl was obtained by 42 K-18 photographs taken at
1110/L to 1114/L by one B-2BD=1 of the 500th Squadron flying st
1000 feet. This A/P sccompanied six other B-28's of the Squad-
ron in thelir attack en supply dumps in the Rein Bay area and
when approaching the target swung approximstely one mile out to
sea to take photos of the coastline as the bombing was in pro-

&0 s.

8. A/P 059 piloted by Lt Wallace took off from Jackson
Drorme at 0825/L and flew with the strike force ocomposed of the
3S8th and 345th Bomb Groups to the target to photo  the ares
as the other A/P's bombed and strafed. Immediately sfter com-
pleting photo run this A/P joined formation with the 500th and
returned to base landing at 1340/L.

3., A/s wes reported as slight, light, ineccurate and on
level of A/?.

4. Geather over target wes clear, broken to overcast at
6000 feet. Enroute and return, rain squalls over water with cum=-
ulus clouds at 1000 feet, /10 covered. .

5., No bombs were carried by this A/F. Two hundred (£00)
rounds of .30 calibrs ammunition wes<expended in strafing tar-
get area. ril gun malfunctions reported.

8. YNo awards are recommended.

FPor the Squadron Coumander:

CLYDE C. CARTEL
lst Lt, Alr Corps
Assistant Intelligence Ufflcer

1l =« inel
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SDeC U3
CFFICE OPF THE INTELLIGERCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (¥)
345th Bombardment Group
APO 929 - ¢CC/rpb

7 December, 1943

Subject: Narrative Report on uission FFO 339-L, performed by the

To

500th Bomb Squadron (M), 6 December, 1943,
: Commanding Genersl, Fifth Air Force, APO 925.
1. Native villages in the Arawe area were thoroughly borbed

and strafed by six B-25D-1's of the 500th Squadron December 6 in

& minimum altitude attasck. Numerous passes were made in the area
and nearly every village was atrafed or bombed with 300 1b bombs

with delayed fuses of 8/11 seconds, S-hours and l12=hours. Bombe

ing was considered excellent as only one bomb was seen to explode
in the watsr. :

2. The original plan of attack called for the 345th and 33th

droups striking Borgen Bay with the intent to destroy dumps and
hidden barges and to disrupt barge traffic which might appear la-
ter in the day with the long delay action bombs., When about half
way across New Britaln, our planes turned back from the primary
target because of weather and struck the secondary,

3. 8Six B=25D-1's took off from Jackson Drome at 0830/L led

by Capt Howard. Ths pilots in the strike wore as follows: Capt
Howard (079) squadron leader, Lt ¥itchell (048) and Capt Cavoli
(592); Lt Mclean (312) flight leader, It Fritzshall (222) and Lt
James (430), :

4. The 345th Sroup formed enroute to Thirty-mile where they

rendezvoused with the 38th Froup. They proceeded to the Gona
Wreck to pick up their fighter eascort but the fishters were not
seen then or at any time during the strike. The B-25's proceed-
ed directly towards Borgen Bay, found that area closed in when
they were about half way across New 3ritain, then turned back and-

hit

the jotty area at Xumbum Island. Two flights of three A/P's

each made several runs at their own discretion, and crews report-
ed that they had bombed or strafed nesrly every village in the
Arswe area. Bomb hits were reported as follows: Five on Little
¥urien, four on Lupin Village, three at Jetty Beach, nine on
village near jetty on Kumbum Island, four on Xarkio Village, seven
on villages on un-named islands immediately north of Kumbum Is-
land, three om village on Ausak Island and one on s small fire
approximately .8ix miles ¥% of Arawe strip meking a total of 36

X 300 1b bombs. Bombing results were not viaible because of the
delayed action bomds dropped, but crews reported seeing only one
bomb.fall in the water. This particular bomb hit was also re-
corded in a photogreph.



. PO 339-L continued,

S. No A/A or interception was encountered, and i/?'s peturne
od direatly to Jackson, the last plane landing at 1309/L,.

8. The distance to the target over the route followed was
’npproximntoly 315 miles and return to base 270 miles. Weather
consizted of scattered clouds with scattered tc broken cumulus
stratus and cumule nimbus out to sea, Scattered base at 1000 to
1500 feet with tops up to 3000, iiddle overcast, 7/10 cover, of
alto stratus at 12,000 feet., over target: Scattered to broken
base 2500 to 3000 ft, tops 4/3000.

7e 8¢ All bombs dropp‘d.
be Ammunition expended:
P

+ 30 calibre + 50 calibre

079 580 2,250

048 2,000 3,000

592 - 1,800 3,075

312 2,100 2,000

222 1,500 . 2,700

430 o= —2,079

TOTAL 7,750 16,048

¢ Jun malfunctions:
‘ A/? 073 = Upper left nose ,50, malfunction,

Upper left side «50, malfunction,

A/P 222 - Upper right side +50, broken gun mount,
Upper left side +50, jammed cartridge,

A/P 430 - Lower left slde .50, faulty azmmunition,
Cpper left side 50, charging cable came offt,

8. Jetties were sesn at Cape Herkus ang on several of the
islands in the Arawe Group, Two red roofed builldings were Obe
served at Cape ¥erkus, one near Kumbum Island mission and one in
grove S¥ of Arawe strip,

9« Yo awards are recommended.

For the Squadron Commander:

BLYDE C. CARTER
1st L&, Air Corps
Assistant Intelligence Officer

2 « Inols
inel # 1 - appendix i S
‘I’ Incl # 2 - Appendix "3"
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OFFICE OF THR INTELLIGENCE OPFFICER
S00th Bombardment 8quadron (¥)
345th Bombardment Group
APO 929 cCcC/rpb

8 December, 1943

SubjJect: Narrative Report on Wission PpFo 340-K, Performed by
- 500th Bomb Squadron (M), 7 December, 194S. _

To ¢ Commanding General, Pifth adr Foros, AP0 925,

l. Supply and persomnel areas from Cape Gauffre to Alaido
were bombed and strafed at minimum altitude December 7 by six B~
25D-1's of this squadron, At least ons fiye was started, but
other results in general were unobserved because of the dslayed
action bombs. However, all bombs but ene fell on the target,
several falling smong buildings. The inside perimeter of Borgen
Bay was thoroughly strafed as the A/P's came off their bomb run.

2. In a continued asssult upon ths northwest eoast of Hew
Britain, B-£4's and two groups of strafers participated in the
attack as they had on several previous days.

S Six B-25D~1's took off from Jackson Drome at 07858/L led
by Lt Van Ausdell. The following pilots participated: It Van
Ausdell (068) squadron leader, Lt Pritzshall (314) and Lt Davis
fg’logx Lt McLean (312), Lt Mitochell (059) and Capt Dougherty

61).

#. Porming enroute to Thirty-mile, the 345th Group, led by
the 500th Squadron, rendeszvonsed with the 38th Group there and
then with the 38th in the lead proceeded to the Gona Wreck whers
they picked up their excellent fighter cover. They proceeded
directly to the target, spacing themselves st squadron intervals
before reaching the New Eritain north coast.

8. After the S8th Group made its run the 500th went over
its target from 1030/L to 1033/L at minimum altitude on an
approximate heading of 240° in two flights of three going over
in thirty second intervals. One six or twelve-hour 300 1b bomb
was dropped on the shors a roximately one mile NW of Kokopo,
The remaining 35 bombs, 8/?? second, six~hour and twelve«~hour
delay, all 300 goundora, were dropped as shown by attached dia-
gram (Appendix "A"), geveral fell among buildings and all fell
on the target. At least one fire was started,

6. As they came off the run and turned to the right to
make formation over the Bismark Sea the A/P's thoroughly strafed
the Borgen Bay coast. 4is they made landfall again on a southerly
“heading, enroute home, they strafed the coast again, Our planes

I
 CONPIDENTIAL



CONFIDERTIAL

FrrQ 340~7 continued.

returned directly to Jackson, ladding at 1249/,

Y« X¥-21 photographs verified crew reports that all bombs
fell 1a the target and revesled some Jap activity in the sares.
There was no A/A or intarception and fizhter cover was reported
a8 excellent. '

2. Reatiner enroute to tar,et, scattered 2/4000 fest, over-
cast at 10/12000., Over terget, visibilits falr, overcast at
9500 feet. heturn to base, over water hLazy, scattered clouds,
overcast at 9/10000 feet.

3. a. ¥il bombs salvoed,
h., aAmnunition expenditures:

LY «30 calibre +250 calibre
068 ———n- 300
314 0 eewa- 2,250
N79 2,500
312 1,200 2,400
389 eeee- 2,080
12l 700 2,000

T\.}i.i';\ ‘L‘ l’ 9‘.}0 12,000

ce Jun wealfunctions:
&/7 F UBE - Toper left side .50 - wesk firla, spring
AfF 4§ 314 - Lower left side .50 - failed to extract
Lower rignt nuse .30 - failed to extract
&/7 # 312 - Upper ri;ht nose .50 - Leak extractor
&/ 5 182 = Lower 1sft nose .50 - out of tlne

ile NG uwards are reconaended,

Ffopr the Squadron (ommander:

VILUE Ue UaALLD
lst LY, air vurps
hsslstant intelligencs Jificer

2 - incls
Inel 1 - Avpendix "a"
Incl £ - :sopendix "B"
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 Subjecty ‘Werr ative Beport en Nission FPO 342-K, performed by
A the 500th Bomb squadten(‘l). ‘9 December, 1943. ;

. '!e 3 Commanding General, ?ﬂthliri'orce, APO 925 “

5. Supply snd persennel aress from Bein Bay to Caps Raow
were bembed and strsfed December 9th in a pinimum altditude . i

. attack by five B-25'a of the 500th Squadron. Pwenty-six. S0
“bombs ‘#nd 1#,000 rounds of tion were expended onm
gy Jvak axcept for one fire dsmage to the target was

séiise of the aifficult-Jusngle terrs and the 4de

~ tions ‘snd sctivities on the oerth-west coss
the strike involwved eight squadrens of . B-25
ael :‘dnrs,,uro@em.llﬁ. S

C s G , foll ta of this B
- =hesn, foek off from Jackson Drome at 0845/L:

S “tguder, Lt Datawlee (059) and.Gapt Gavoll (430); Cepk

Howard (079) flight leader;156-Daxis, (048] snd Lt Geer (222)
' : - e w-v,, Sos

4. Sbortly sfter takeoff, however, Lt McLoean "dilvoed:bls
bombs at ssa and returned to base because of a hydrsulic lesk
in gun turret. Cspt Howard then bezame squadron loader amd .
joined the 345th Group fopmation enrouts to Thirty-Nils whate

" iney rendesvoused with the 35th Group. With the lstter grerp

Fyf

in ths lead the formation proceedsd._to _Gona-Wreck -l Fendes=
voused with the fighters. The route to target was direct, snd
the squsdrons picked up their interval after they had mnade Yeow
Britain landfall. : : :

- i85, This squadron, the 1ast to make its run, bombed and
strafed the target on an spproximate heading of 295° ot 1126/L
to 1185/L from 50/150 feet. According to erew intsrrogation
and pbotogrephs the total bomb losd of 35 bombs with delayed
sotion rang from 8/11 seconds to six and twelve~hour wers

as fo s: Nine fell in the water, ons on village on

Futanavua Island, ons at ths mouth of ths Iloll River, six on
- .Iboki Ptn area, oune on Nakati, one at mouth of un-named river

1=

. »\‘
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FPO 342-K eontinud.

approximately li miles SE cf Gm logu.lmki, one on reported
supply area 1 mile SE eof Cape Boguslsuski, three on Cape Boguse -

- lsuski, one on the west shore of Ketsnge iAnchorage, seven on . = -
' - reported personnsl area on the inside perimeter of the day SE
. of Caps Rasoult, three on Cape Racult area and ons at the lenth

of the Tamo River, west of cm Raoult.

6, Because of a nmtnding only three A/P's bonhqd
snd strafed the entire target from Iloll Iunr to Cape let.
mommmhmmumucmmlmn g

7. Native and apmu ‘propegands leaflets wers iromd
uth.ﬂightmouln&itﬁnndommmu. -

" 8« Thare inmupston. and enl nght, lizhtm .
insssurate A/A m:mght Javel was umz-; coming rmcm

- Raoult. K<20 and K~-£1 pho were taken of the target
’aho-:ngaeeuphotuuw S, tﬁrs udunrdm
bursts. :

9. Mhmmorthiasm:uwmkvlw
vices reported us being used in this srea, & mmall white object

resembling a-parachuts used in a psrafrag bomb was seen

caught
in the trees sast of a known gun position on Cape Raocult. “One
barge of undetsrmined m«nmty was sesn hiddia undér &~
tree near the muth of an un-named river immediately ﬂ of Glp.

Bogtulmk&.

' 10. Visibility over target was six to eight nilcs with ‘;
1000 £t ceiling. Over water to and from target, alto-stratus
layer at 14,000, another at 8,500 with low broken to scattered
cumulus becoming scattered with sao/meo £t bases, tepl 4000 ft.

11. PFour X 300 b mm-, 8/11 second delay, two X 3500
1b bombs, l2-hour delay and ons X 300 1b bomb, 6<hour delay were
salvoed at sea (09258 ~ 14854E) vy A/P 314 which returned to

base.
A-nnition Expenditures:
<30 calibre +50 ealibre
"""""BE"" - 1,650
430 | *975
. 079 2.800 2,550
048 578 . 3,500
282 300 2,150
TOTAL 35,225 10,825 :
Gun malfunctions: ST

AfP 430 - Lower right side .50, cable off pulley.
Upper left side .50, weak extractor switch.
A/P 079 « Lowsr left nose .50, Solenocid wire broken.
Upper left noss .50, weak firing pin spring.
A/P 048 - Lower right aside .50, mount broken.
A/P 222 - Upper left nose .50, taﬂ.ed to charge.
L =2 - .
DR R T NN MTAY e




‘A - L/P 2e2 - I.om ngh: 'm,;ndmsnon.
.12. No awards are mn‘cd.

Por the s'qnndron cmandars S e, e

 gumm 6. oairm SR
- C , - 1s% Lt, Alr Corps
L L m&.tmt Intelugom m‘tlm
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OFPICE OF Tok INTELLIGEXCE OFFICER -
500th Bombardment Squadron (¥).
345th Bombardment Group
APO 929 - cec/rpd

14 December 1943

Sub ject: Narrative Report on Mission FFO 346-F, performed by
500th Bomdb Squadron (¥), 13 December, 1943,

To Commanding General, Fifth Air Force, APO 92§,

: l. Ring Ring, Plantation, Gasmata strip area and numerous
islands in ths Gasmata Area were bombed and strafed by six B-25
D~l'g of the 500th Squadron in a minimum altitude attack Dsceme
ber 13th. A near misz was acored on a footbridge and a previous-
ly unserviceable barge was destroyed off shore from Lindenhafen

Plantation. Otber results wers unobserved, Bombing was poor.

2. 7The sttack plan called for two groups of strafers and
one group of heavies attacking the Gasmata Area. P-38 fighters
provided area fighter cover. The attack called for extremely
close tinming which was not carried out and resulted in poor bomb-

ing.

S« The following plilots of this squadron who partlicipated
in the strike were lad by Capt Howard and took off from Jackson
Drome at 1045/L: Capt Howard (079) squadron lesder, Lt Gibb
(592) and Lt Fritzshell (430); Capt Dougherty (1€1) £lizht lead-
er, Lt ¥itchell (314) and Lt Wallace (237).

4, The 345th Group formed enrcute to Thirty-mile where

they rendezvoused with the 33th Broup. %1ith the 35th in the

lead the two-group formstion proceeded to Cape %ard Hunt and
then directly to the target. .

5. Before takeoff 1t had been agreed that all squadrons
would space themselves before making landfall so that proper in-
tarval would be obtained for the run and at the same time keep
the planes beyond A/A range. LHowever, it was reported by our
crews that to achleve the proper apacing the 345th swung further
west than the original plan called for and made landfall con-
siderabl; weszt of the target. Banking to the right the 500th
Squadron, which was third in the group formation, headed for the
tar;et on a course of approximately 60°, The attack was made at

1330/t at minimum altitude..

8., A4lthough the airplanes had still not reached their tar-
set, ninetesen X 300 lb demc bombs, 8/11 sacond delay, were dropp-
ed as follows: one near Amato Yillage on Agur Ialand, two among
buildings in vills z;e on Nuro Island, nine on main coastline wesat
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and north cf Jasmats strip, unc seven on or neusr .asmata strip.
#ine gimllar bombs were drogppes in the larget, five on two un-
sarviceable bar es ofl shoure frow Lindenhefen ¥tn and nine wi.ich
hung up in the recks were splvoed in the waler. & neer miss was
reported on a footnridge at 0G163 - 150265 and one of the unser-
viceable bar;es sus destroyed., Iecause of the tverrain anc de-
laye: action bomcs used nc oii.er resulis were Lbasarved.

7. -5licnt, li.hit and neavy, inaccurate ;/i above the &/ 's:
level was reported., K-cJ aua v2.2]1 photos were taken of the tar-
,;_.et aArcte

d, Llgrktlin_ g were limitea tc wnal sppesred to oe ei bt to
ten new f{oxholes covered with psalm fronds in tie canter of «ing
idin, Ptn.  Hunerous 0OmL CraLers 888L in Lbe plsntation were
first taought to be dugouts or foxnoles.

3., 1Tne &/¢'s returned directly to Jackson without incident
landin. abl 184%/0.

10. .eatiier over tercet consisted cr low cumulo nimbus clouds,
bases to 1l00C feet, tops up 1O €/5000 feet. Stiretus overcest at
astizated BUV0 fest, visibility e to & miles in vicinity ¢f tare
L8t due tu naze and smeke.

11. 8. Hine bduwbs esere sslvoed in water nesr tur et.
be Ammunition expendiitures: -

B{P - e, Ca&liore

+5u calivre

579 500 5. 400
55 NG 21275
430 I S 2250
161 &0 S50
314 1,200 1,900
237 350 1,130

- A =, 600 11.725
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Por bhe Squadron Commmendert
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QFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE COFFIGER
8500tk Bombardment Squadron (%)

345tk Zombardment GQroup
APO 929 ccc/rpo

15 December 1943

Subject: Xarrative Report on X¥ission FFO 347-1, performed by
500th Bombardment Squadron (¥), l4 December 1943,

Commanding General, Fifth Alr Force, APO 825.

To

(1]

1. Amalut Plantation at Arawe on the scuth coast of New
Britain wesa thoroughly worked over in a minlisum altitude attack
by nine wWitchells of thls agquadron Cecember 1l4th, as part of a
lar:e =medlum and heavy strike against this area to soften it up
for landin: opereations., fifty~six 3u0 1b bomvs were dropped by
thkis squadren on the tarset as they strafed witk 14,305 rounds
of amcmunition,

2. Attacking almost simultanecusly, the 345th Croup bombe
ed and strafed Amalut Pin and the 35th Group attacked other
tar;ets in the immddlate vicinity. Heavies bombed the same ares
shortl; after the wmedium attack. A total of 23 B-Z4's and 60
B-25'3 took part in the successful strike.

3« Trhe fcllowing nine pilots of the 500th Squadron, led by
Lt Van Ausdell, took off from Jackson Drome at 0730/L: Lt Ven
Ausdoll (04&), Lt Geer (222) and Capt Cavoll (237)3 Lt HoLean
(312), Gibb (592) and Capt Dougherty (161); Maj Hsgest (992),
Lt Jamea (430) and Lt Wallace (314).

4. Trhe 345th Group forred enrocute tc Thirty-}iile where
they rendezvcused with the 323th Croup, then with the 345th in
the lead the formation proceeded to target. )

5. The B5U0th Squadrcn, flying No. £ position in the Group
formation, made 1ts bombing and straiing run_at 0955/, et mini-
mur altitude on an approximate heading of 65°., Firtye-six X 300
1b demo bombs, £/11 second delay fuse, were dropped on the tar-
got, Due to the coverage of trees in the Plantation, nil re-
sults wsre observed. Jeven similar bombs were salvoed in the
water Just coff shore at north center of target. Bombin. was
considered exceilent. TLe entire area was thorouzhly strafed
by the nine A/P's,

[

€. %1l A/A or intercepilon was encountered.

7. ne fire sendin: smoke to 1000 feet was observed in
center of the tar.ei as our 4/?'s left the area. Several small

fires were seen near a red-roofed dbullding near the Jjetty on
thie soutuwest tip of the tar-et and in the villaze on Kumbum is,

-



FFC 347~I continued.

_ Ce ‘K-ED, K-21 and K-24 photographs and 100 feet of 35mm
movie film were taken of the tarzet area. Our 4/P's returned
to base without incident landing at 1155/L.

B. Veather over target consisted of scattered cumulus
clouds atl bases of 3000 feet. Over water to target, high over-
cast at 12,000, scattered under layers down to 9000, Visibili-
L7 limitec dus to scattered rain showers.

10. a. Seven X 300 pound demo bombs, 8/11 second dslay
fuss, wers salvoed in water just off shore of target by A/F #

314. .
be Ammunition expenditures:

A/7 £ «50 c&libre «S50 calibre
04 820 ' 1,878
222 “m—ee 300
237 200 1,060
161 1,200 1,250

. 982 300 750
430 ——ew- 200
514 ————— . 1,150

LTl $,500 9,505

€. Elght gun malfunctions were reported.
1l. o swerds are recomrmended.

FPor tue Squadron Comrnander:

- CLYDE C. CAKTEN
ist Li, Air Corps
Asalastant Intelligence Gfficer

£ « Incls
Inel 1 - Appendix A
Inel 2 - Appendix B
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFPICER
$00th Bombardment Squadron (M)
345th Bombardment Group N
APO 929 6CC/rpb

. 19 Decesber 1943

subjoct: Hanr.tiii Report on Nission FFQ 381-I, Porfaii.d By'f;~
800th Bomb Squadron 18 December, 1943, Objective at
Borgen Bay, New Britain, 05338 - 14330E. .

To t Commanding Gensral, Pifth Air Porce, APO §28.

l. Supply and persomnel areas st Natamo Pt, Borgen Bay were
blanketed with fopty=-two 300 1b bombs, 8/11 second delay, in a
minimum altitude bombing and strafing attack by six Hitchells of
the 500th Squadron December 18. The inside perizeter and west
coast of Borzen Bay were thoroughly atrafed with 16,620 romnds of
ammunition as the planes made their target run and withdrawal, .
Although the jungle terrain and delay action bombs prevented pos~
itive assessment of damage, photographs verify crew observations
that the targst was completely covered in the attack which met ne
enemy opposition either in the form of 4/A or fighters.

2. Frobably as a prelude to Allied landing operations in
the vicinity, the general attack plan called for ths 345tk Groupts
four squadrons, iled by the 500tk, to neutralize econcealed enemy
positions end personnel at Borgen Bay whilo minutes later the
90th Group of heavies was to wipe out probabls coast defences at
Target Hill. The entire attack was considered & success and
started seversl fires in the target.

3. The 500th 3quadron, which led the 345th Group,)was in
turn led by Lt James and was divided into twc flighta as follows:

"A" FLIGHT ‘ " PLIGHT .
A/P 430 = Lt James 4/7 812 - Lt McLean
A/P 592 = Lt Gibb - A/g 279 - Lt Speicher

A/P 992 - Lt Hecox A/P 069 - Lt Latawiec

4., Our squedron took off from Jackson at 0715/I, and jolned
the Group formation enroute to Thirty-iile from where they proe-
ceeded direct to Cspe Ward Hunt for fighter rendezvous. Picking
up thelr escort on schedule, the formation went direct to the tar-
get, gaining their sguadron interval after they made landfall on
the Hew Britain south cocast. The attack was made at 0940/1. at
minimum altitude on an spproximate heading of 300° in flights of
three A/P's to insure the moat effsctive target coversge. Forty-
two X 300 1b demo bombs 8/11 second delay fuse, were dropped in
the target atarting at the second large un-named river SE of ¥a-
tamo Pt and extending to Natamo Pt itself where the najority of
the bombs fell. (See attached diagram, Appendix A)e Five bombs
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PPO 351~ continued.

fell in the water just off Natamo old site. One fell em the west
soast of Borgen Bay about a mile below the kmown barges hideout.
41l of the A/P's maintained & c¢onstant strafing pattern as they
approashed the target, swung around the west coast of the bay and
out to ssa. The Group reformed off the north shors of Hew Britain,
¢ircled, and as they cut through the middle of Borgen Bay enroute
home, again strafed their target. ' :

S« The route back was direct and our 4/P's landed at 11353/L.
Fighter escort was good, no snemy opposition was offered and there
were no personnel injured or A/P's damaged.  ~ :

6. No avards are recommended.
7. & " BOMBING TABLE

¥o. of Dropped - .
A/P  Bombs Jeight Delay On Tarzet Salvoed  Remarks
‘ 300 8/11 8 ' 2 in-

430 8 water
592 8 300 8/11 8 1 ¥ shore B.B.
992 8 300 8/11 8
312 8 300 8/11 e 2 in water
279 s 300 8/11 8 .
059 8 300 8/11 7 1 in water

g8 2

430 5,000 1,35 - 2,000 200

592 5,000 2,750 2,000 1,200

992 5,000 1,850 2,000 70Q

312 5,000 2,200 2,000 - 1,200

279 5,000 1,850 2,000 1,300

059 5,000 1,420 2,000 800

TOTAL 30,000 11,320 12,000 5!400
c. _ GUN WALPUNCTIONS

A/P GUN_ CAUSE

430 Lower right sids Firing pin hole worn

592 Fil

S92 Lower right side Faulty smmunition

312 Lower right ailde Broken extractor

279 Upper right nose Feed ball pin vibrated loose

Upper left nose Charging cable broken

059 Upper left nose  Worn firing pin
TOTAL 6 malfunctions .
MM
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I ' FFO 351~I continued ‘

d. PHOTOGRAPHIC TABLE

TINE LOCALITY _ TYPE CAMERA EXPOSURES REMARK

592 Wil pictures taken - T
222 E1l1 pictures taken

312 0940-0347 Borgen Bay . K=20 B -
, 0940-0947 Borgen 3ay K-21 - S0
: . 279 Nil pictures taken _
3 059 0340-0947 Borgsn Bay K-21 S0

i 8. Thirteen small barges, about one-half of them rusty and
‘, probably unserviceable, were seen besahed in known barge hidscuts
| on the west coast of Borgen Bay. Log footbridges were seen a»

1 cross streams near the coast of the target and a small, spparents
‘ 1y new clearing wss observed about one-half mile 1n13nd from the

| coast about a mile and one«half SE of Natamo Pt. The attack by

\ heavies appeared to be excellent and resulted in a large solumn
| of dlack smoke rising from their target.

9. Photos were taken according to above tabieand verify
crew repores of the attack and barge sightinga.

‘ S For the Squadron Commander:

5 : : CLYDE C. CARTER _
o, X lst Lt, Alr Corps
. Assistant Intelligencs Grfim

2 « Incls:
Incl 1 « Appendix "A"
Incl 2 - Appendix "3"
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OFPICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
'500th Bombardment Squadron (N) 7 P
345th Bombardment Group S EEA S

~ - APO-929 - - - CCC/rpb -

Sub ject: Marrative Report on Mission  prO-352-1, ‘performed by . - |
- - $bOoth Bomb Squadron, 18 Dssember 1943, Objective, Dot
Point to Cape Glnuﬁaﬁto:g_!lgpnritain, 05288 - 14885K.

LB
R

%o i Commanding Gensrsl, PIfth Air Force, AP0 925.

1. 'fillagés. personnel and concealsd snpp13 nr.aa tro&ff:fw~
Dorf Pt to Cape Gloucestsr on the norpthwest coast of New Britaln

. wers bombed and strafed December 19tk in s mid-morning minimum.

‘altitude attack by six B-25D-1's of the §00th Squadron. - Each of
the nsaign9d<targetsfta:'ebeqtlvqu'eoverod although the - tepr-
rein and delay action bomhs prevented positive damage assessment.
Of s total bomb load of forty-eight 300 1Ib, 8/11 second delay
bembs, forty-thraee were dropped on the target and almost 14,000
pounds of mmmunition were expended in strafing during the attask

' whish carried the planes over Cape Gloucester Alrdroms. 4in sne=

ny SSF, seen in s camouflaged sevetment and thought to be ser—

_viceabls, was probably damaged by strafing.

2. This squadron's attack was part of a coordinated strlke
by a group of heavies closely followed by a group of strafers. -
The whole attack was a continuation of a determined assault on -
the northwestern part of New Britain started a few woeoks ago.
Although no fighter escort was seen, the strike was csrried out
according to plan and was considered a success. No enemy fight-
ers appesred, and very little A/A, mostly in the form of in«
effective light M/G fire, was encountered. '

S. The 499th Squadron led the 345th Group wigh the 500th
Squadron, led by Capt Howard, 1n No. 2 position. Qur Squadron's
flights took off from Jackson at 0715/L sid wers as follows:

®g" PLIGHT *Bff PLIGET
A/P 079 - Capt Howard A/P 222 - Capt Dougherty
A/P 048 - Lt Speicher A/P 430 - Lt Pritszaball
A/P 992 - Lt Hecox A/P 059 - Lt Latawiec

: 4, Our Squadron joined the 345th Group formation enroute to
Thirty-Mile and then proceeded to Cape Ward Bunt where the fight-
er cover was to be met. After it was apparent that the fighters
were not geing to join us, the Group proceeded direct to the tar-
get, and the squadrons picked up thelr interval just before.
reaching the New Britain coast. Our.Squadron, in nearly line a~
breast formation, started its attack at 0935/L on an approximate

-]l -
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PPO 352«1 continued.

h.:ding of 60° gnd aponk tour dmt.s over the target at 100 to

200 feet. Because of rack malfunction five bombs could mnot be

dropped on the target snd were salvoed at sea. However, the rc-_-
ﬁbonhtdrop mor alou tothouui@od ArSAs A% . .

gation and yhntagraphs. showa. ., bombs were reportﬁ to -
have fallen among buildings and as the Pplanes continued thefir
strafing run over ths Gloucestsr strips, one A/P dipped ita mn
;nd fired at a SSP hidden in & camouflsged revetment. This

ter, belisved to be & serviceabls Hamp, was probably
O;gh planes swung to the left over the ses, rejoined the w _
formation north of C azmoatu- and returned direct to .hck- Co

son, lmding at 1120 I.. ’ L
' 5.' There was no dmgo or ujury to either our plms or

ml. _ L
‘ e !o u-rds are roconundﬁ
L Te & soxnne um
RO 0P —SEOSTED
A/P ___BONBS WEIGHT DELAY OF ﬂm SALVOED MS ,
079 8 300 LB 8/11 8
0‘8 R k L ] [ ]
992 n ] » » k]
2920 ] " = » -
43 v . w . S 5 At sea - rack
089 . * " * 8 ' malfunction
TOTAL 48 500 Lb 8/11 45 5
b. ANMUNITION EXPENBED = GUN MALPUNCTIONS
: m eoU Callbre
P Rds Carried ended Malfunect. Bda Carr'd nd Ralrs.
9 5,00 2,760 LLN & LER 2,000 400
048 5,000 2,828 2,000 400
992 5,000 2,800 2,000 200
292 5,000 1,550 URS & LRS 2,000 500
430 5,000 1,150 LREY - 2,000 —
- 059 5,000 1,400 URS, LLN 2,000 ———
TOTAL 30,000 12,475 8 Malf. 12,000 1,500
C. GROUKD OPPOSITION |
CALID C Y ALTITUDR TOGATION
282 Slight ¥edlum = HNo 200' At target 13A
059 Slight Light . ¥o Above AP See Appd. "A"
- 2 -



‘ | PFO 3562 continued.

d. ' PHOTOGRAPHIC TABLE

079 0935 «~ 0959 . Dorf Pt L - Ke=20 - & =(Shutter jam-

: | .- E-21 = 30  (med. wmi1. -

992 = X-20 T R
- 222 " K-21 30

"

”

048

430" o - K20 8 - o
059  E=21 30 R

Z-21 -120 140
e

8+ Two wrecked barges were seen on the beach half way bet
Samnol and known barge hidesout approx thres miles above Dorf Pt.
4 wrecked Betty, midway and just off north kde of Strip No., 2, -
was reported sending light K/G fire as thetigh the ¥/G's were lo~
cated on sither side of the enginds. Many bomb craters wors seen
in this Squadron's target area. Blaeck smoke was seen rising to
1000 feet from area where the 90th Bomb Group was bombing, .

1. S. Photogragha received confirm crew observations of tape
get run and some bomb bursts. :

- For the Squadron Commander:

CLYDE C., CARTER
1at Lt, Alr Corps
Asslstant Intelligence Officer

2 - Inels
Inel 1 - Appendix "A®
Incl 2 = Appendix "B*

-3 -
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OPPICE OP THE INTELLIGRNCE OPPICER ~ - . OF
$0Cth Bombardment Squadron (¥) - . .
345th Bombardment Group . -
.-, aro 98 .

" Subject: Harrative Roport an Mission PPO 383D, Performe a. DY
~: ©  800th Bomb Squadron (M), 80 Degembar 1943;.0bjes

To 3 Commanding Ganor'al,- Firth Alr ?oxfpa, APO 985..

"1 1e Concealed supply end personnsl areas on the west coass -
of Borgen Bay, at Silimati Pt and in the area immediately northe
weat of this Pt, wers thoroughly bombed and strafed Dy six B<38
D-1ts of the 500th Squadron in a minimm altitude attack om =~
‘Decenber 20th whioch started three fires on Silimeti Pt., - Although
rain in the area caused one flight to miss pert of the targes,
© ghe atrike was still considered sucasasful and the ombing exoell-
ent with sl)l the 500 1b demolltion bombs drepping on land near :
_the coast. Nors than 13,000 rounds of ammunition wers expended
a8 the A/P's made their run and returned over the same area en-
foute home. ' : '

_ - Be Continuing a virtually dailiy schedule, the 348th Oroup

" of atrafers and the 80th Group of heavies struck at Jap positions
to aoften up 3%ill more the Hew Britain northwes® goastline., The
bosvies struck just northwest of 31limkti Pt and were cloasly -
“followed by the stwafers over their targetsy . A littls further to
the west othar bomb.groups were smashing at Capé Gloucester Air-
drome area. Yo enemy opposition in the form of A/A or fighters
was met, and no fighter escort was present, -

3. The S45th Group was led by the 501st Squadron, snd the
50Otk Squadron, flying the No. 4 position, was lead by Lt HMcLean.
Flights of this aquadron wers as follows: :

54" PLIOHT : "B" FLIGHT - .
A/P 312 ~ Lt ¥olean A/P 161 = Capt Dougherty
A/P 892 - Lt Gibb A/P O79 - Li Hitchell
A/P 514 -« L% Davis A/P 222 = Lt Kyaer

é. Our A/P's bock off from Jackson Dreme at 1000/L, joinw
od the Group formation enroute to Thirty-itiis, proceeded to Cape
Ward Hunt and then directly to the target. The squadrons picked
up theipr interval defore reaching Borgen Bay, but instead of
appro their targst on a practically northerly heading they
were foreed to swing wide to the sast to skirt a ralnstorm.
Cutting back sharply to the left the first flight of our sgueade
ron crossed the west coast of Borgen Bay beyond Ratamo Ft and

-l e
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matl Pt as ow squadron left the ares,

© CONPIDENRRIAL 7 -

PPO 353=D, cdnti_.mmd.

made 1ts yun th-n on & nnrl'j mthhud&ag to Siltmatl Pty
dropping 20 of its 24 bombs the coast’ Sea
target. The attack was made at 8/L to 1210/L

8.  The ssocond flight swung wider arcund the shower end

mu-m 1{ts run on a northwesterly heading at 8{limatl Pt. ~

startad At i Tthis flfght wers dropped on the Pt and ell were
strung out for & short distance further to the nopthwest,.

8. The two £ th over the Bismark Sea and came
back over Targst o .

west of the t t at this time ons A/? dro four 300 1b
bombs which had hung up previously, <The da astion bombs and
the jungle terrain prevented accurate assessnent of damege dons
by of the bombing, However, three fires ware sesn on 8{lie

7. Return to base was direct, end ihtplnn’ hndod at

Jackson at 1408/L. There was no dsmage to our A/P's or injuries

o ‘our personnel,

‘8¢ No awards are recommsnded.

9. 8 _ BOVBING. TABULATION
— ——YTOF '

~——BYOPPED |
¥£ QIBS WEIGET DELAY ON TARGET gu.v;gi %

312 8 300 4/8 8

598 " ] L] e 4

314 ® " " 4 : 4 - App. "A"
161 . " " 3 B -~ X¥ of targ.
079 " " v 2 6 - N¥ of targ.
222 . o d 2 . 6 « W of targs
ROYAL 48 S00 1b b 27 KLl 21




_ FFO 353D continued, -

our second flights PURe

¢l .1!. P

rao'roéﬁﬁ?mc TABLE

312 1205 - 1210 Bcrgon

533
old
lél
079
222

TOTAL . 132 T

10. Photographs show bomb burats on Silingti Pt and ‘50',

Bay

I3ans
a'iasa g
®
U
3

For the Squadron Commander:

CLYDE C. CARTER
1st Lt, Air Corps
Asais*ant Intalligencs otrlcar

€ « Incls

Incl 1 - Appendix ®A"

Incl 2 -« Appendix M"p%
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‘ OFFICE OF THE INTELLIOENCE OFPICER -

800tk Bombardment Squadron (M)
345th Bonbardment Group (M) :
APO 929 ccc/ jwa

Subject: Narrative Report on Nission 354~P, performed by the 500th
Bo;: Squadron (M), 21 December, 1943, Objective: Target
1 |

To: : Commanding General, Pifth Air Foree, APO 085. '

l. Qun positions on Target Hill on the Weat coast of Borgen
Bay were pounded in a pin point bombing and strafing attack December
21 by 6 B-325's of the 500th Squadron. <ZThe crews reported 100
percent bombing effieciensy, enthusiastiocally relating. that all of
the 24 X 500 pound hombs were seen bursting progressively up the
hill side to the gun positions and immedistely beyond. Nearly.
11,000 rounds of smmunition were sxpended during the bombing run
and a second strafing pass. A large explosion, ss though from an
ammunition pile, and a Lire at the foot of Target Hill were seen
as our crews lsft the target. i

. ‘ 2. The whole strength of 24 B-25 atrafers of the 345th Group
was thrown direotly agsinst this Hrtified hill commending the
spproaches to Borgen Bay and vicinity in the mide-moraing attack.
All bombing and strefing was considered excellent, and one
experienced navigator declared that the bombing was unusually
accurate., .

3. The squadrons made their bombing run in flights of three
in tralil and swung wide to allow all squadrons a clear péss on the
target. Shortly after the last squadron dropped its bombs the lead
squadron came in a second time and strafed. Other squadrons follow-
ed in the same mamner, circling ageain over the Bismarck $sa to
make up the Group O rmation end then passed over the target & third
time enrouts home. 3

4. Our fighter escort was excellent but the snemy offered no
interception and only slight A/A fire.

5. The 498th Squadron led the Group attack, and the 500th 8q.,
lodrb lcnpt. Dougherty, flew No. 3 position. Our two flights were
s follows: : \

"A" PLICHT "B" FLIGHE
a/P 161 - Capt. Dougherty A/P - 278 - It. Kclean
A/P 222 - Lt. Xyser A/P - 592 - Lt. Speicher

‘ A/P 257 - Lt. Wallace A/P - 059 = Lt. Latawiec
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FFO 354-F, continued.

6. Our A/P's took off from Jackson drome at 0730/L and joined
the Oroup formation enroute to Thirty-iile drome. From there the
Group proceeded to Cape Ward Hunt where 1t plcked up the Lighter
cover and then continusd directly to the targst. '

7. The squadrons gained their interval as they crossed New
Britain and broke over the North coast near the East side of Borgen
Bay. They continued North for some distance over the Bismarck Ssa
in order to turn and make their bomb run on a Southerly heading.
Making a 180 degree turm, our planes came over their target in two
flights of three, dropping all their bombs in such a manner that the
first bomb fell slightly short of the gun positions and the remainder
dropped at intervals up the hill to the crest and bdeyond so that
the target area was blsnketed by explosions. Our planes continued
inland e short distance, made a wide circle to the left again and
made a second run from & slightly higher altitude so that the nose
of the plsnes eould be held down to gain a maximum concentration of
fire power into the target. On this run the lead flight was on a
nearly Southerly hsading and the second flight was heading slightly
Southsast. - Again the two flights fiew a short distance beyond the
target and circled toc the left to join the Group formation over the
Bismarck Sea. The entire Group passed over the target a third time
;ggoyxocecdod directly to bass. Our plsnee landed at Jackson at

Lo ’

8. Our fighter eseort was excellent but no ensmy fightars

were seen airborne. Xo damage to our A/P's or injuries to personnsl
were received from the slight A/A fire encountered. The A/A
positions are shown on Appendix "A%.
9. Ko iwarda are recommsnded.
10. =. BC¥BING TABULATICN
RO oF "DROFPED :
'§%§ BOMBS _WEIGET DELAY ON TARGET SALVOED REMARKS
4
222 4 800 4
a37 4 . » 4
279 4 880 " 4
8§92 4 500 " 4
059 4 80O . 4
TOTAL 24 800 ib 8/11 24 N1l
CONPIDENIIAL
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‘ 10, B. AMMUNITION EXFPENDED - WALFUNCTIONS
B0 Galibre ~30 Ca 1bre
P RDS CARR'D RXPENDED MALFUNCTIONS RDS CARR'D _ RXPEBNDED
I% "B OO0 1879 I 2y 00 I
228 8,000 1200 VAR, | 2,000 300
237 85,000 1280 gRN, ULN,URS £,000 £00
278 5,000 21786 %gg.unu.nnn.‘ 2,000 N4l
592 5,000 2580 URN,LRN = 8,000 300
089 8,000 2000 L oLY 2,000 il
TOTALEO, B+ : — 800
10. c. PHOTOGRAPHIC TABLE
] Q REMARKS
- I —
” | | 30
n ] ] 7
] | - s
592 " n . N1l
089 " " » K-21 30
TOTAL ' T4

11. Photogrspha confirm orew reports of bombimg snd £1ight lines snd
some of the observations,

12. A/P's 161, 222, 237, 598, 059 reported light, slight, and
inaceurate st 4/P level A/4/ fire. A/P £28 reported medium, slight
and inaccurate at A/P level A/A fire. ' -

15, Pour gun pits, which appeared to be about five feet in dlameter,

wers saen on top of Target Hill. One was reported tc bé empty but
others had machine guns, mounted on tripods, in them. The guns sppeare
ed to be sbout the sise of .50 cdlibre snd were below ground »avel.

A lsrge flash, as though from a large amo:nt of semunition exploding,
was seen about 100 yards NW of Target Hill as A/?'s passed over -
target for the third time enrcute to base. A fire was seen at the
Southeast slope of the hill, Three medium A/A positions were seen
immediately inland from coastal path about onse half mile delow
8{1imati Point. PFor other sightings see attached Aspendix bf

For the Squadron Commsndert

CLYDE C. CARTER
lst Lt, Air Corps
Assistant Intelligence Cfficer.

. @ =« Incls

Inel 1 - Appendix "A"
Incl 2 - Appendix "B"
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squsdron (%) :
- - '345th Bombardment Group :

~ ° "APO 989 ' . ccc/rpb

23 December 1943- |

Bubjest: Narrative Report on Nission FFO 3585-0, Performed by

500th Bomb Squadron (M), 28 December 1943, Objestive
Wewak«~Boram Area. , : ' L

To ¢ Commanding Gensrsl, Fifth Air Forece, APC 925. "
B - . Y . .

i. Airplane dispersal sreas, supply duzps and A/A posi-
tions at Wewak wers bombed and strafed with extreme accuracy by
nine B=25D=lts of the 500th Squedron in a mid-mophing attack
December 22 in the face of strencus Jap oppositions Our gune
ners shot down one Zeke definitely and one probably duvring the
brief hot fight before escorting P-38!'s pounced on the Jap =
fighters and shot some of them down, _ C

2, One hundred and thirty~two clusters of S X 235 1lb para~
frag bombs and 24 X 300 1b demolition bombs were strewn on the .
assigned target despite interseption by about 30 enemy fighters
and intenss, accurate A/A fire of all cslibres. Our planss
shot more than 19,000 rounds of smmunition intc thes targst, on
shipping in the harbor snd at the intercepting Jeap planes.
vhpes of our men, a pilot, hia coepilot and a gunaer on another
A/P were wounded, ons of them seriously. Most of our planes
were damsged by A/A or fighters, but eight returnsd to Lase,
and the ninth one landed at Nadasdb,. '

3. Specific dmn%: assessment is not possible because of
the speed and low altitude of the attack and the dslay action
bombs used. However, all crews agree on thelr £light across .
the target and aceurate bomb run both of which are confirmed
by the few available photographs. Although the enemy was ,
apparently warned well in advance, the attack is belleved to
have been successful and to have csused considerable damage.
geurfour aquadrons of the 345th Group and their escort,
four squadrons of P-38's were alons in the attack which was
designed partly to hslp neutralize the Jep air strength which

‘had been harassing Allied lsndings at .Araws on New Britain,

However, few serviceable grounded A/P's were seen.

8. Our Squadron, led by Capt Harston, Assistant Group
Operations Officer, led ths other three squadrons in the
attack, Our pilots, who took off from Jackson at 0845/L, were



FPFO 355«G, continued.

" divided into the following flights:

"\ PLIGHT “g® PLIGHT  %ge wLIGHT

161 - Capt Harston 312 = Lt NoLean 502 - Capt Dougherty
048 - Lt Spelcher 430 = Lt Nitchell £28«= Lt Kyser
068 - Capt Cavoll S14 - Lt Davis 998 < Lt Heocox

6. They joined ths Group formation enrcute to Thirty-Nils
and procseded to Ousap where they plcked up fighter cover. The
Group flew at low altitude nearly all the way %o insure as much
as possible, a surprise attack. They went northwest eof thelr
target, well inland, in order to make a different spproash from
those made on previous attacks and so ths planes would be hsade
ing for home as they made their run and could quickly pull out
of the denger zone if any were damaged.

7. Our A/P's made their attack in line abreas: formation
at sbout 125 feet at 0947/L on about an easterly Essding, diag-
onally across the two dromes. The 498th Squadron flesw on the
right wing of the first two fllghts of our Squadron so that
there was practically a fifteen-plane lins abreast formation
streaking across the target. Our third flight %o the
lert slightly to attack Wewak Township and strong A/A positions
there with 300 pound bombs, while the rest of our planes drop-
ped parafrsgs on their run, The path of our first two flights
$ook them across the SE end of Wewsk strip where A/P's are
usually dispersed and stores kept, scross Mission Pt., Cape
Borsm and directly over the heavy gun position on Cape Moenm.

8., This attack was designed to keep wost all of the A/A
under fire of our own strafing guns during the run, The 498th
Squadron took care of A/A positions in 1%s path alsoc. Our
first two flights droppsd 128 clusters of 3 X 23 pound para-
frags beginning at the supply area mentioned abcve, across the
strip and to the coast. Four similar clusters were dropped on
Cape Boram. ‘ :

9. Capt Dougherty's flight, which had gone after ths A/A
on Wewak Pt, dropped all but two of its bombs progressively
from the west coast $o the east coast to insure Baximum cover-
age. Two bombs fell in the water at ths conclusion of their
bombing yun. All but two of our nine A/P's strafed slmost
continuously throughout the entire run of three minutes, thor-
oughly covering the target area and blasting at a Fox Tare
Charlie in their path in ths harbor. Because of slectrical
trouble, A/P 514 piloted by Lt Davis did not fire a singie
shot from any of its guns. A bullet from ground fire shot-out
a wire-on Capt Dougherty's ship which prevented hias forward
firing guns from working as he approached Wewak Township.
Nevertheless, both planes made thelr runs in formation. The
planes reformed a short distance beyond Cape Moem for return.

CONPIDENTIAL



R P L

g

1o
-
k]
[ o]
W)
b
-
+3
]
-
t

FFO 385-G, eontinnod.

10. Approximately 30 Jap fighters who had been walting
for them at 3000/8000 feet, intercepted tham sbout five miles
away from thelr target, over the targel, snd a very short dis-
tance bayond., Numerous passes were made from all positions
except below and over the sea opposite Cape Borsm Sgt Weimer,
turret gunner in Capt Dougherty's plane, fired at a Zeks soming
in on his teil and caused it to burst into flames and erash in
the sea. However, the Japs fire had hit Welmer's tuprret and
wounded him in the face and neck, but he remained st his guns.
8/8gt Willer, turret gunner in Lt Hecox's plane, got a probedble
sake as 1t ceme in from above at seven ofclocke The P38
cover immediately joined the fight and took the enemy fighters
off our formation. Three Zekes wers seen to crash Irom the
P=38ts guns off shore and one burn and crask about a mile 3W

of Wewak strip.

1l1. A/A was of all calibres, intense and accurate at
A/? level, mostly of the barrege type. Onme burat pasised thru
the pilot's compartment of Lt Devis' plane, cutting Lt Davis
sround the face and msking jagged, serious cuts in the face of
his co-pilot, Lt Cock. Ths fragment continued out the co=pi=-
lot's window and lodged in the right engine nacells,

12, A short distanse away from the target, Lt ¥olean :
broke sway and took his flight toc Nadzab becauss of the wounde
ed men in Lt Davis'! plans. The flight landed there and Lt
Cook was taken to ths hospital., <Capt Marston, whose plane was
badly dameged by a 20mm explosive shell hole in the main spar
of his right wing, also landed at Nadzab where hLe left the A/P
He returned to base, with his crew, flying Lt Davis' plane.
Capt Cavoll accompanied Capt Karston 1ato Hadsab and returned
to base in the same {light, :

13, The first four planes who returned directly to base
landed at Jackson at 1205/L end the remaining four at 1435/L.

14. Lt Davis, Lt Cook and Sgt Welmer are recommsnded for
Purple Hearts for wounds received on this mission.

15. a. BOMBING TABULATION
WO OF DROPPBD ' ~
A/P BOMBS WEIGHRT DELAY ON TARGET SALVOED REMARES
161 686 23 lbs Contact 86
048 66 * " 66
068 €6 ' " (7]
s12 66 b " 68
430 68 n " 66
314 88 " " 66
592 8 3001 8/11 7 1 « In water
-5-

CONFIDENTIAL



UUNF.LDEHT.LAL
————-——-—-—-—

‘ FPO 355«3, 'continuod.

Bomb Tabuletion, continued.

NG OF 535?755
MP BOMBS WEIGHT DELAY ON TARGET SALVOED REMARKS
gez 8 s00 1b 8/11 7 " 1 - In water
992 8 " . 8 : :
TOTAL 596 X 2% 1b parafrags 396 parafrags £ - Demos
24 X 300 1b demos 22 demos '

be

<50 C 30 CALIBRE _
RDS CARR'D EXPENDED -MALFUNGTIONS  RDS CARR'D EXPENDED

P

%éi 5,5-65 ] E.EQ Z.W 800
048 8,000 2,875 LRN, LRB 2,000 1,600
0és 5,000 - 3,200 2,000
s12 5,000 1,200 2,000 800
430 $,000 850 ' 2,000 600
314 5,000 cowen All Guns 2,000 s
592 5,000 8600 All Quns 25,000 $00
zaz 5000 1100 21000 300
992 -

(l') . B ooo 15895 15600 8,500

Note: Electrical fallure on A/F 3l4.

Elsctrical system shot out om A/P 598

co PHOTGGRATHIC TABLE

048 " "  K-21

312 .. " K=20 1
" " K-21 30

314 " " K-21 S0

592 " n . X=20 4

222 n " K=21 30

TOTAL ~ 138

d. All A/Pts on miseion reported A/A of all calibres
jntense and eccurate at A/P level, It was mostly of the barr-

age type.

16. An apparently gservicesble SSF and 3 gamouflaged
Bettys were seen at the dispersal sres& south of Wewak Dromsé.
bomb dump and supplles covered with canvas were ‘peported in the
SE end of Wewak strip and quantities of suppllies were seen

along the entire coast. One Sugar Bsker and one Pox Tere Chare
' 14e were seen off the east shore of Wewsk Pt. One Fox Tare
Charlie was reported between Mission Pt snd Cape Boram.

- 4 -
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COBFPIDENZIAL .
FFO 3858+G continued.

17, Photographs confirm accuracy of bombing and pilots
reports of their bomb run. Pearafrasgs are shown falling on
Wewak Strip and diapersal areas with nil damnge portrayed. A
large amount of supplies, mostly previously damaged or doltroy-
ed are lying along the coast, :

For the Squadron Commandert.

CLYDE C. CARTER
lat Lt, Air Corps
Assistant Intelligence Officer

l=Inocl
Appendix "A"

CONFIDENTIAL
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (8&)
3L5TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (i)
APC 929 - CcCC/uwD

2l, DECELBER, €943

SUBJECT: NARRATIVE REPORT ON MISSION FFQO 357-LL, PERFORMED BY
' 500TH SQUADRON, 3L5T- GRCUP AP. 329 ON 2l DECEMEER, 9L3.

TO . : CONANDING GENERAL, FIFTH AIR FORCE, APO 925.

8. GUi: POSITIONS ON TARGET HILL A.D CONCEALED ENEMY SUPPLY AD
PURSO.. EL AREAS 15 THE VICI.ITY JF S.LIATI POINT NEAR BORGEN BAY
WERE BOVBED AnD STRAFEDACC. RATELY BY SEVEN B-25D-8'S OF THE 5Q0TH
SQUADROI IN A WINIMUN ALTITUDE ATTACK SHORTLY AFTER DAWN DECEMBER

‘2. THE TOTAL BOMB LGAD OF 28 X 500 LB, 8/4% SECO:D DELAY DELO

- BOLBS WAS ACCURATELY PLACED ON THE SMALL HILL WHICH COMMANDS LANDING

AREAS FOR A CONSIDERABLE DISTARCE ON EITHER SIDE, AND NEARLY G000
ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION WERE EXPENDED AS THE MITCHELLS PASSED OVER THE
TARGET THREE TIMES. P-lj7'S ESCORTED THE STRAFERS. E

3.  ALTHOUGH SPECIFIC DAMAGE ASSESSMENT WAS NOT POSSIBLE BECAUSE

JF THE JUNGLE TERRAIN AND THE DELAY ACT!ION BOMBS USED, CREW MEMBERS
CORROBORATE DETAILS OF THEIR ATTACK AND BOMBING ACCURACY. BOWB
Si0KE AND DUST HUNG OVER THE TARGET AS THE PLANES W!THDREW 45 MiINUTES

AFTER THE INITIAL ATTACK. ONE NAVIGATOR ASSERTED THAT AS HIS PLANE

LEFT THE AREA HE COULD SEE NO GUN POSITIONS REMAINING. THE ENEMY

OFFERED NO OPPOSITION EITHER BY FIGHTERS OR A/A/ FIRE.

4.  THE 500TH SQUADRON, LED BY LT COL TRUE, GROUP COMMANDER,
LED THE 345TH GROUP'S FOUR SQUADRONS. THE SEVEN PILOTS FLYIHG THE
500TH'S PLA: ES WERE AS FOLLOWS:

FIRST FLIGHT SECOND FLIGHT THIRD FLIGHT
048 - LT. CiL TRUE 31l - CAPT. HOWARD 312 - LT MCLEAN
430 - LT MITCHELL 222 - LT GIBB
278 = LT DAVIS 059 - LT LATAWIEC

5. OUR PLANES TOOK OFF FROM HORANDA STRIP AT DOBODURA BEFORE
DAWN AT O585/L AND PROCEEDED TO SAKAR ISLAND, OFF THE NORTHWEST COAST
OF NEW BRITAIN, THE THREE SHIPS WITHIN THE FIRST TWO FLIGHTS AND
THE SEVENTH SHIP EACH FLEW AT A DIFFERENT ALTITUDE FROM 1000 TO 2600
FEET TO AVOID POSSIBLE COLLISION IN THE DARK. AS THE SKY BECAME
LIGHTER THE PLANES WENT INTO FORMATION, ABD AT O708/L THEY (& FT
SAKAR ISLAD FOR THE TARGET.

6. THE 500TH, WFTH THE SEVENTH PLANE FLYING AS A THIRD FLIGHT,

FIRST WENT OVER THE TARGET ON A NEARLY SOUTHERLY HEADING AT 0718/L
AT 100 TO 150 FEET, STRAFING THE COAST AS THEY MADE A LANDFALL.
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‘ FFO 357=LL  CONTINUED.

6.  IN CLOSE SQUADRON FORMATIIN THEY DROPPED THE!R BOMBS ON
INDIVIDUAL RANGE. OCREW MBMBERS LOOKING BACK SAW ALL OF THE BOMBS FALL
JUST BELOW THE CREST AWD ON TOP OF THE HILL WHERE THE GUNS WERE
REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN HIDDEN IN DUG OUT POSITIONS.
7. CONTINUING INLAND FOR A SHORT DISTANCE, THE SQUADRON SWUNG
TO THE LEFT TO GO OUT OVER THE BISMARCK SEA FOR A SECOND PASSE , AND
AS THEY DID THIS, EACH FLIGHT TOOK UP A THIRTY=-SECOND INTERVAL ON
THE FLIGHT AHEAD OF IT. MAKING ANOTHER TURN OVER THE SEA, OUR PLANER
MADE A STRAFING PASS ALONG THE COAST FROM ABOUT THREE MILES NORTHWEST
OF SILIMATI POINT TO THE POINT IN FLIGHTS OF THREE IN JRAIL Wl TH

THE SEVENTH SH1P BRINGING ¥P IN THE REAR. THE PLANES ANOTHER TURN
30T OVER THE SEA TO GET THE GROUP’FORMATION AGAIN AND THEN R SSED
OVER SILIATI POINT FOR THE THIRD TIME AS THEY HEADED FOR BASE AT
0733/L. RETURN WAS DIRECT, OUR PLANES LANDING AT HORANDA STRIP

AT GBl,5/L. LT GIBB LANDED AT NUMBER li STRIP AT DOBODURA BECAUSE HE

HAD A HJLE IN ONE TIRE, CAUSED WHEN HE HIT A LANDING LIGHT ON
TAKEOFF. THE TIRE DID NOT GO FLAT, HOWEVER, UNTIL HE WAS TAXIING

AWAY FRON THIS STRIP.

8. THE FIGHTER ESCORT WAS GOOD, BUT THE ENEMY OFFERED NO
OPPOSITION EITHER IN THE FORM OF INTERCEPTION OR A/A FIRE. EXCEPT
FOR THE DAMAGED TIRE MENTIONED ABOVE, THERE WEBEX WERE NO DAMAGES
TO PLAVES OR INJURIES TO PERSOMNEL.

‘ 9. NO AWARDS ARE RECOMMENDED.
10 A, | BOMBING TABLE
A/P NO0. OF T1YPE WEIGHT NO. DROPPED  NO. REWARKS
BOMBS ON TARGET ___ SALVOED
ggg ﬁ B/ 500 Ef“
203?8 h’ 1t " )+
222 h‘ o " h
3tk Ly " N L
& b 1 Lk
T 2 8711 3500 jﬁ! NIL
0. . STRAFING TABLE
.50 CALIBRE — ~ .30 CAL|BRE
“37?V'Tﬁﬁr755%iﬁ§j‘ﬁiﬁ: WALF . RDS CARR'D_ EXP, WALF .
O4s 5 000 725 Xe 2,000 100 NIL
h5g 5,000 1350 XXM 2,000 SiL LRW
27 5,000 130 LRN 2,000 NIL ULW
31y 5000 2000 URN 2,000 NIL LRW
222 5,000 1];,00 2,000 NI
059 5,000 800 2,000 NIL .
312 000 1150 __URN 2,000 NIL
® —_"5"'6?55_"‘8'85"7 %5, 55 3 1,000 100 3
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1. PaINTS OF PHOTOGRAPHS HAVE NOT BEEN RECEIVED AT TIME OF THE:
.:iREPORTc _ _ ‘ R v FIME OF THEQ

| 42, ALL SIGHTINGS ARE TO ¥:20000 SPECIAL WAP SERIES, GLOUCESTER

| AIRDROMES, MT, LANGLA AND SILIMATI POINT. THREE APPARENTLY

 SERVICEABLE BARGEB WERE BEEN BEACHED AT m‘%ﬂ' A WREGKED BARGE,

.~ YIED TO SHORE W TH TNO ROPER A THOUGH IT MIGHE BE USED FOR &

| WAS SEEN AT 737897, A CLEARING, APPROXIMATELY 400 FEEY SQud

o "SEEMINGLY CAMOUFLAGED WITH A (ARGE NET, WAS OBSERVED AT 707+8U0.

A FOOT BRIDGE AND SEVERAL PATHS WERE SEEN ALONG COAST JUST RAST O

}- - A,INAMED RIVER WOUTH AT Ta2e9lil, A VOLCANO SOUTHEEST OF TARGET HiLL
WA AGTIVE, SENDING UP A LATY COLUMN OF WHITE SMOKE, A REGTANGULAR
 TARSPAPER COVERED BUILDING WAS SEEN AT T11+839, ABOUT ONE MILE

. HORTHEAST OF NAKAROP VILLAGE, X

S FOR THE SQUADRON COMMANDER e e

2 INCLS " GLYDE C. CARTER

N n
INCL 4 = APPENDIX ¥A™: 48T LT, AIR CORPS -
INCL 2 ~ APPENDIX *B" ASS'T INTELLIGENCE OFFICER.
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2iE | SEGRET - 3853-3T
B 25Dt U3

500th Bexbardssnt Squadron (X)
3ii5th Bombardasent Greup (M) '
AP0 503 cco/ It

27 Deoember, 1943

‘Subject: Narretive repart oo Hissiom FFO 358-jJ, performed by the 500th

Squadron, 345th Bambardment Group (i), APO 503, on 25 Decsmber, 1543.
To 3 Commsnding General, Pifth Air Foros, APC 925.

1. An ensay strongpoint east of Gaps Gloucestar, designated casually as
Terget Bumber 21, was blasted by six 3-25d-1's of the 500th Squadron on the
afternocn of December 25 as a Christmas Dy prslude to landing operations on
the Northwest coast of New Britain. '

2. Fo enemy opposition was offered either by A/A fire or fighters as owr
mads two passes over the target, the first te drep L2 X 300 1b,
4/5 secend dslay, bombs and sirafs, and the second to strafe again. Nore than

:

numerous grass fires wurs observed in the area. .

3. Four squadrons of strafers of the 3h5%th Group with an area cover of one
squadron of P-4i7's participated in the attack against specific targets betweea
Silimati Point and Cape Gloucestar. . -

k. The S01st Squadron led the Group, and LS Nolean led the 500th which was

FIRST PLIGHY SECCND FLIGET
312 - Lt Nolean - - Dougherty
279 - Lt Davis 278 - Lt Xyser
237 - Capt. Howard 992 -~ It Recox

8. JFor data on bombs dropped ses attached tables

9. Por ammunition expenditure see attached tablss. :
. 10. Por number and type photographs taken ses attached tables. The few
photographs available confirm bomb hits in the target. '
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. Baryative Report on Mission PFO 358-JJ eontimued (2). -
POR THE COMMANDING CFFICER

CLYNE C. CARTER
1st. 1Lt, Alr Corps
Assistent n\umganu otﬁ.ur.
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‘. Narrative Repert on Mission FPO 358-JJ continued (3)
BOMEING ZABLR o :
MNP ¥o. of Dype Welght Ro. Dropped Ho. salvoad
Bowbs on iﬁ_rpt
37 /D set. 300 1d
279 7 " " H
237 7 . » 7
068 7 b B 7
2’ 7 . . 7
992 7 » " 7
K )73 W/F sec. 2800 1 3 81
SIRAFING ZABLE TABLE
+50 Calitre ».
mﬁ EXp. WALY. o .
2,000 o0
279 . " 1300
237 . 1100 w 200
068 n 1600 " 1400
‘ 271 n 1100 ) 500
_ 992 L] 750 » - 800
o 6 0% &% WYL —12,000 REOU — W1 "
PHOTOGRAPES
P Time Taken Locall o
¢ TS/ e T iy B asra TaTtare)
279 Ml
237 1h25/1 Target Area x-20 -1
068 5
278 w1l
992 Nl
)
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER -
500th Bombardment Squadron (1)
* 345th Bambardment Growp (K)
AP0 503 00/ wd

27 December, 1543

Subject: HNarrative Report on Mission FFO 3S9-XB, performed by the 500th Bomb.
Squadron, 3k5th Bombardment Group (M), APO 503 on 26 Decexber, 1943,

70 ¢ Cosmanding General, Pifth Air Force, APO 925.

mmmm;mgnmmsmmumup. Coxing in after a
hsavy naval bombardment which eontinmed right up until the strafers were ready
to make their bamb run, the strafers bombed their asaigned targets and them took
up intervals in f1lights of three in trail. Twice more they strafed the coast
inandmtcontinoueckmmhcpthcmchmarfinwhihthctrooplmm
for shore. The mission was considered axtremely successful. ,

4. Our planes encountered no enemy A/A fire or fighters and all returned
safely. .

5. The 500th Squadron, led by Lt Col Trus, Group Commanding 0fficer, in turn
dad the Group. Ourtuplmauthtbirpilmmdiudodufonmc

FIRST FLIGHT SECOND FLIGHT THIRD FLIGHT
068 -~ 1t Col Trus 059 - Capt. Howard 312 ~ Lt ¥clean
222 -~ Capt. Dougherty 279 - Lt Gibd 992 ~ Lt Hecox
237 - Capt. Cavold 314 - Lt Davis 278 - Lt ratawiec
(Spare ship, #4130, took part) L30 - Lt Mitchall

6. The 500th Squadrem took.off from Horanda strip at 0530/L and in loose
formation at different altitudes within flights to prevent possible collision
in the dark, proceeded to Sakar Island at a general altitude of 5000 feet.
Circling the island several times to pick up the other squadrons in formaticn,
the Oroup left Sakar Islund at OT15/L far the target.

SECRET
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Narrative Report on Mission FFO 359-EE continued (2)

7+ Skirting the line of warships which were shelling the North cosst
New Britain, our planes {lew around tha most Easterly ship in line and wexn
for the attack. The plan called for radio commmmication between our lead
and the Navy to inform them we were ready for the attack, but contact was ande,
Howsver, the naval fire stopped as our planes cane arcund the last ship and headed
for the target. The bombing run was made in Squadron formatica on a Southeasterly
heading at 0727/1, at 550 to 600 fest. The spare plane, which had accospenied the
flight to Saiar Island, flasw on the right of the third flight and participated in
ths attack. Each A/P carried 12 X 100 1b phosphorus bowbs, instantanecus fuse,
and nearly all bombs were dropped just short of, and on, the targst. Ths result-

SEp®

another run. As this turn was mads, the flights within the squadron took a
30-second interval and meds two more strafing passes in flights of thres in trail,
The tenth plane remaining on thes right of the third flight. The passes wers made
in an almost eontinucus circle over the beach Northwest of Silimsti Paint as the
lead flights came in direetly behind the last flights of the last squadron.

9. After the third pass over the target the planes headed South and re-mads
& Group forsstion off the South coast of New Britaim, returning to base direct.

10. No snemy A/A fire or fighters were encoumtered and we received no damsages
or injurias.

il. No avards are recozmended.

J2. PFor bombs dropped and ammmition expended aee attached tables.

13. Photogrsphs show bambs bursting thooughout the target and raising & huge
cloud of smoke, effectively scresning Target Hill from the beach. For destailed
data on photogrephs taken, see attiched tables.

k. MY eigntings except Naval action and landing Wtions. As our A/P's
left the ares, the first wave of landing bargos was about 100 yards off shore.

For the Commanding Officer.

CLYDE C. CARTER
1st L%, Adir Corps
Assistant Intelligence Officar.
2 Incls.
Incl. 1 - Appendix =A®
Incl. 2 - Appendix "B®
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) 359~-KK
SECREZ & Den i3
OFFICE OF THE INTELLIOENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardsent Squadron (M)
345¢th Bombardment Qroup (i)
APO 503 CCC/ wd

28 m’ m

Subject: Narrative Report on Mission FFO 359-KK, performed by the 500th Bomb
Squadron, 345th Bamberdment Group (M), APO 503, on 26 December, 15L3.

%o ¢ Commanding General, Fifth Air Farce, APO 925.

‘le 8ix B-25D-1's of the 500th Squadron attempted to bomb enemy ground
positions on Natane Point (Borgen Bay) on
attack resulted in only eight bombs being dropped on the target. Withering A/A
fire from Allied troops riddled our planes while on
oteurphnumshotdmufhus,anot.mumuuntwbdnghltm
mfh.mmmm,ummmatmmmmammm
operetion and will require an engine change, and a fourth (one of three that
retwrned to base) had so maly holes in iy that it has been transferred ¢o a
sarvice group. One member of & returned erew was wounded.

2. ¥o enesy A/A fire was encountered, and although one Val followed our
mmfwmmwmwmmwmnmamnmun
mw,itdmmnunmwuhmuan.

3. Four of the Mitchells reached the target, but of their total boab losd
of 16 X 500 1b bombs four were dropped in Borgen Bay, eight fell ocn Natamo Point
with unocbserved results and four fell just off shore of the Peint.

L. The scens over the target was a mass of action of airplanes chasing each
other through the aky, some crasling in flames, dive bombars attacking naval
vessels and every vessel in the arsa spewing skyward all the ack ack they could
mister. Ack ack and airplanes filled the air as the Mitchells streaked in low
toward their target, unmolested until Allied gumners blasted them with great

acouracy.

Se The afternwon sttack by the Mitchells wes the second pert of a double-
header strike to cover our trocps invading the Northwest coast of New Britain.
In the morning the 3L5th Group put 39 strafers in the attack folloming naval
bmtmdwmcmtmmwmmgmMmmom
off shore. In the afternomn the Group returned with 24 aircraft to concentrats
m.mzmmmtmmmmwmwdamwtomm
positions there and discourage him from trying to reinforce the Silimati Peint
area where our troops had landed. Our fightar cover, and that in the area wers
excellent.

SECRET?
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Farrative Report on Mission FPO 359-KK continmed. (3)

12. As the sscond fIlight passed the Allied landing craft, A/k battariss
drove a steady bail into L% Nitchell's plans, in Number 2 positimm, riddiing it

with an estimated 100 holes of wvaricus aizes. 1% Eitchell econtinned ‘en to the

Iw
]
L

|
¢

§
i
g
%

waist gun and caused no damage. Shortly after it broke amy and beaded East, the
val mas chased by two B-25's which left the formatiom behind our planes. The
Nitchells were seen to #mil the Yal for 2 few minutes and then re-join their

16. Bo smards are resommended.

17. Per data on bombs and ammunition expended see attached tables.

18. Thare was no photo interpretation due to umreliable picturss. Fhoto
tabls on attached sheet.

19. Sightings as given above.

For the Commanding Officer.

CLYDE G. GARTER
1st Lt, Air Gorps ‘
2 Inels. Assistant Intelligence Officer.
Incl. 1 -~ Appendix ®*A% '
Incl. 2 - Appendix *p*
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‘ garrative Report on ¥ission FIO 361-HH cantinued .(2)
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Assistant Intelligence

1st Lt, Air Corps

im-ﬂ. CARTER

Incl. 1 - Appendix WA®
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992 -~ 12 Heoax 059 = 1t Latawieo
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' DU
OFTICE OF THY INTELLIGERGE CFPICER
S00th squadron (M)
th Bosbardment Group ()
APO 503 cco/iwd

3. m%htmmmmwﬁﬁmﬁmmgmmmm

ez folloxs:

FLIORT 8ECOMD FLIGHT
- Capt. Howard 068 = Capte NMortensen
048 - Lt Speicher 312 - Capt. Dougherty
237 - Capt. Cavo 059 - Lt Latawies

COEPIDENTIAL
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Barrative Report on iission FFO 364-DD continued (2)

S. MNo other results wers cbserved other than that some bombs fell on plles
of suppliess in Erimahafen Plantation and that whols area nvmdm ‘
bonb smolke and dust. v _Iﬁlc Ii‘lh

6. SowAAﬂr.- 13,
pidoc /| or fighters were encountercd by our planes and all

7. Mo awards are recomaanded.

8. PFires were ssan at Medang and Bogedjim. Several piles of suppliss
uu-ﬁuh;ﬂfut&ghmdﬁutmmm,mmcmodﬁ;h
canves in Brimahafen Plantation. No sctivity was observed around Jjetty o in
the barbor. Bogadj)im Road was chserved o de in good condtion, and all
were intact. Six barges were cheerved gaing Nortimsst about one alf mils off
the cosst oppesits Gali Villags (sbout 25 miles Soutbwest of Salder.)

9. Photographs had not been redceived at tims of this repart.
mmcmnungm{

CIYDE C. GLRTER
ist LS, Air Corps
Intelligence Officare

M'.l ‘w Hp® *
Incl. .2 - Appandix =B*
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CONFIDBNZIAL 500
A=l
o =L TAN WY
CFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE CFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron ()
345th Bombardment Group (M)
APO 503 -

2 January, 194k

Subject: Narrative Repcrt on Mission FPO 1-E-1, performed by the 500th Bomb
Squadron, 345th Bombardment @roup (X), APO 503, on January 1, 15khk.

To : Commanding Qeneral, Fifth Air Force, APO 925,

1. The coastline East of Saidor was bombed and strafed by six B-25D-1's
of the 500th Squadron in a8 mid-afternoon minimnm altitude attack Jamuary 1
to soften up the landing areas to be used hy Allied troops the following day.
twanty-feur (2h) X 500=pound bombs were dropped accuratsly on ths target, and
more than 15,000 romnds of ammmition were expended as the Mitchells, essorted
by P=38t's, made two passes over the targst. The bombing was excellent, and
bomb smoke and dust bung over the target as our planes withdrew. The enemy
offered no opposition. ,

2. 7The scheduled attack called for all four squadrons of the 345th Group
to strike at Saidor, but the result was that the 500th Squadron was the only
full squadron that bombed the target. Ome flight of three planes of another
squadron also bombed Saidor, but the remaining ¢two squadrons and one flight
bombed an area about 32 miles Southeast.

3. The 498¢h Squadron led the Group with the S00th flying in Number 3
position. XNowever, becauss the other squadrons peeled off early and bambed
the wrong area, the 500th was the first over Saidor. Our planes, led by Capt.
Nortensen, were divided into flights as follows:

FIRST PLIGHT SECOND FLIGRT
3% %
= Capt. Hortensen 312 -« It ¥elean
048 - Lt Speichar 237 - Lt Shirreffs
314 & Capt. Dougherty 059 = Lt latawiec

4. The 500th took off from Horanda at 1343/L and rendesvoused with the
other squadrons of the @Group and two squadrons of P-38's at 2000 feet over
the Qona wreck. Leaving the wreck at 1400/1L, they procesdsd arcund the Huon
Peninmmla and through the Vitias Strait toward the target.

S« The squadrons ahead of the 500th peeled off near Lepsius Point as
though to attack. Capt. Mortensen observed that the formation had not yet
reached its target and continued on toward Saidor. Turning over the eea, hs
led our squadron over the target on an approximate heading of 165 degrees at
1530/L at 100 to 200 feet. Qur planes strafed as they passed over the
coastal strip and dropped all their 2l X 500 1b, L/5 second delay, demo bombs
in the specifically assigned area = 1B to 30 -~ as shown on the attached
diagram,

COEFIDENTIAL



Narrative Report on Missiom FPO 1-E-l continued (3)

6. Withdrawing from the coast, ourplams'mdoanothtr turn ever the sea
andmth.mhudingudaaatﬂringpuaatmorut. Ths planes left the

target at 1541/L, all returning safely to base, landing at 1706/L. ¥o enemy
fightears were seen, or A/A fire encountered. '

7. No swards are recoxmendsd.

8. A garden was seen at 560773 (Saider Provisienal, 1 inch to 1 mile.) A
red-roofed building, estimated to be 10 X 14 fest, was sesn at Mur Plantation.
A 500-foot~high column of white smoks was seen at 1550/1 from 1000 feet at the
mouth of the Urewa River in Saueruak Bay, about 27 miles Southeast of Saidor.

9. Photographs had not been received at the time of this report.
For the Commanding Officer.

CLYDE C. CARTER
1st Lt, Air Corps
2 Incls. Assistant Intelligence Officer.
Incl. 1 - Appendix mAn
Incl. 2 -bippendix wpw
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Narrative Report oo Xissiom FFO 1-E-1 continued (3)

BOMBING TARLE
F . o o474 . DROP
BONDS ON TARGRYT
(7223 'y WD seccnd 500 1b B
o8 L L] " h
ny . . " h
N2 . " . h
2837 . " . k
059 » . » h
6 2L L/5 second 500 1b o 1
P  RDS. CARR'D EXP SALE » RDS. CARR'D BXP.  MALY.
o T LRH x Nl
o8 . 2900 IRN, UIN . 1800 "
31 " 2200 ¥l » 500 "
2 . 1235 i » 251 n
87 » m m. m’ 344 b m ) n
- 2800 UIN  oh Y "

%?'—'Em 9 12,000 2000 "Wl

GOﬁFIDERTIAL



§

o,

AN
S
;f.,,i”/ N
Y

o "X _ZONRIOIJAE BNIgnog NOILVA¥ESHO MAyn

T/TSL 03 1/0€97 LADUVL HHAO MATL

" LAFT 00¢ °3 00T =maNIILTY

: 3satd .&mcm«a;@@bpxmmamo *0S
| WSNE dnown Yagog No¥avndg

© T-3-T  *ON NOISSIN

e e ‘

-



YISSION MO,  1-E-1 .
SCUADRCN _ 500%h  GaCUP  3hSth
5G. ORDER OVER TARCET “First.
‘ ALTITUDE 100 to 200 FEET,
o TIME QVER TARCET <t30 to 15L1/
: : CREW OBSEZRVATICN BOVGITGLERFICIEY
@ CREY REPORT O nCuH HITS 2%

Tx.

N
N
S ’ .
"~ DEKAYS BAY




1> .
SHE 3 1o, §. BLIE PN 11,
EER LI o
3 it gt |l |
1o Ll
o i 3 fpgarlis sk MU R 5 mm
I 4 mm_m b
mmm TR AL
2 mmm msmwmmwm ﬁm; w.,.m ww_mmmmmm wm :
I fidl syl
wum m"wmmm _mmmm g mm." wmm. il mw
gl s N G bl o
i e mmmmmw mmmw Wwwm wumummmummm 3



COKEFIDEHBRTIAL

FFO 6~I-1, continued.

troops being lats our bombing was probably not as effective as it might
bava besn. However, the area which was bombed was cowmred by an excellent,

cléss pattarn.

Tthn umsmtmmumw, hndingtithoutinci—-
chntatl‘BS/I..

Te Ou-tightwcmrmgood. Bhile no A/A or ground fire was re-
perted Yy any crew on the thres pesses, twe holes did appear rather xyster-
icusly in the nose and tail of one A/Pe It is belisved, howsver, that this
dazage may bave been done Ly fire from other friendly planes in the arsa.

e ‘No awards ars recommended.

§» Treck leading to Nakarop appsared well asede A sxall foot bridge
was omut"l_l’l-ﬁs'( (Reference: Nt lLangla Special kap, 1:20,0&).

10, wpuunmmmmatmu-afmw.
For the Squaditon Commanders

CLYDE C. CARYER
.18t Lt, Alr Corps
Anst. Intelligence Officer

2 - Incls
Incl 1 = Appendix =p%
Inel 2 -~ Appendix uBt
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CFFICE OF THE INTSLLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron ()
. 3k5th Bombardment Group '
APO 503 €LC/rpb

9%,19&

Subject: Barrative Repart on Nission FFO 8-3-1, Performed by S00th Bombard-
ment Squadren (M), 8 January, 19ik.

To 3 Commanding General, Fifth Air Force. APO 926.
1. &nULpaiummmuthbabmu,mbnanmblm

miumdeaampMaWodmwgetaMWh
Kildsng Ptn on the wouthwest eoaat of nearby Karkar Island.

2¢ rmmxm%mmmpmhmamtmt
murthmtimwmtmuinthamnmcrcmiaumm&m

3+ The 500th Squadfon, led by Capt Mortensen, led thae Group andwwas di-
vided into the following flights:

WAY PLIGHT hB* PLIGHT
4A/P 652 - Capt Mortensen 4/P 314 - Capt Hochella
4/P 079 = Lt Doman 4/P 237 = Lt Shirreffs
A/P 222 ~ Lt Speicher A/P 055 -~ Lt James

Le oOur planes took off from Koranda at 1L00/L and rendesvoused over
Cape :ard Punt with the Group and two Squadrons of P-36's at 2000 faet twenty
minutes lster. Skirting the Huon Paninsula, the formation passed. through the
Vitiazs Strait and mads laddfall seversl miles nerth of the target. Approach-

the target on a nearly easterly leading our planes attacked at 1602/1 at
50/100 feete Lipping suddenly cver a hill sheltering the harbor to the west,
our planes started astrafing imediately and passed directly over the target
in 2 six plane echelon to the right. Twenty-thrse X 300 1b, 4/5 second de-
lay, bombs were dropped en the west side of the harbaor scering hits on an 4/4
position near the mission bullding area and blowing up the largest mission
building andancther nearby. 4 fire sending up white smoke was started
8lightly north of the mission area. Seven bombs fall in the barbor &nd eigh~
tean more fell among suppliss and many barracks tyoe buildings not previously



R S S e war ww e

FFO 8-g=1 continued.

reported in the vielnity of the kadang road on the ncrtheast shore of the har-
. Brukingamthoaea, mphnespassodomthescuﬁnwstmtd

Kerkar Island and severel bulldings irn the Zildeng Ptn there wers strafed,

The attack was cansidsred to have baen successful,

ware firing and four new cnes Wers repwried 43 follows: two on the

fluid to leak out and necessitating the landing gear to be lowered manuelly.
Ansther plane received a Jagged hole in the %ing. Ho personnel were injured.

7+ Qur fighter cover Y8 good, but it encountersd 2o oppodition.
fe Ho a.ards ape recomusnded,

9 Ses new i/A positiems reparted in paragraph five (5) above for sight-
ings. Cther 8ightings reported wers 48 follows: (oastal track near Gape Gesrr-~
don appearasd well used; & serviceable barge near beach southeast of Cape Gonr-
dang a motar-transpart bridge &sproximetely 150/200 feetlong over a river sev-
2ral miles socutheast of Cape Qourdon; approximately 15 bargos were sesn in the
uBu&l barge hidecut ares in the southeustern vart of the harbor 3 two additional
barges neer inmermost perinster of harbar; supplice and Lany barracks type
buildings in the ares around the Madang roac {nland frem the harborts mouth;
four 1o five small boats were seen sovti of kosen, four more scuthsast of Ju-
Tum; numerous buildings in the fildeng 7tn on ths soutiwest cokst of Karkar
Island,

i0. Fhotographs bave noi been received for intarpretation ay the time of
this report.

For the Sguauren Coagancer:

CLYGE C. CiiTER
ist Lt, air Corps
2 - Incls ABs't ntsllirenca Officer
dnel 1 - appendix nyn
Inel 2 < Appeudix wynm

—-——-—----———



FFO 8=B=1 continued.

SCHBING TABIE
"G GF 1Pk, ¥G URGPPEY WU LRLIPEL
A/P  BOHES FUSE WEIONT OX TARGET ELSEWHERS BHERR
373 i} 4/5 second WU 1b [ 3 Baroor
075 8 " " é 2 n
222 8 « " 8
31k 8 # 1] 8
237 g " " £ 2 &
059 E n " ’ 1 %
Y¥AL LB L7% second 30 1b 175 Z
STRAFING TABLE

«50 CALLRRH 30 CALIBRE
4&/P EDS (ARR'D EXPD HALFUNCTIONS ROS CARR'D XIPD MALFUNCINS
692  L,000 . 1,750 R g 2,000 200
079  L,000 1,856 - 2,000 200
222 4,000 1,900 2,000 200
33 4,000 2,10 ; 2,000 s3]
237 4,000 900 UES & ULB. 2,000 800

Q59 1,350 2,000 £00
TOTE Zh, P R

4/P 314 was only plane taking photos. Ten X-20 and 30 XK-21 shots wers
zade of the target and bombing at 1602/ to 1508/L.

A/A was resortod as light and mediwm, medersds an: inaecurate 1o acour-
ate at lho level of Gur A/Pis.

W ma wm NS M e P e W e wus R
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11,500
mumuanmw. rolmm-uurmlhmphnu
m.zm.aqmwwurmuncmemwmum
mmmmwmummm.~- Striks was unopposed ex-
wtrwmght,mtruuw

of
ummcmg:niuimmmdudby%&mdrmatm’Larth‘
mphmhgtemmt;m:. Our
mdbamhridﬁandmluﬂngmmammm:or

3+ The 501st Squadron lad the formatian. Lt Van Ausdell lad ogp Squad-
ron which was divided into flights as follows;

AAR 1 IGNT "Ee g1 IGHT
A/P%a-z.tvmmmn A/POSI-ClptM
A/P 992 « L% Heeax A/P 059 « Lt James
A/P 312 - Lt geap 4/P 019 - Lt Pritashall

flight bombed and strafed while the second anly strafed. Another cirels
andlmthrmmuda, aAnd this time the first flight strafed and our
Bocond flight bombed and strafed. Our 4/P's were over the target from
1325/L to 1340/L at altitudes of 25/150 feat. No results of ihe boubing
cuﬂdboamalthoughﬂmmmsigm of scms activity. A szall amount
of ¥/G fire was goen coming from within the target. Our fighter protection
®23 10 have been furnished by &rea cover over Saider nearby but there was
B0 need for the fightars t0 be called. The planes returned te base direct
landing at 1510/1. mNone of our plares wers dasiged or men injured.

——-.-——-.-—A-——



CLYDE . CAR®ER
18t Lt, Adr Corps
Ass't Imtelligence Orficer
2 - Inels
Inel 1 - Appendix i«
Incl 2 « ippendix spe
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CREW REPT BOKBING EFFICIENCY Fx
¥ CLCl3 REPORT OF BOLD HITSTT,O
T PLANES TAKING PHOTOS nuu
T  OTHER PLANES

»n

A?D £



g
3c-

AD | "WDE*:‘.;";.. e
MIRALTY EIHBIOV. __ﬁmm,-- “';:":;;Eﬂ' o

LUE) mwo “ :

&gqg‘z;om s

: (ALL P
BB, SHOWN A7 anmmc OF m;L? ?s m\

-

»

")
~2
GARrRoveE I5/an.

VITy ISLAND 5

MADANG
AS t‘r—o/aée
N 54_7

. o RN
\_ duoa'}(:»
«?
«?
Va
-~—‘x

'-"rs,Q“

#07 l/,yf_‘[)‘ (///
. Ooumey 5 DLV
4 0 DK
Tf; 6 —_—— ) /:/// X
AL 4o
W WAV TS
F/'V/A/rgau N & z

H’
‘KO/N»NTU 0] /‘/NH
J/yumq @]

[

! 4

i s
' 3

. 1N
J!Jl rA "D/‘D //5 1 v

Sz
i 149 (Gt
—



——
L
oy

o Vo &L~
A, COXPIDEXTIAL DTAN LY
OFFICE QF THE IRTELLIGEECE CPPICER
800th Bombarduent Squadron ()
345th Boembardment Group (¥)
AP0 BO3 . ece/iwa
January 13, 194¢

Subject: Yarrative Report on Hission Ppo 12«B-1, p.mm by the
. 500tk Bombardment 3quadren, 345th: Bombardnent Group (x),
APO &3, on January 12, 1944,

To ! Commanding Qeneral, Pifth air Forece, APQ 925,

i. Three firss unﬁngupmkotomrntmswu
Vitar Plantation, and o Jetty in Sek Earbor was blown wp in a mide
' mintmuz altisude attack on Alexishafen by nins B-25D-1'g

of the 500th 8quaedron Jannary 12. Our 8scortad Mitchells met no
oppoaition in the form of fighters or 4/A fire; lack of the latier
probably resulting from peraistent attacics made on Alexishafen
recantly.

2. The attack conaisted of a strike by Be=24t'g clogsely followed
by the strike of the 345tk Group strafers, both ;rovided't%th P=iq?
‘ fightsr cover. It was desizned a3 part of a "softening up ‘process
on enemy supply and defense inatallationa, S . :

3. The 498th Squadron led the 345tk Group, and the 550tk
8quadron, led by Lt Van Ausdell, flew in Number 4 position. OQupr
nine pleanes wers dividsd intoc the following fli:hta:

FIEET PLIGET SECORD FLIOHT THEIRD PLIBHET
068 - LT Va: Ausdell S9% - ecox 239 - Capt Xortenssn
992 - Lt Pritgahall 161 - Lt James 812 - Lt Doman
089 - Lt Latawisc €92 - Lt Geer 079 ~ Lt Speicher

%. The 5OOth took off from Horanda at 0830/L. and rendexzvoused
with the Group over the Gona wreek at 2000 feet. The formation
Procesded tc Hadzab wrere it picoked up its fighter cover and pro-
ceedsd to a point a little Horthwest of Alexisitcfen in ordsr to make
ite run on & nearly SOutheasterly besding., The attack ¥as made at
1045/1 from 50 to 100 feet in rliihts of three in trail,



PreRSEECT

: C9XPIpEsTra:

| Rarrative Report en FPO 18.3-1 continued,

. A rire Ssnding up white amoke S0 2000 feet was started just
Forth of ihe bighway bridge snd tws mors sending up black amoks to
about the game height wers started at Vigap Plantation, Other borh
hita, ascoriing to orew reporta, are shown on Attached Appendiy o LN
The 3 sko and

7 zh.,aruup'rtndclvanscd over the sea Detween Al;xiiharon :&a
Bagabag Island and returned to bage direst. 411 oup Planes returnea

9. Two barges a2 718398 (tnig and ai) subsequant relorences
Are %o Alexishafen Special, 1:25,000); six Suwourlsged barzes in
codst at 709-398; four barges o’ eeCll shore of Admosin Iaiandg
ons bdarge at 720-393; & bridze ¢ithep Previcusly knoeked out op
flooded by high water at 721-412, ~

10. Photogrephs had not been recelvad at the time or ¢hig
raport fop interpretation,

-For the Commsnding Officer,

CLYDE C. CARTER
ist Lt, Aty Corps
Assistant Intelligence Officer

2 Inecls.
Incl, 1 - Appendix "z
Inel. 2 - Appendix "m"



2 EEIDENZIAL

lc:n

Barpative Heport on PFO 124B-1 continued.

BOMBING TABLE
BB v mmay i ires am it G e 2
_ BOMRS

Gges <€ SU0 1D &/5 sec.
902 8 £50 1» 4{5 sea.
089 4 500 * LE

892 8 280 * T =

181 4 80c * b

692 4 500 " s

235 4 500 ™ L "

32 4 oo * . =

078 8 250 * ® ®

9 & ﬂi” x:: 850! 5 4/& second

PECTOGHAPHS
WIVE LCCALITY TYPE EXPOSTRES
ATz et ReBl B
o8 " " on u K-21 30
g " LI n K21 30
K] 1048/10507L  Yarzet ReRl o0
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OFPICE OF TUE ISTELLIGERCE OFFICIR
800th Bombardment Squadron (¥)
345tk Bombardsent Group (%)
APC BO3 | CCO/ jwa

14 Jaxuary, 1944

. . BR(- Tt .
Sub ject: Narrstive Raport sn 7Fo gtnézi. performed by the 500th
Bomb Squsdrun, 345tk Bowbardment Group (¥), APC B0Z, on

January l4, 1944.

To 3 Commanding Genersl, Fiftr Alr Porce, AP0 925,

i. 3upply areas sround Priedrich EKarl Herbor were bombed with
43 300~pound bomba by & B-85D«1's of the 500th Squadron in &
minimum altitude attask January l4. 4 smsll building on the west
aide of the harbor was blown Up, and bomb bursta were geen throughe
out the target. A1l but four bombs fell on land end bombling was
®xcellent. 3otk aides of the harbor for a consliderable distanes, and
the lower part of Sek Island were thoroughly atrsefed with 10,450
rounds of smmuniticn,

2. The four squadrons of the 345th Group partlcipated in thre
attack which was shortly aftar a bombardiment by hesvies, Our planes,
8scoried by one aquadron of P=47's close cover and one squairon of
F=37'8 &3 top cover, m=et no snemy opposition by fizhters or sck ack,

3. The 429th dquairon led the striira and the 520th, led by
Capt Hortensen, flew in Zumdber 2 position. Sur plsnes wepe divided
into the following rlights:

PIRST PLIGET SYCOAD FLISET
079 - Capt Hortensan 068 = Lt Van Ausdell
059 « Lt Prey £37 = Lt Doman
081 - Lt Shirrefrts 982 - Lt Hecox

€. Cur planss took off from Horanda st 1248/L and rendezvoused

with tlie othepr aquadrons of the 345th firoup over the strip as

RUVUG feet, The formation rendeszvoused With the fighters ovep
Saidor and proceedsd directly %o the targat, wmuking landfall nespr
Bili Bil! Island below Yadeng., They made their attack on a Northe
oxstarly Leading at 1437/L from 25 Lo 125 fest. The gttack was
mede In Flizhts of three in trail and, es the crews 8&w no ahipping
in tke harder while on their approuch, they drogzped their bombs in
¥azada Plantation south of the hurbor and in the apea directly
northk of the harbor whara avpplies were belisved to be Lidden.
Four bombs fell in tha haroor, 43 X 300 1k, 4/5 second delay, homba
were seern to burst in the Plentation snd woodsd =reas, snd one fell
on 3inub Island northeast cf the harhor,

—-—.—-——-—-—.‘—.—
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Harrative Report on FFPC l4-P=1 continued.

4. A small building on the western end of t he harbor blew up
as the result of & direct hit, but no specific aasessment of other
damage could he made, Our planes thoroughly strafed the target and
immediste vicinity with 10,450 rounds of ammunition. HNo enemy ack
ack er fizhters wers seen.,

S. Our planss withdrew over the sea tb reform tﬁo Group and
returned to base direct, landing at 1826/L. No planes were damaged
or perscnnsl injured, .

8. No awards are rescomezsnded,

7. 8ightings were reportsd as follews: A4 truck was seen
moving across & bridge on ths Wewak road in Nagada Flantation.
Fumerous villages were seen in the area but the specific target
apreared desclate. _ _

8, Photos had not been recleved at the tims of this report
for interpretation.

Por thse Commanding Offlicer

LYDE €. CAHTER
1st 1Lt, 4ir Corps
2 Incls. Asaistent Intelligence Qfficer.
Inel. 1 - Appendix "A™ :
Incl, 2 = Appendix ="
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‘ Zarrative Report on FPO 14~F-1 continued.

BO¥BING TABLE
M

Thirty (30) Z~21 photos wers taken by A/P #0586, and 10 K20
photos ware taken fram 4/p 0

&2 of the targst area and the bembing,

~--—~—--—--.-
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GFPICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE QPFICE
S00th Bombardasnt Squadron (X)
o45th Bombardwment Group
APC 303 ¢CG/rpb

18 January, 1944

Subject: Herrative report on uission PPC 18-D-l, Ferformed by
570tk Domd Squadron (¥), 15 Jonuary, 1944,

Commanding General, Fifth Air Force, APO 9885.

l. Targets of opportunity wers baombed and strafed by three
E«883«1's of the S00tL Squadron on an armed recce of the Solomons
Sea and south coeat of Xew IPritain January 15. A bridgs, more
than 100 feet long and wide enough for two= tralflioc over a pi-
ver empiylin; inte Jaoquinot Bay, was completely destroyed by a
direct hit; one Zurcpean type bullding and three shacks or shads
neardy at Koipun on the northwest shore of ¥atsrfall By were
probably blewn upj a two-story house in Pelmalmal Ptn on the
south cosst of Jacquinot 3ay was demclishsd and a mschine gun snd
20 = gun poaltion at Pela Pt in the ssme ares were silenced by
strafing, Villagea and sa=xp areas along the cosstal SwWes) were
strafed with 7,300 rounds of asmunition, snd at Baien ¥illege
naar Caps (Orford several Japs were killed as they ran for cover.

2. /i at Jacquinot Bay demeged one of our A/P's, ceusing
it to abendon the sweep and proceed directly to Kiriwina en sin-
£le englne. 4ll of cur personnsl returnsd safely.

To

e

3. Turee A/P's of this squadron wers ordered to meke an
#roed recco, without fightar cover, as followz: Dobodura to O630Se
152858 to 08005-15258% to Cape Urferd to Ring Ring Ptc ts base.
The flight leader wes Lt Ven Ausdell (088) with Lt Doman {£37) on
his right wing and Lt (aer {222) os his lert,

4. Our planes took ofl from horanda at 1888/L snd procseded
dirsctly on the recco. No shipping in the Lolomons Zea irsa was
slghted. After makin; landfall on ths Xew Zpitaln coast 8lightly
above Cape Crford the formation turned end followsd the coastline
nearly to Ring Ring Pta, besbing and strafing villages, taxp
&reas and other targets oi opportunity or the twe-hundred mile
870D,

S. Line voasb was dropysd on & duilding and cazy ares al Zo-
valpun Village on Cape Jacqguinot; one fell anon,;, a furcpean type
buildin; ard three shacks at Iclpun prosadly destroying thex;
Tour destroyed a 100 ft two-way bridge sganning an unnamed river
ezptying into the west aide of Jscquincet Bay; two bombs sere

W A v A D D e e e e e e



Narrative on FFQ 15-D-1 continued.

dropped on & two-story house at L 0882 {this snd all subseguent
refersnces are tc Central Esw 2ritain Special - one iagh equals
four miles) and altbough one bomb was not seen to oxplods, the
Louze wus demolished by the other and ons bomb was dropped in i-
lor Village (st Vahsel Harbor),

8., uhille searshing Jascquinot 3Bay at about 75 faet, Lt Ceerts
plane waz fired on %y an estimated 20 mm gun position nd small
axms coming from & jetty et L 0838 on the south coast of Jacquinet
Bay, Lt Geer !nmediately hunked his plane cover to bring kis nose
and side guns to besr on tha enemy, Observing his trecers to pass
over the gun which wes blasing almost sontinuously, he dipped his
nose and sprayed bullets up and down the jesty, silercin- the ene
omy [irs. :

7. By this time, howsver, the rignt englne and fuselage kad
bmhitmdths-plm.umtb-tﬂoma. It Gesr couldn't :
clinb over the troes completely and ploughed the tops of
soms befors reeching the sea again, His so-pilet- pred the rae
sainin: three bombs wkich exclodsed in the water. The prop of tke
damaged engins was feathsred mesnwhile and to lighten the plans
the crew thrsw out most of the nose and side gun axmunition, L
Goor landed his plans at Kiriwina at 16185/L snd with Xis arew re-
fturnsd to base the followiny day. Eis A/p, dsnaged with about 40
holes from A/4 fire and the trees, remainsd at Zirivins.

8« Lt Van iuadell end Lt Doman had lost sight of Lt Geer
near Jacquinot Bay and arfter oireling for bim for several minutes
they continued on their sweep and returned to base ware they
landed without incident st 1743/L.

9. Hecommendation for an award is being withheld pending
further lnvestigation of the miasion. _

10. s8ightings were as follows: an epparently eneay caxp on
the norih shore of imlet at Nrater Ftj an snemy camp and approxie
mately twenty Japs rumning for cover at Baien Village} four tenta
northeast of Zast Owen Pt at L 8294; a wiite, tinned roofed bullde
ing et L 2493; houses and a szall camp at Bovalpun Village on Cepe
sacquinot, and a white two-atory bullding in Cutarp F4n with an
&pprox 100 ft long building neercy at L 1990.

'1le Photographs for intsrpretation have nct been received
&t the time of this report.

CLYDE Co CARTER
1zt Lt, Alr Corps
1l - inel: A83't Intellizsnce Ufficer
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‘ Sarrative Repart on Miswian §70 15~D-l continued.

A/P # 068 took 10 K~20 phetos and A/P 232 toek 15 K~Z1 photes of dasting.



FFO 15-D-1 15 Jenuary 1944
500th Bomb 8q, 345th Bomb Gp
Only planes on miassion
Altitude 25/1000 feet

Time of recco: 1256/L - 1743/L
Crew obsv of bombing effic.Ex
® Orew rpt of bomb hits O
T Took photos
T Other planes

APPENDIX "a" .
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CPPICE OF THZ IETELLIGENCE OFFICZR
500tk

nt Squadron ()
B48¢n X t (%) ' 3
W srowp ~ 6cc/owd

i7 Januery, 1944

Sublect: Narrative Repert on Hission pro 18-3-1, perfosmed by the
, 800th Bomd Squadron, 345th Bambtrdn-nz.ﬂronp (), ar0 &c3,
on Jaunuary 16, ;946.,

To =Wm,mwmm.mm.

d. Allled grovnd troops walting to advance beyond Alﬂaluﬁ Planta-
-simazumungimn@pmeaﬂmwm-

snd strefing mintemm slsitude adtack on sumny g.utim by 10 ; 1ty
ef the BOOth squadrqn Jonusry 18. Pift- (80) Gepound haa?a

the most concentratsd in theiyr axperienscs. 8pecific demage comld
0ot be asseassed becauss of the dense follauge Govering the targes

2. Tie attask was mads by 20 Hitchell strafers of two Bqueadronsg
ol tre 345th Group and followed closely in the wake of &n attaock
by heavies on the 83m8 area whigh was marked elose G the bomb line
by smoks sant Up by Allled ground lorees. The Strixe, siven area
SOYer LY P-47's, wag unopposed either by flghters or aok ack and gll
Qur planes returned safely. : ' '

Se Our Bquadron, led by Capt Hortensen, led the S0lat 3quadron
and wes cowposed of the following £1i:hta:

FIRST PLIG SECURD PLIGET THIRD PLIGPY
088 < Capt Vertonsen SO fLgSlT e o T

G561 - Lt Pre® 802 - Lt Pritzanall 531 - LY James
048 « Lt Speicher 078 ~ Lt Davis 24 - Cept Hochella
312 « Lt Yan Ausgdell

4. Our planea took off frox Foranda at 0740/:, rendezvoused
W th the othep squedron over the strip, and proceeded dirsctly
soward thre target. Our planes contacied tha Arawe ground station,
*Springfield®, before rsaaning the target snd notiried them thaey
tere coming in to attack. However, the attacy could not be mads
1mmcdiately tecause tha boavies wers avill bombing, and our planes
8freled twice orff store. Then, when the tarzet wag clear, ocur. plunag
attackad on g A rthsastarly headin; at 090z L at 80 to 150 faot in

E%igizs of thrse In traill with the tents plane Jolnkng the thirg
+ 3 *



COXZIDEITIAL

PPO 1&=3-1 continued.

5. Yost of our planes drepped two of their 5C0 pound bombs
on the first run. cucmﬁamm;mmam;m
eantarly hesding and all remsining besbe wers dropped. rrastically
mmsuﬂzngmmmmnsmunm.mmu.m ,
pounds 0f .50 calidbre and .30's were poured into the relatively

szall target which was baing pitted by bursiing bombae 4All orews =

oonfirm bomding efficisnsy of 100 per cent.

6. Fithdrawing Crom the target at 091Z/L the twe Squadrons
Fe-formed, snd radic conteot again was made with ssupingfiela™
nosifying thez that tha boubardment was over and the srea was glear
for ground troops to advanes. Our plsnes reatwrned $o base dixeod,
lsnding without ineident st 1027/L.

7. Bo awards are pescmmended.

8. Photegraphs have net besn received fur interpretatica ap
the tims of this report. , N -
9.‘Mmmhm-mmuomdwwwm-ﬁ',
xwm-u&;mmmmnandmmmtmx
a8 Sur planes swooped over. ' ,

For ths Commanding Offiser:

r

CILYDE §. CARTER
ist L%, Alpr Corps
Ass't Intellizsnos CIfloer

£ » Incla:

Insl 1 - Appendix "A%
Inel 2 - Appendlx "B"
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‘ ' Harvetive Bsport on FPO 15-D-1 continued.
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FFO 16«B-1 16 January 1944 ~ "
500th Bomb Sqd, 345th Bomb Grp e 57
lat over target at 50/150 feet g
Time over target 0902/L-0912/1, po
Crew obs bombing efficiency Ex AW
All bombs fell in targst 50 <
T Took photos N
? Other planes

APPERDIX "A"
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A Dot e
2 January, 15il
Subjest: ¥arrative Repart on FFO 20-i-1, mtmwsoothmtsqud-
ron January 20, 184k. ,
o cwmgdm,mmm,m%.
1. mmmmmumatmmmwum-a

4. mmsqmdm,ludby m.mma&swmmam
cwutmclmntaarma P's each as follicus;

RA® PLIGHY . &% PLIONT "o PLICHT
055 = Capt Kartensen 3l - inj Bagest 079 - Capt lioward
531 - 1t 059 « Lt Geer 237 = Lt Pritasimll

~ Lt Speicher 168 - Capt Caveld 051 - capt D

rlwluwkoepbchindthnmstalmgoand our planes dropped
Swiftly to the attack. The attack started at 1017/, ad ane pass was mede in
mmghtso:thruplmawhctﬂ)ﬂmrm, parallel courses and

-—---—-.-.——--—



Rarrative Report ¥70 20-i~1 continued.

\]

7« o amards are reccmsnded.

8. At the time of thisrspartmphotoyapbs have been received for
interpretation. ,

§« The following sightings were reported: Ten barges in the harber ho-
mwmm\w'u;nnmm in Babet Creek three milss
m&mﬁsahrgomltcmﬂ-mmmm:m
approximately one-~half mile south of Awar Village.

Par the Squadron Comuander:

JOIEN C. BaNNA
. Captain, ASr Corpe
numém.‘awm
2 ~ Incls
Incl 1 = Appendix wA®

Incl 2 ~ Appendix “pe
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COURPIZCEINTIAL - -
“““““““““““ RACTAN YL
GFZICE OF THe INTLLLIGENCE UFPICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (¥)
345th Bombardment Group
APG 503 JCH/rpb
23 Jemuary, 1Suk

Subject: HNarrative Aepert on Xission FFO 22-D=1, Performed ty SOOUh Bombard-
aont 3quadron January 22, 194l - Bargs Sweep from Cape Courdon to

To = : Commanding Genersl, Fifth iir Force, AFC $25.

le A« & barge sweep along 5C miles of northern Hew Guines cosst from
Cape dourdon to Cape Croisilliss to which two squadrons of this Group were
aszigned, was conductad as planned January 22nd, seven =250=-1's of the 500th
Squadron participating. Bumsrous bits scored on six bridges, tiwes of which
wore reported destrayed, ssvaral village buildings bombed and destrayed, and
oue barge bombed and believed hit, sumxarise the results of the 1L 100-1b de-
xo bombs which were dropped. 4 thorough=geing 25,000 round strafing from
atart to finish of the course inflictod a fair amount of miscellansous damage}
nuwmerous fires wers startsc amcngst villajes.

. Be Asasmbly of ihe two squadrons over Lhoranda, flight directly to
FPinschhafen and rendesvous there with fighter cover, one squadren of P=40's
ard one squadren of P-L7's, was accomplished as plammed.

C. 1. %o interception ocourred.
2. Pighter cover was satisfactory.
3. Although i/i was negligible, with tut one medium, inaccurate
urst at Uligan Larvor, &/F 31k returned with two smell calibire bullet holss in

2. Capt Mlchael Hochella led tie two flights of our squadren, composed
as follows:

a8 FLIGHT “@e PLICGHT
/P 314 - Capt Hochelila A/F 168 - capt Cavold
A/P 372 - Lt Fritsshall A/F 952 -« Lt kitchell
A/P 52 - Lt Davis &/F 237 - Capt Lougherty

i/P 059 - Lt Loman

3. e took off from Horands strip at 125J/L. From Finschhafen, aftar
Lignhter rendezvous, we followed an almost direct course to Cape Gourden, keep-
ing well off shore. Caoming in above the Cape we commenced our swesp by
attacking the bridge over tne Xokumbs River. This was at 1527/L. Our approach
wis [rom the west, and following a laft hand pattern, the first flight with
individual aireraft in treil made thrse successive pasfes at the bridge. Sev-
eral direct hits were scared, ana the bridge quite effectively cut. {ur ssc-
end fiight first attacked Sowosc, Siwmpind and Rarin villages and the nearby
bridge. Followin; similar tactles all doen the coast ithe two flights, en-
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JOEN C. HAMMA

Captain, air Carpa
Intelligence Officer
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Narratlve Report on FFO 22-D-1 contimed,
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200 foet.
1527/1 to 1611/L

Crew observ bombing effliciency Ex.

22 January, 1944
port of bomb hits

Took photos.

> Crew re

r

500th Bomb Sq, 345th Bomb Grou

Last over target at 25/

FFO 22-D-1
Time over target

146

T-Other planes

5 bombs salvoed off Cape Croisilles,

2 bonbs dropped, location undetermined.
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CONFIDERTIAL Ew
———————— G&UC‘D:J.

R TAN W

OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardsent Squadron (i)
345th Bombardment Oroup
APD 503 XB/rpb

25 Januwary, 1Suh

Subject: Narrative Report oo Missiom Fro 2k-i-1, Perfarmed Ly 500th Bowbard-
ment 3quadron (&) Jamuary 24. Objective -~ Lorengau Area.

To : Cossanding General, Fifth air Fores, APG 925.

1. {(a8) ‘ten B=25D-1's of this squadron toock part in & strike against the
lorengau Area January 2. The targets were barges, shipping, installaticns
and targets of opportunity. Twenty (20) one thousand pound bombs were carried.
The run wia made {rom east to west. A& barge standing hy a well camcullaged
luggar in Papitalal Harbor wus hity a barge and Jetiy at Lorengauw hit and
destrgyed; a building approximately 25 X 125 feet at Lugos (Appenzell Mission)
an the Manus Island north shore about two miles west of Lorengau Irome was hit
by one baombj 3abon Village further west and inland was bombed; ard still fur-
ther along the coast, posaibly at Balscot Hay, & bosb fell amongst red rocfed
buildings. Inutallstions along the flight path was thoroughly strafed. Two
sail bouts were strafed. Ry one which was sncountersd south of Pak Island on
the may in some fifteen nutives were seen in tvhe water; the other in 5¢
Andrews Strait was left capsizred and pelleved sinking. In &l approximately
42,000 rounds of amsunition were fired. '

{b} The lircup assaembly over 3trip 7 and rendesvous with fighters at
Pinschhafen worked out accerding to plan. Two squadrons of P-3f's wers our
fighter escort.

(e) 1. There was po interception.

2. Pighter cover was not satisfactory. Plight leaders rsparted
that strafing attacks by the P=30's interfered with bomb runs and caunased
several near cclligions.

3. Antialireraft fire mas lignt to redium calibre, not mmch of it,
and ganerally inacecursate. 4 few crows however did report close sursis at
their level. Cne of ocur planes was hit; the creow was undecided whether by
ground or P=30 fire. Another plans was damaged by an exploding boab. , All re-
turned safely to bLase with no personnel casualties.

2. Capt Hax H. Zortenser led our three flights composed as follows:

Hat FLIGET UBY FLIGHT BT PLIGHT
055 = Capt lortsnsen Q079 - Capt Howard 31y - Capt Hochsella
592 = Lt pavis 059 - Lt Gibb §92 - Lt Kitchell
372 - Capt bLougherty 531 - Lt James Ohé - Lt Pritashall

158 - Capt Cavold

3. #e took off from jioranda at OYLO/L, went into the number four posi-
tion in the group {ormation, and after rendezvous with our fighters flew al-
s08t due north from Finschbafen to our target. e commenced our bambing and
strafing run at 1225/1L, and the last plane was off the tarpet at 1245/L. Four
bosbs wars dropped at [os Nepros Islana, of wilch one hit & barge standing by
a well canouflaged lu,ger in Papitaliai terbor, aud two were aimed at a red



¥arrative Heport PG 2h-U-1 continued.

roofed builaing on & hilltop, probably the Papitalai Mission. keither of ths
Jatter scored a direct hit. ¥We dropped four bombs at lorangau damaging builde-
ings, and anosther boumk on the Lorengsu Jetly, destroying the Jetty and a barge
alongside. it Lugcs we scorsd with ons bomb on & building approximataly 25 X
125 feet, & possibls storage shed, and another bonb was dumpsd into Saben
Villags. Three bombs were placed acongst bulldings in DBosat Bay Area, causing
fires with smoke rising several hundred fset. Although soms of ua thought we
got as far west as Balscot Bay dropping four bombs on red-roofed buildings in
that area, it is sors liksly that we dropped on the ceastal villages to the
sast. %e gstraled all along the run.

4« The attached tables, APPEKDIX Y“A® give bonbs dropped, amsunition expend-
ed, ground opposition encountsred and photographs tuien. AFPEEDIX ®B%, a
sketch, spots the Loxbs dropped, and the approach ami withirawal from the tor-
getes

5. Te returned in group formation Uy way of Finschbafem, landing at bHo-
randa at 1515/L.

6. No awards are recomsended.

7T« ¥o photographs for interpretatdon have besn received at ths time of
#iling this report.

8. The follewing sightings wers reported: Three barges by Jjetty in wsali
Bay being strafed by P-38's with & large fire burning on the jeity; an ex-
plosicn of a boat caused ¥y L99th bombing in Fapitalai Hurj a patrol boat in
Papitalai pbr strafed by P=30'3; one probable Fox Tare Charlie ¢lither unload-
ing or over on its side in Kareng bHay; a possible submarine submerged, course
£C degrses just west of Pak Island; fires with smoke rising aeveral hundred
faet in the Souwst Bay Area and two or three colwms of blaeck smoke rising to
5GC feet on shore of Sea Bagle Harbor visible for O miles from target.

Fur the Squadron Commender:
JOig C. Balla
Captain, Alr Corps
Inteliigence Cfficer
2 - Incls

Incl 1 = Appendix ®i%
Incl 2 - sppanudix wpv
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Farrative Zesert
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w0 A==l eontinueds

BORETNG TaBLE

A/P  Bl. ol TLPE ARIGHT  DELaY CH TauGeT 5S4 VYOS  BEMARKS
) 2 Lemo 1000 1b  W/5 sec 2
sye 2 " " » 2
372 2 n ] n Z
079 Z i ® [ 2
059 2 ] " L] -4
53‘1_ Z ] [ n 2
)1)4 2 n " ] 2
992 2 " it " 2
Q&g 2 ® # # 2
168 2 " » " 2
TUThL 20 Demo 1000 b L/Y sec 20

STdaPING Taild
A/P ROUKDS (AR0V) EEPENDED MALFUNCTIONS  R0UMUS CARN'L  EXPESURD  BALFURC
055 4,000 1,900 LY & LRY 4,000 LOO
592 b,000 2,750 L, 000 1,000
372 i, 000 2,650 LS 4,000 2,000
o719 4,000 3,225 4,000 2,100
059 L,000 1,550 LY & LS 4,000 1,700
531 14,000 2,850 UL 4,000 3350
31 4,000 3,300 4,000 2,500
95e L,000 3,450 LAY 1,000 koo
oLé 4,000 3,100 Lis L,C00 3,000
168 4,000 3,000 YRS & LLS 4,000 LOO
TOTAL 0,000 20,175 10 40,000 13,800

CROGNL SYPLSITLWE
INA Lethsa LTY Ca._ Lk AUCURATRY ALTITG0L L7 BLUnTS
055 =lipht light-medium Yes 75 £t
372 » Light #o 150
Q79 2-puffs Redium Ho 500
059 3light " Xo 500
531 2light " NO 500
314 " Light-medium Ye8 50=100
992 n ¥edium Ho 80
168 " Light %o 50=100

SUEMATIGh Slight Light-medium - Accuraig—inacc. 50/oW0 f1
PHUT LoD
NS LD A TIUE TEE b, A S tif Kilho
S92 122575 = 12ub/L Target Lol ¢
S " # jo—2di 30
531 " " h=2C 3
314 n " Redl 30
b " =2l 30
TUTRI 101
- ) - pt A
APP A
CuH il
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CFFICE OF THE INTELLICKNCE OFFICHK
500th Bomburdmsnt Squadron (%)
3bbth Zombardment Group
APC 503 JCH/rpb

26 Januvary, isiLk

Subject: Narrative Rapart en xissian PP 25-G~1, Perfaormed by S00th Bombard.-
sent Squadron (¥) January 25.

To t Commanding General, Fifth air Porce, APD $25.

1. (a) Sixty-cdd kitchells from the 3L5th and 38th Groups were lad by
nine planes of this aquadron in a smashing blow at the ddxiralty Islands Air-
drownes, Lorengau and ¥omote, adjacent inatallations, and barges. The primary
target assigned the 35¢n Croup was shipping, in whichever harbor it might be

the coust. The bosb load was five 500 1b demalition bombs. Ths 500th start-
ed the ahow with good results. Moncte Drome was sirafed but at the cost of
one of our planes. Installations ot KUIss and Pitylu Islends were strafed

bombs hit many buildings and an ack ack petitien at Bowat Bay was hit and si-
lenced. The ares south from midway along the Lorengau strip, a probable
8tores area, was well bombed.

{b) mmnammmrnw@?mmmcmew
Finschhafen, tne 3ith Growp falling in behind. at Finschhafen thres squad-
rons of P~38 cover was picked up, &nd the atiacking force thence flew dve
Rorth to Hambutyo Island about twenty~five ziles southsast to target.

{c}) 1. There was no interception. .

2. Fighter cover was satisfactory.

3. Anti-airgraft fire wus received from lignt and medium wa-
pons; was of moderate intemsity; and 1t Was accurate at level of our planes.
Wachine guns and twin 20 mm §un3 were reported at upper end of ¥omote strip,
85 well as one positien at the northwest, sxtrezity which fired steadily 4n
spite of strafing. It was fire from the north end Fomote ack ack position
which downed one of our planes. 7Tne pliane, numbar 312, erashed and exploded
in Salami Plantation on the sastern shore of Papitalai Harbor. All six of
the crew eust be considered lost.

2. Capt dobert (. van iusdell was the bomber attack force leader. ¥ith
bim @8 co-pilot was Lt Cel Benjamin . Fridge. The SU0th tares Llights ware
corposed &8 follows:

RA® FLIGHT "8 FLIGHT “C" PLIGHT
A/P 068 - (apt Van Ausdell 055- Capt dortensen 312 - Lt 4cLean
A/P S92 - Capt Howard 1L - Lt Zitchall 531 - Lt James
A/P 372 - capt Uougherty OB - 1t Loman 237 - Lt Fritashall

3. ‘e took off from oranda at 0Y05/:. leading the two groups t0 the tar-

TR T am e e am e e e e
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6« Ten planes took off but 4/P 051, flown by Lt Geer, developed elegt
rical trouble, and returned to base at 1005/L. Capt, Homard, L/7 $52, flying
&8 spare, took Lt Gear's place in the formation.

——-——-.-——-—-——
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¥arrative Report, FFO 25~0-1 ccutinved.
vations reported Ly erews.

Fer the Sguadron Comsmander:

JUHH C. HANKA
Gaptain, Alr Carps
Intelligence Officer

2 - Incls

Incl 1 - Appendix ®is
Inel 2 - Lppendix ®B%



GONFIDENTIAL

APPENDIX ®A"

Harrative Report - FFO 25-0-1
BOMBING TABLE
/P NO. BOMBS  TIPE _ WBIGHT DELAY O TARGART  SALVOBD SAFE
063 [ Demolition 500 1b h/S second 5
9%2 5 u u kL 1 - In water
372 5 n . " 1 i ~ In water
055 5 . u " 5
31 5 " " w s
0’48 5 L] ] " 5
531 5 = " " b 1 - In water
237 5 n . . 5
TUTAL 4o Demolition 1b u/> second 34 6 - In water
% STRAFING TABLE
.50 CALIBRE <30 CALIBRE
A/P ROUNDS CARR'D EXPENDED mc'mms ROUNDS CARR'D EXPENDED KALFUNCT.
068 L,000 2,550 1,000 - 500
992 h,000 2,100 : k4,000 500
372 k,000 2,100 LRN & IRS k4,000 Loo
055 k,000 2,300 L,000 1,000
31 4,000 2,700 k4,000 2,000
Olst 4,000 1,500 : 4,000 2,300
531 k4,000 2,150 ULE & IRS 4,000 200 -
237 4,000 2,050 URE & URS k ,000 1,000
T0TAL 32,000 17,790 6-xelfunctions 32,000 7,900
GROUED OPPOSITION
7P InTEnSIY — GALTGIES ACCURALE? uﬁ"""mw UESTS
068 Slight light Ko
992 Moderate Hedium No 50/150
372 ¥oderats Light ~ Yes 50/100¢
055 Koderate Madiun Yes 50/100-
31k Slight - Light Ho
Ol Noderate Light-zedium Yes:. 50/100v
531 ¥oderate Medium Yes 50/100¢
237 Slight Light Yas 508
T0TAL  8light-moderata Light-medium  Inaccurate-Accurate 50/200!
PHOTOGRAPKS
A/F S ViL 10Ga TION TYP& EXPOSURES
068 1125/L - 1152/L Over target K=20 15
055 * n K-21 15
oLg " » K-21 30
531 " " K=20 20
TOTAL 1125/ ~ 1152/L Over target K-20 & k=21 — 50
-3 -
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Approach and Withirawal

FFO 25-G-1 25 January, 1044
500th Sq, 345th Bomb Group (M)
First over target at 25/150 ft.

Time of Attack: 1125/L to 1152/L
Crew observ bombing efficiency - Bx.
& Crew rsports of bomb hits - 34

%) Crew reports of bombs salvoed - €
Took photos

Qther p»lanses.
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SUBFIQDEETIAL R

oM -t
X RN W
OFFICE OF Tk IS?ELLIGANCE OFFICEY |
5C0th Bosbardment Squadron (u)
3iSth Bewbardment Group
AP0 S03 s/rpb
28 Junuary, 1Sl
Subject: Narrative Report oa Wission FFO 27-F-1, Perfarmed by 500th Bombard-
ment Squadron January 27 - Cbjective - Bogia Harbor.
To 3 Comsanding Gemeral, Pifth Air Force, APO 925.

1. {a) mmmmmhmutmmwmmmwpu
etwosqudrmdxiwunamrmdthswwarwp,mmsmm
mng,znawwm.muumum&qunh. The copra

Mmmmmmwmmmwmmmm@a
canvas covered supplies in the plantation area southwest of the harber. &
hmjutwthﬁtetthom:hﬁ:mhitmdamulbmmw
ved falling among buildings at the Oovernment Station. The ares covaersd ty
wmmmmm-vmumawgenrmmm
mmmmmtmw.

(b) The two squadrons assembled ovar Strip 7 and with the S00%h in
mmMMmewmmmmmnmm
aquadrans of P-47's a3 planned. From Finschhafen the attack force [law di-
rectly to the target.

{c) 1. Thers wus no intarception.

2. Fighter oover was satisfactory.

3. A/Amuryndtdﬁthmhaali@tmtdm
m:m,mnmmmau,umgmzmmrmwm. Romevar
uthophnnﬂumvngnmmtatobuetwmhothouy
aekaek,nryimamu,mtbrmnyatmyhms.

2. Captain Williss J. Cavoll led the 500th Squadron's two flights over
the target. Flights composed as follows:

yw PLIGHT *R8 PLIGHT
Oh8 - capt Caveld 992 -~ Capt Hochella
237 - Lt Fritashall 051 -~ Lt Gibd
592 - Lt Brighau

068 ~ Capt Ven Ausdell
The third plare in the second flight, 531 flown by Lt ¥itchell, returned to
base shortly after takeoff beciuse of trouble with the trim tab controls.

3. e took off from Horanda at 12LS/1 and isading the L98th Squadren
pracacded to rendesvous with the fighters and thence to target. Heavy rains
asuagprwcmduxemgntmmitatodacmngeinmplmadm. The
first flight started its run at 1507/L on a heading of 270° awinging arcund
to 360° as our planes continued atong the area bordering bogia Harbor. He
dropped bombs acong canvas covered supplies in Dagol Plantation scuthwest of
the harbor causing boxes and debris to fly into the air. Then at a probable
0il storage dump we kickad out one bomb which cauged an exploaion closaly
follored by another explesion and a fire in the Gopra gheds whera we dropped
another 500 pounder. % bambed and hit a house Jjust north of this area and

-1 -



COHZIDENZTLIAL

¥arrative Report, F70 27-P-1 continued.

and then at hhe Govemrmwat Station almest at the end of our run we dropped
boxbs amongst buildings. Dus to the poor visibility caused by rain showers
our secoad flight becews separuted from the Jirst and wude their appreach in
a slightly differsnt manner. %We cume in on an alrost northerly beading
paralleling the westarn shore of the harbor. Our tasbs were dropped on A
supplies, houses and othef instalistions along the run but no damage assess-
zent could be made. Cupt Hochella, leader of tho second fiight held ane
bosb and dropped it at ths Koimmba River bridge above (ligan enroute to baszs,
bomb misoed by twenty fest. The entire target and & barge &t Tombenum Point
below Dogia were rell strafed. Our planes loft the target st 1515/1.

k. 7The attached tables, Apnendix "A* give bombs drapped, ammunition ax-
pendad, ground opposition encountered and photographs taken. Appendix *p®,
& sketch, spots the bombs dropped while Appemdix *C® portrays tha approach
and withdrawal.

S« Cur planes returned to bass via Finachhafen and landed without in-

6. Mo xwards ars recomended.

7+ %o photographs taken by our squadren have been received at the t!.m
of Lfiling ihis renort.

8. The following sightings were reoparted: one large truck driven off
the rosd near the Government Station; a large explosion from 498th Sguadron
bozbing as our planes left the target; much activity in the target ares; ean-
vis covared suppliss just west of the roadway scuthwast of ths horbor) three
unserviceabls and tmo serviceable barges in Uligan Barbar and one probable
barge in Busabun Harbor. '

Por the Squadron Comzander:

JOIN C. BAREA
Captain, Air Corps
Intelligenece Officar

3 - Incls
Ingl 1 - appendix waM
Incl 2 - ippendix "
Incl 3 - appendix e
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Rarrative Hepory, FFO 27-P-1 contimed.

BOMBING TABIE
P RG. BW_!!PE HEIGHT DEIAY ON TARCET EKLSEUHERE smm

Deso 500 ib W/5 see 5
237 4 o " & 4
592 5 . . . 5
5 n n ”n 5
[+ “ a » 4

n » "
Daszo %

051 Bogia Hor_
Z o=
oz lsg?;fahlnfﬁo-didmt operate ﬁl':'g*
7 §§[I. Bogia Harbor K 10
&L K20 — 0
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50th Sowbardonent “Quadron (¥
3u5th dombardmant Group

.
&FC 503 JCli/rph
3 February, 19

subject: narrative Heport on Miasion ;g 33=J=1, Perforzed by 500ti Hombarde
went Lquadron (K), 2 February, 1sll.

To ¢ Coawanding Genersl, Pifth Alir Force, AP0 §25,

l. Personnel, villages and tracks &long coast from Borgen Bay to dain
Bay were bombed and strafed by 7 B=25U-1's of the S00th Squadron 4s part of

3 two-squadron minimum altitude strike Pebruary 2. (ue purpose of the mission
was Lo gsecure pPhotographs of a track betresn Nakumo and aisaleipna villages
whers appraxisately 700 Japs were sighted on Pebruary 1. ue to heavy rains
and poor visibility over the Wrget results of the boabing and strafing wers
anct vell observed. Thae Photogrupis tuken at the desired piaces turned out

rather badly, most of thes being underexposed due to the adverse weather.

2. @. The two squadrons formad, with the L96th in the lead, enroute to
Finschhafen wiiere thsy rendezvoused wiin two squadrons of P=30's s plunned.
Thke force tuen proceueded to the southwust coasti of Hew sritain and tielce
direct to the turgst., : '

t. There was uo interceptian,
C. fFighter cover was good.
de  slight, 1i,Lt awi iniéccurate A/ fire coming from the vicinit,

- of Cape Haoult by two crews.

TS WY
2 .

-apt Hochella led the tvo Tlipgrts of the S0tk over the Uirret.  The
fligites were Conpudes as fullone:

Mot PLInH N R
A el
1L - Capt Yochelia V68 - Capt van Ausdell
372 - Lant Doupherty U5 - xaJ Hageat
G4t - Lt upeichar 531 - Capt Cavold

077 - Capt howarg

Le -e took o1 frem boranda at 8c30/L ara wailing the Lutt) SQuaiiren
Procseded o readesvous with fighters, thence to target. e started our run
At WIL/T ana uoubed ag Strafed viilages @iwi possivle instaliations on tne
CO4st from rorgeri cey; to “eln fay. caruro lsiand, 8onroxirately L wiies non
of Cape hoguslsuski was yirafed. ‘e circled gver Cave Rirchoff justi east o
#6in Hey anc cams bach dowr, the coist, & little further iniand, stii}
atiacking tarpets of opportunity. .e Lroke away from the coust 4% the Tamo
niver and turned soutr torard ariie 4y frou whence ve proceeded girectly
e base. Lur.n, our Borbing wod stralic; rug woick Started at WAL/, wio
ended a1 1ULJ/.. me Mlew ay L1y feete  ue to T4ins &u! poor visibility
over tar,et i1 was 1=Dousinie to nave a4y Bcourate &ssessient cof Uidick 8.
Phiotograpns wers taien 21 the assigned areag but rost of thuw wers underox-
Fosed anc shrow ver; iitile.
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Farrative fencrt, J3=i=l, coutinued.

5. The attachad tables, ippendix wiw giva Louhs dropped, ammunition BX-
pended, sround oppusition encountered and photograpns taken. Avpendix wow
& sketen, $poty Lhe bombs aropped, and the approach and withdrawal from the
Wzﬁt.

G« Cur pianes returned t0 sase direct ang landed without incident at
1200/%.

7« Yo awaris are recoamzended.

8. Only & ren photographs were received ana these reveal nothing of

laportance. (ine bomb can be 8ean explodiag near the coast on ane picture but
there 1s no indication thut supplies or installations were hit.

S+ 3ightings: i herd af aAppraxizately 50 cattle throe miles southwest
of Ketenge Village. A serviceabls birge at the mouth of the Aria River
exptying into Hein Bay. All tracks in target appeared well used.

Fer the Squadren Commander:
JUHE T. HalKa
Captain, aip Corps
Intelligence Gfificer
2 « Incls

Incl 1 « appeadix win
Inel 2 - Appendix wye

-—.-.-_..--_-—.._——--—
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Rarrative Report, FFO 33-d=-1, contirued.

L

._‘3 _

APFEEDIX apn



s Bt

e Oy

o ~—t
L o

Jf
e
R




THATCH ROOF BLPES.

o, 2Ry
nﬂ\!. el TN T Y
- sy

Il’l\ll tldﬂ.\;..wtnw = T vt

X,
et gt

B e 0 T
ST s LR

o F Y.

i ety




Wk Wiae Lot gL dleiin
L cowbardoent sSgusdron
3u5tn sombardment drougp

. [N Rt T L
A DUS CLT TR

L Yebruary, l¥hs
Subject: Harrative leport on mission ¥ Ju-=C-l, rerformad by 500th zombarde
sent ocquadron (&) 3 rebruary, 1Y%hk. dbjsctive: (roundeu planes
ana Installations - agua.

TO

.

codanding general, Fifth AifF | orce, o000 Yd5.

1o Gnkiial
{a} (tjective
OepUl dirdrome wes hacd hit vy all squadrons of the (roup in <
fast enc savage attack in which 220 %1 100 1% parademo bombs, 4/5 second de-
lay Tuse, were dropped. Flanes on the drome, fuel and supply dunmps ang /s
positiong wers bombded and thoroughly strafed.
Wby cendezvous
Four squadrons of the “roup assembled over uirip & 7 at 1830
"aqdeavoud with four fighter scuadrons {two »=30 and two P=i43, the
) d four sguadrons of the 30th Lombardment froup <) was

ed &t &Lsap as pianned.
(C ;’ ATT er}}
T1)  The SuOth o uadron waa third over the tarpet at 5C to UG

feet, rlying in Lnrae flights of uhree, three, snd four pianes regpectively.
Tie drome was crossed on an approxirwmie heading of 3009, sombing was exceli-
ent. :night enemy fighters were destroyed, two probably desiroyed, &ad aa un-
usterwined number of planes damaged Ly our boabing and strafing. 7Two {uel
dumns, one at each end of the strip, were hit by vombs, large explosions re-
sultiug . «.cCk ack positions east anu soulh of the easiern end of the strip
sere siienced o strafipg amd nomolny. The stores arec in vicinity of last
samed posillon was strafeu and keavily Lombed. hatlve propavende leaflets
were drooned in the ceplk Miver area.

(2) Tne attack plan cailsd for our four squadrons to hit
S Ua ke 30th orouog Hut follovwing by somw forty-five minutes an attack
Ly : eavias on - BEARLRE Fores . .alf't and right close cover for our Group
48 provided by the two Hanrd P-4l squadrons; front ana rear top cover by thse
tro =30 Buyuadronsg. ‘fhe wover effectively wveat off enemy fighters which
atlenpted intercaption.

1d)  Intercesption

(1) Thera was rn¢ intercestion.

(2} ine .eke was shet down, spiraling intc the sea, alter
crase over target by ¢ P=glts. Two unidentified planes vere seen to crast,
one in the water, tue cvther on or Jjust off valif Island. Hitl allaes losses
ABTE Cnearvad.

y LR S - e s S sa T A e g R L atpan e, o e PRI S
e Wne axotd ..‘Ju‘l."ﬂil wal #Esigned 1o lsad the GProuli Casl HoGrnelia
1. _— e - S i e Vener
dec OUr 4gLearGnle Pripats wére as Jorlows:
- -
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narrative Report FPC 3L-C-l, continued.

FIRST FLICGHT SACohD FLIGH THIR, FLIGHT
31l - Capt liochella 055 - tapt kortensen 058 - Capt Van ausdell
237 - Lt Pritsshall Oub - Lt Speicher 372 - Lt Gibb
992 - Lt Lavis 531 -~ Capt Caveld 161 - Capt vougherty

079 - Capt Howard

3. Details of the wission

{a) Takeoff: O%00/L from Horanda, Strip Noe. h.

aendesvous: 104O/L st 8OO0 It at Gusap.

attacks 1205/L te 1206/L. .

Landing: 1500/L at Horanaa, Lirip ko. Le

(b) Route: Horanda - lae - (usap - thence Ramu and %ﬁi&ﬁ:yﬁ;r 3 -

thence acroes Alexander Yountains Jusi above X
spproach: Heading of 300° after dropping over coastal range
lying SE of Dagua.

Laneuver: Line abrsast approximately 3/L miles between extreme
wing planes extending at the easiern end of strip from
approximately 1600 yards south to extrems ME corner of the
drome «

(¢) Capt Hochella's element was flanked on the right by Capt
Wortensents tnree planes, on the left by Capt Van Ausdell's with the 8pare
snip ko. U79, flom by CGapt Howard, on the extreme lsfi wing. W%e all began
our strafing as we dropped down on the target {rom over the hills. Capt
Hochella anc Lt UDavis bowved the a/h positions and stores &rea at the track
junction south of the eastern end of the drome; the A/kh was silenced. /A
positions 300 yds off eastern end of #trip were strafed, bombed and si-
lenced by Capt Mortsnsen's flight. Lt Speicher of this flight bombed the
fuel dump at eastern end of strip; a terrific explosion resulted ana smoke
1o 2000 feet was visible when our planes were twently miles frow the target.
another fuel cump containing approximately 2UC drums received direct hits by
bombs causing &4 large explosion. Capt wortensen strafed several fighiers
nesr the eastern and of the strip and two S5F and one T/¢ fighter burst into
flases; claiced destroyed. Capt Cavoli dropped bombs amongst several .ekes
and Tonys nesar the western end of the strip destroying one 5IF definitely amd
two probables; fiames and black smoke cume from this area. Four T/E fighters
were destroysa by direct hits froam Capt Dougherty's ship on the south side
of the strip. A&ll planes, sxcept 992 flown by Lt Laviz on which all guns
failed to operate, thorougily strafed almost continuously in their run.

(d; Fighter cover was excelient.

(a; N3l damages were sulfered by our a/FtS.

(£} wone of our personnel were injurede

s awards are recommended.

V‘—'
.

LAt

S, “ne attuched tables, Appendix "a" give bombs dropped, ascunition ex-
npancaed, ground opposition encouniered and photoyraphs taken. Appendixes "
apd 4o respsetively show bomb gpotting, anu the approach and Wi thdrawsl
from the targetl.

o Ps
5. The Pollowing sighlings wers reported: 20/25 gervicesblehon ithe
taxieay ani in revetments slong the scuth side ol the strip; 10/12 service-



Harrative Rezort, FFC 3L-C-l, ¢eatinued.

able S5F in the open lined up alcng the western end of the strip; 8/10 35F
3/L Betty bombers, some in revetments and udder camouflage nets on the coast-
al side of the strip; one Betty bomber burning below the central part of the
strip; one lugger and two barges off Cape Karawop below Dagua; Japs running
from A/A positions and dump area at the eastern end of the strip as our
planes came in strafing; gas and oil drums and three tank trucks at the
western end of the strip between strip and the shore; two U/I planes crash
one falling in the water and the other on or near Valif Island; smoke up to
. 3000 feet, reported by one crew, to be visible for sixiy miles; fires at |
“ewak on way to and from target and on Kairiau Island several well construct-
ed buildings on the northern coast and a barge among overnanging treaes near
the northwest tip of the Island.

7+ Photographs taken by this squadron - only ten prints received -
show our bombs bursting among the 10/12 35F in the open along the western
end of the strip. The march across the length of the strip by our bombs
is clearly irdicated by the rows of smoke extending through the revetment
areas, along tne strip itself and on grounded planes and supplies in the
weslern side of the drome.

s Crews were very well satisfied with the result§ of this mission;
/ €eve

. . . LR Whigr T .
ey considered L1 one of the most sucpessfth%Hey havei’taken part,dsrs

T
The enery was caught by surprise and #sk= uynable to throw up any Ssizeable
opposition either by greund fire or in the aire.

For ine Squadron Comzmander:
GOl Cw i oen

l’,g‘)‘l)é-;h ¢ ALY CU?}.‘S

Intelligence Cfficer

3 - Iacls
inel 1 ~ anpendix tan
Ince 2 = s nendix Mg

incl 3 - acpendix nen

[
,
e
.
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CONFIULNTIAL

Narrative Report, ¥FC 34-C-1, countinued.

BOLBING TaBLES

/P WC. BO4sS  wEIGHT  TYPE DBLAY OR TARGRY GaLVUGL SAFE
31 22 100 1b Para-demo L/5 sec 22
237 22 " " n 22
992 22 " " “ 22
055 22 " n u 22
OL6 22 » " " 22
531 22 " " u 22
068 22 » " n 22
372 22 " " n 22
161 22 " " " 22
079 22 " " u 22
TUIAL 220 100 lb Pura—demo L/5 sec 220
_ STRAFING TABLES
+50 Caidink .30 CALIBRE
A/P ROUNDS CABRU EXPD HALFUNCTIONS HCUNDS CARHD EXPD  MaLFUNCTIONS
31 4,000 2,050 4,000 600
237 4,000 1,675 Lix, LBS,UR: L,000 1,000
9952 L,000 ———=  ALL Fil GUNS k,000 200
058 4,000 2,350 L ,000 500
oL8 k4,000 1,300 Llx L,000
531 k4,000 1,550 URS, L& 4,000 350
066 4,000 1,875 LLN, LRS,ULS,LLS 4,000 800
372 L,C00 1,800 LiN, LIS 4,000 200
161 4,000 1,40C UHG, ULS 4,000 500
o718 L,000 1,200 4,000 1,100
TUTAL L0,000 15,200 &2 10,000 5,250
GRGUND OPPOUITIOH
A/ L ilnolTY Ca L Bk ACUGHATRY  ALTLITUDE OF BURGTS
31k Light dedium=heavy No 1500--20007
237 Yoderate tedium %o 150=2001
992 Yoderate Light=nedium Ho : 150-2001
055 xoderate Heavy No 1000-~1500°
OLZ Light-moderate ledium-heavy Ho 1000-1500!
531 uoderate idght-he.vy Yo 150-10001
CES roderate Light-heavy Yo S0-4001
372 Lvoderate sediun No 100=-1501
161 Siight Light so 300
079 Siight Light-medium £0 3001
SukbATitn: Silpht-moderate Light-heavy 4o 50 to 2000 feet
PHOTOGHA PHS

/P Th Loy Tire ~TIPL Pl Lo TEAREG
0S5 ~ 314 Target 1205/ L-1206/1 K-21 30 ea. OU total
161 - Use " u E=20 10 sa. 20 total
Tt &0

-L- APPELOIE A%

COXP LSeXTIalL



FFC 34-C-1 3 February, 1944

500th Bomb. 8qdn, 345th Bomb Group

Third over . target at 50 to 100 f¢

Time aver target: .1205/L - 1206/L

Crew obsv.bombing efflicliency EX

g Crew reports of bomb hits 220
Ea spot represents 2 bombs

T Took photos :

T Other. planes

5










 MAP REF:- -'-' MISSION NO. 240001 DATEM—Z.,-M@ ! j
o EASTERN NEW GUINEA sQuAZROY 30, 200th GROUP—_240Eh =
'NAVIGATION CHART SQUADRON CRDED Jg_x-:wlz ;f_«; ,Third
Do pa Cnlae e i ALTITUDE — 2 2 132 .
| *“-"“;3-;:__31 ‘vl:*le"' 1'5’5153“3 TIME OVER TARGET — Z2o i /L 7o JASL/Ls
. +72 Jaut. Miles a - inch T (BLUE) PLANES TEKING PHOTOS /
¥ercator Prcjection e
o 7 (3SLACK) OTHER PLANES {ALL PLANES TO BE sz-:‘,rv—Z‘l—
‘. - AT BEGINNING OF HUN.)
p |
I
o | i
z 1 ’
@ I
] 3;7_-

’:-S@’Hédﬂ

i

baiiy . '
L Noaey O
Aarreru /. fev .
BUT ..
AusCHu

Pl AT @oeasa«c TR
7 IR T HAGEN @ ke‘ROWﬁG/Q ’ \-'\ A
s - ' - RN v i
2 f\i RN : i ,’/'-‘/Y,7 ?Jﬂ "/fgl’/'“"\”iuo et
; AR e ! , N il 23
7 .. —-— T ZuA / \_jo i“f//v/(‘U \UAJAG.\N - N R
e L - ~ et
~ 5 | SENT BENR® T N
; < 2N \\ | a T VN TECS
1\ \ A - e KAUNANTL
. . \ ”(' oot /YURA L
Lty I
(T F\IVL' e T . Tantie L, ‘ ! X
RV Jreat tapuwar Plufeau N N, ; ot
! \ N — e, 'U\”v
H I ~ - AT B
B o PN T G
A NN ) vo .
= i ? N, b

l4.3“

\

APPENDIY

. |



I0N

i — N
CONFIULBKTIAL ‘3555' =

------------ U T<F 4

OFpICH OF THE IPT .LLIGENCE OFFICHR
500th Bombarcment Squadron (k)
3L5th Bombardment Group
APC 503 JCH/rpb

S February, 19L4
subject: arrative Heport on yission FFO 35-C-1, Performed by 500th Bombard-

nent Squadron February L, 1Shi.

L4

To Cozmanding General, Fifth Air Force, 4PO 925.

b P E
iLe GLidital

(&) Cbjective

Four squadrons of our (roup were assigned to destroy supplies
and installations at Alexishafen by strafing and bombing with 500 1b denos,
6/11 second delay fuse. The attack was coordinated with a striks against
sadang by the 38th Group.

(b) Rendezvous
) The Qroup assecblea over Strip # 7 at 1500 fset, and made ren-
dezvous with the fighters and the 3Lth Group four miles southwest of Madzal
as planned.
(¢} Attack

(1) Dump areas, buildings aud other installations were hit by
the Croup in a well executed atiack. E£ight B-25D-1's of the 500th Squadraon
were seconcd over the target. On the approach fiom the southwest the Squad-
ron formed in two elements nearly &ureasi, one of four plares and to its left
one of three planes; [lying on lhe riynt of ihe first element was a single
plane. (ur bombs wurst amongsl Supplies in the durp and camp area at the
southeastern exd of nwu. 2 Strip, ascng buildings in the nanger area south-
east of llc. 1 3trip, aund also i the stores area at Alexishafen Village but
resulis were generally not observed due to heavy smoke over the target area.
The entire ares was strafed as well us huts by the north share of sek Har-
vor in the Vitur rlantvation.

(2) The plar of attack called fomroamrfour aquadrons to hit
4lexisnafen while the 38th %orb Group struck at ¥adang. The fighter cover
consisted of tvhrec squadrons of P-3f's, one each for close cover for tne
vc uroups of veomvers and the third as area cover. Fighter cover was report-
ed to have beer excellent. '

{d) Interception
(1) There was no interception.
{2) Yo emamy or illiexl plane loszes vere reported.

2 Tne L9%tn Squauron was assiyned to iead the Group; our squadron in
tne numver two position was led by Capt Howard. Flights were as follows:

FardaT FLIGHT otLadu FLIGHT THIRL FLICHT
975 - Capi Howard 31k - .apt Hochella 06t - Capt Van husdelil
531 = Lt James 278 - Lt Geer
U51 - Lt ¢ibb 161 - Capt Doughert,

374 = Capt Lavoli

-

L



arrative Report, ¢F0 35=-C-1, continued.

Lt Shirreffs flying 237 was to have filled in the §o. 2 positicn in the se-
cond flight but was forced to return to base shortly after takeoff due to
engine trouble.

3e Details of the Mission

(a) Takeoff: 0830/L from Heranda, Strip No. L.

Rendesvous: GCroup assembly over Strip 7. Rendezvous with
38th Soab Grouy aud fighters four miles socuthwest of Nadzab.

Attack: 1033/L to 1035/L at 20/150 feet.

ianding: 1215/L at Horanda, Strip ¥o. L.

(b) Route: Horanda - iae - Nadzab - Ramy Valley - ¥indjim River -
northerly to target.

Approach: Jur planes made thair asproach from the southwest,

raneuver: Two elements nearly abrsast, one of four planes and
to its left one of three planes; flying on the right of the first elament
%a3 single pluane.

(¢) 1. Capt Howard, leading the Squadron, took his element across
the target in a course which cut the upper end of No. 2 Strip obliquely from
south tc north. Capt Cavoli flying the spare ship was tacked on the right
wing of this element. Capt Howard bombed the end of the strip and the ack
ack positions beyond. Lt Gibt bombed buildings on tne socuth side of the
strip and the northwest dispersal area. It is not known whether or not
their bombs caused any damage, but they thoroughly strafed the area covered.

2. Capt Hochella flew on the extreme right of the Bormation.
Four of his bowbs landed in the dump and camp area off the upper southeast
8ide of tne strip, and one in the slexishafen Village supply area.

3. Capt Van Ausdell's element flying between No 1 and No 2
Strips in number 3 position booved the hangar area southeast of No. 1 Strip
and an assigned supply area by ihe northern shore of Bostrem Bay. Install-
ations lying ir the path of this element were sell strafed. They also
strafed Vitar Plantation huts by the Gttilien Passage.

(@) Fighter cover was excellent.

(e) xil damages were suffered by our a/Ptg.

(£) one of our personcel were injured.

Le Mo awardas are recommended.

S« Tune attached tables, Appendix “a% give bombs dropped, ammunition ex-
pended and photographs taken. Appendixes 5% and wGw, respectively, show
bomb hits, and the approach and withdrawal frow the targete

6. e sighted one Jetty under = net on the southeast side,gbout a third
of the way slony Xo 2 Strip, and thres camoulflaged Betty's, probably service-
able, in the northwest revetzent area. 2 camoufliged val and orne U/I unser-
viceable &4/7 were also reported in tne northwest dispersal area. e found

he ack ack positions in the Darip Plantation point west of Admosin Island
ecpty. C(onsideratle wreckage was strean throughout the entire area, ard it
is pitted with bomb craters. There were no signs of much activitye.

T e e wm ce wn e wem .
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garrative Report, FFO 35-C-1, continued.

7. Photographs show many bomb bursts and much smoke but provide no-
thing on which definite assessment of damage could be made. A wrecked twe
engined bomber, Sally or Betty, shows up in one of the K-20 pictures.
Photographs from the K-21 camera in Capt Hochella's plane show the Ceneral
Rospital at Alexishafen undamaged, but apparently not much used.

For the Squadron Commander:

JOEN C. HARNA
Captain, Alr Corps
Intelligence Officer

3 = Incls
Incl 1 - ippendix “A®
Incl 2 - Appendix *B®
Inel 3 ~ Appendix "C®



Harrative Report, FFO 35-C~l, continued.

BOMEING TABLE

mm’m—ﬂm

079 s 500 1b . Bémplitton 8/11 sec 5
531 5 " oo " s
051 S " » " 5
31 11 " » » s
a7 S n " " s
068 5 » " " 5 .
278 5 'f . " ha
1681 5 n n ] 5 :
237 % 5 " » . - 5
tonx.s k5 500 1b Demolition 8/11 sec 25 5 15
eturnad sh d e Se
RM to bau ortly after takesoff due to engine troubl
STRAFING TABLE
«50 CALIBRE «30 CALIFRE
A/P ROUNDS CARRYD EKIPD HALFUNCTIONS ROUNDS CARR'D EIPD MNALFUKCTIONS
879 L,00 2,300 Lix G ,000 1,000
531 4,000 2,670 LN, LIS ls,000 —
051 h’m 2,620 m’ IRS, RN h,OOQ 1.2@
31k L ,000 1,750 URN, IRS 4,000 230
372 14,000 2,00 4,000 200
068 k,000 1,800 1AM, UL k4,000 1,800
278 k4,000 2,450 L,000 ° 00
161 h,00Q 1,050 URN, IHN, URS 4,000 200
OIS 32,000 17000 12 005030
PHOTOGRA PHS
A;m T TIME . TIPE EAPOGURES  REBARKS
79 Alexishafen 1033/L = 1035/L  Z=21 30
531 n n - K=20 6
314 " " X-21 30
TOTAL Alexishafen 1033/L = 1035/L, K-20 & R—21 13
Bil ground opposition encountared
APPSNDIX ®a®

Iidzrreanreisan-
. R EARRRE Y



FFO 35-C-1 2/4/44 z\
S500th Sq, 345th Group
Second over target
20 to 150 ft,.
~Timer 1033 to 1035/L
- Bombing efficiency - Ex. \L
'® Bomb hits (per crews)-zs
¢} Bombs salvoed -5
“Took photos
& 77 Other planes
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. APPROACH

S FFO-37-C-1

. 500th Bomb Sqdn,
- First over targe
Time over target
Bombing efficien:
# Crew reports
T Took photos
T~ Other planes
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLICENCE OFFICER

500th Bombardment Squadron (M) ‘
345th Bosbardment Oroup ' res
AP0 503 ch/rph

N 6?0&&1.7,19&!;

Subject: Narrative Repert cn JMission FFO 36-0-1, Performed by 500th Bombard-
ment Squacron (M) February 5, 1 19hh. .

To : Commanding General, Fifth Air Foroe, AP0 925.
‘fa) Objective
Pwmdmwthawbm“rsusw
troy supplies, installations and shipping in the northern halfl of Hansa aw

whﬁathrusquadmottha}rduuckcrmpmtomtthm&umc

lower balf of the sane area.. 3

- (d) mm -
mm-mpmeabhdovaMpTatlsooreetuplmd :

Rendenvous with the fightars: thrse miles nortiwest of Gusap at 3000 fact was

sffected as per schedule but the 3rd Attack Oreup with which rendsivous was

ahotobomde,mnctsm,pcrhnpedu«tomtw,totahuppoaiﬁm

(c) Attack
uppcrpartof Bansa Bay was gimxpart&cnhrb

successful working over by the Group in 3 well-led, well exscutad atitack.
Eightﬁ-ﬁb-l’nottht@th&qudrmmde their run over the targst follow-
ing the other three squadrous. Picking his way through adverse weather en
the routa up to the targst the Group leadar broke through-an overcast as.
less than 1000 feet to swoop down from the northwest an a surprised garrison.
2xcellently bombed were the following: bHuts and machine gun pesitions froa
which fire was received located on the inshore side of the ccastal track
three and a half and three milas respectively northweat of Condor Peint;
knomn arsa of activity along the ccast between Bubat and Drome Cresks, with
hits scored which blsx up an cll dump and sent debris flying from’ buildings;
ack ack defense aree off north end of Condor Strip; A=ar Plantation buildings
and adjacent supply areaj known supply area along the northwest shors of Han-
sa Bay lying east of Awar villages; barges ulong the northwest shore of the
bay, sinking tiree} and a probable 2500-ton MV (Sugar Baker) in the harbor. .
This ship was hit by two bombs and brokes in two. A herd of cattle spotted
in a clearing nortlwest of the harber was strafed, three at ‘1sast were kill-
ed. The entire arsa =as well covered by minimum altitude strafing.

(2) The plane called for our attack to be coordinated mith a
striks by the 3rd Attack Oroup on positions along the lower part of the Bay
and on shipping in the harbora The other (roup was not sighted at ths tare
got; their strike was made independently after ours.

(d) There was no intercaption. HNo Allied or enemy plane losses
were rapcried.

2. The 501st Squadron led the Group with the Oroup Commander, Lt Col
True, {lying the lead ship. The 5UCti lquadron flying the number L positien
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narrative Report, FFO 3G-C-l, cantinued.

was lead by Cupt Van dusdell. Fliights sere as followss
PIRST FLIGHT SECOMD FLIGHT THIRD FLIGHT

068 -~ Capt Ven Ausdsll 992 - Capt Caveli - 334 - Capt Hochella
059 ~ Lt Geer O3 ~ Lt Speicher 051 - Lt Gibd .
161 - Capt Dougnerty S31 - Lt Fritsshall ' ‘

Capt Howard (079) and Lt Mitchell (278) both of the third flight ware forced
to turn back before reaching tho target. The former experisnced trouble with .
the contrals on A/P and landed at Nadsab, taking off from thers shortly after- -
mard to return te bassej the latter returned to base shortly after takeof.
when a generator went out on him. ’ .

3. Details of the Niassion
(a) Takeoff: O7h(/L from Horanda, Strip Wo. k. T
Rondesvous: Group assembly owvar Strip 7 at 1500 feet.  Rendes-
vous with twe squadrons of P-li0's (RAAF) thres milez northwest of Gusap &t
3000 feat. The 3rd Attack Oromp, which was to fall in the formstion ab the
rear, was sighted but did pot taks up schedulad positiom.
Attack: 1009/L to 1011/% at 50/150 feet.
mz’ ) 1215/’- at Kcm, Sh‘iy o { bo
{6) Route: Horanda - las ~ Cusap - targst.
Approach: Frem northwest. :
Meneuvar: The planes cfessed the target in a shallow "V of
V'3 excapt for the third flight which consistad of only two planes. A
“{e) l. Capt Van iusdell lined up his flight omn the 2are northerly
of the two known Supply arees by the nortimest shore of tie Bay. His bombs
mmpmntmm,ummom'mmamtnw
dropped. Lt GQear, Mlying ¥o. 2 positiom, dropped in the track area baek of
the nortiwest shore. The plantation trees obscured cbservation of results.
2. Capt Caveli, leading the flight on the right, dropped four
of his boubs on the supplies in the more southerly of the two bayside areas,
and one on barges at the shore sinking three barpes. Coming in across the
plains Lt Speicher strsfed & herd of about 15 cattle, killing three of them
and went on to drop two bombs just short af the supply area. [e then 1ined
up on an estimated 2500-ton beautifully camouflaged WV (Sugar Baker) in the
harbor from which a barge, alongside, was taking off cargo and scered hits
with two well pliced bombs passing betwean thw foresast and mainnast &s he
fiew over. Thue ship w%as wean to orsak in two. Lt Fritashall on Capt Cavell's
laft wing put all his boobs in the supply area. ~
3. To tis north, and aleng tha coast, two planes ef the third
£1ight, did a good job. Capt lcchella, flight leader, bowbed sheds along the
coastal track, and in the known area of recent activity he blew up & fuel
dump and hit bulldings. Two more of his bombs wers dropped in ths ack ack
defense &rea lying to the north of the drome. On his right wing Lt Gibb
bowsbed two positions about three to three and one-half miles above Condor P
whare uts and machine gun fire were observed. Two of his homshs wers wall
placed in the area of activity, and his f2ifth bomb landed by a track lead-
ing from the north end of Condor Strip. ALl planes thoroughly strafed their
tarpets from minimum altitude.



Narrative Report, FFQ 36-C-1 contimued.

(d) Fighter cover was excellent,
: () A/P 992 raceived one small calibre bullet hole from ground
fire. . X
(f) Hone of our parsonnel were injured. '

be Recammendatian faop awards will be made for Lt Speiclier and crew
for the sinidng of the merchant vessel (armed),

Se The attached tables » Appendix "AM give bombs dropped, ammunition
expended, ground opposition and photographs taken. Appendixes ®B® and g »
respectively, show bazb hits, and the approach and withdrawal from the tar-

get.

Ge Sig/htingu Thres gun heawy calibre*%/l position, the crews of which,

reportedly /10 well uniformed 3 coweringthe piks because of o strafing.
8hacks with roofs byt nJ:p:idn, along ccastal track below Baroi River

to target. Many fires in Amar Plantation area. Numerous crates and casss
in supply area in Awr Plantation. (ne probable Sally, thought to be burn-
ing, just off northern end of Condor Strip. three unserviceable two engine
bombers on northern side of Condor Strip. Three small patrol Yype boats eff
Awar point. Appraximately 15 barges and one 100-ion lugger along the north-
west shore of Hansa Bay. Ril activity observed at Alexishafen and Nadang as
our planes passed nearby. ‘

7T« Photogranhs have ot been received at the time of £iling this rg.

port.
For the Squadron Gommander:
JORHN C. HAMNA
- Captain, aip Corps
Intelligence Cfficer
3 ~ Incls

Incl 1 - Appendix #aw
Inel 2 - Appendix wpu
Incl 3 - dppendix agn

SHIPPING TONNAGE CLAIMED DESTROYED
Sunk by 4/P 992 (Capt Cavoli) 3 U/I barges @ 20-ton ea. 60

Sunk by A/P OL8 (Lt Speicher) 1 Merchant Vessel, probable 2500
Sugar Baker, estimated 2500-ton 25&0-ton
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BOMBING TABLES :
A/P NHO. BOUBS WEIGHT TYPE  DRIAY _ ON TARGET SALYOED RETURNED
‘068 5 smnnma/nm. s '
(v.1] 5 n " 5 _
161 5 - [ ] L] " 3 2
992 5 n fa " 5 _
o8 5 . . 5
531 5 " . n 5
S L
BT 0 Demo A/iiaas 38 T
N . STRAING TABLE A
MP ROUNDS cmn'n EXPEND nmcuom ROURDS CARR'D EXPEKD A IFENCTIONS
068 L,000 - 1,75 wus k,000 1,800 .
059 k4,000 1,600 s . 4,000 50 .
8 4,000 1,545 UL ' };,000 200
- 592 - l§,000 1,7% 113 S L,000 1,000

o8 hpm URN,URS »1BS hlm

AP INEnITY CALIDRE ACCURATE? ALTITI0E OF U S

068 Eoderate Heavy ' No 300~5001
59 Mloderate ledium-heavy - ¥o 300=500¢
161 lcderate Light-oediun Ne 100-300+
992 sodsrate Mediun-heavy No 75-300!
aLs Moderate kedium~heavy , Yes 200-400+
531 . fioderate Nediun Yes : 1002001
314 $1lighte-noderate liedium-heavy Ko 100-150+
051 Moderata Mediva Ko 200-4,00°1
SUARY Silight-moderate Right-heavy  Inaccurale-acourais —75=5007
_ PHOTOORAPES
A/P LOCALITY TINE “TYPE___ BAPUGURES  REBMARKS
U§9 I&NSA BaY  1009/1-10L1/% K- 30
314 n . k=21 30
T E-21 — &0 ,

APPEHDIL "
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© FeB WYy
OFFICE (OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (M)
3i5th Bombardment Group '
AP’ 503 JCH/rpb

1 February, 194l

Subject: Narrative Report on Wission FPO 37-C-1, Performed by 500th Bombard-
ment Squadron (¥) Februvary 6, 19l

ro : Commanding Ceneral, Pifth Air Force, APO 925.

l. GCENERAL
(a) Objective .
ge and bridge sweep from Bogia Bay to Cape Croisilles, a 75
mile stretch of the north New Guinea coast above Madang, was assigned to seven
Mitchells each from the 500th and 501st S . :
‘ (b) Rendesvous :

;ggggﬁéag;sqyadrcna, with the 500th leading, formed enrouts to
Tami Island gouthiwe®t of Finschhafen whers they rendezvoused with ome squadroen
of P-30's and ome of P-447's, the former close and the latter top cover, at ‘
4OOO feet at 1330/L as p . ' :

(c) "Attack = ' _
_ g inshore at Bogia Bay, six planes of the 500th -
Squadron flying in flights of three swept southeastward along the coast. They
bombed villages and bridges with thirty 500 1b democ bombs. Destructiom of a
bridge over the Toto River and probable destruction of a small one at Dalma
Bay constitute the only specific results ef bombing observed. Near Korak a
poasible barge hidaout which was formed by overhanging cliffs and trees was
bombed. Huts and villages all along the coastal road were atrafed.

(2) The plan of attack called for the two squadrons of B-25D-1s
to hit barges, bridges and targets of opportunity on the sweep. Fighter co-
ver consisted of one squadron of P-38's as close cover and ane squadron of
P-Ui7's as top cover.

(d) Interception .
(1] 7here was no interceptica.
(2) Wo allied or enemy plane losses were reported.

2. The 500th Squadron led in the &weep, Capt C. ¥. Howard commanding,
Flights were as follows: .

FIRST FLIGHT SECQMD FLIGHT‘
992 - Capt Howard 531 - Capt Cavoli
592 - Lt James 068 -~ Capt Van Ausdell
051 - Lt Gibb 161 - Ccapt Dougherty

Lt Geer, A/P 276, also in the second flight, turned back from Finschhafen at
1330/L due to generator grouble. He landed at Horanda at 120/L.

3+ Details of the Mission .
a) TakeofT: L from Horanda, Strip No. 4.
Rendegvous: The two squadrons, with the 5CO0th leading, formed
enroute to Tami Island southwest of Finschhafen where they rendezvoused with
tWo squadrons of fighters at LOOO feet at 1330/L as planned. '

.

CONFTDENTTAL



CUNYFIDENTIAL

Narrative Report, FFO 37-C~l, continued.

Attack: 1505/L to 1530/L at 50/200 feet.
Landing: 1720/L at Horanda, Strip No. L.

(b) Route: Horanda - Tami Island - Finschhafen - target.
Approachs Our planes made their approach in a southsasterly

Mansuver: Two elements of three planes each with each flight
striking at targets of opportunity as thay saw them.

(e) (1) Capt Howard with Lt James and Lt Gibb on his right and left
wings, respectively, dropped his bombs on native villages and possibls supply
areas from Bogia to Cape Croisillass. Lt James bombed villages and a suspected
barge hideout, formed by cliffs and trees overhanging the water, near Korak.
Ltﬁibbdroppedubonbdirecﬂgcntholomnmbridge,obaaﬁnguho
went over that it was already badly wrecksd. Three more of his bombs wers
dropped on villages, the fifth by & possible silent A/A position at Gurum
Village. (2) capt Cavoli lsading the second flight scored a dirsct hit

direction.

erous villages bombed. v
(3) Al planes strafed bumildings, villages, and possible supply
areas on the entire run. ' i
(d) Pighter cover was CK. ,
(8) Nil damages were suffered by our A/P's.
(£) None of our personnel were injured.

Le No awards are recommended.

5. The attached tables, Appendix ®a" give bombs dropped, ammunition ex-
pendsd, ground oppeosition encountered and pactographs taken. Appendix "B®
shows bomb hits and the approach and withdrawal from the target.

6. Ths following sightings were reparted: Possible i/A position at Gurum
Village, silent; one truck in Benara Plantatioca about fiftesn mdles below Bogia

‘Harbor; four barges at Mugil Barbor and two at Cape Juno about twelve miles be-

low Cape Croisilles; large explosicn which threw uwp debris and mud to A/P level
at Bunabun - possible landmine; Kokumba River bridge completely destroyed;
overturned loaded truck at Simbini five miles below Cape Gourdone.

7. Photos have not been received at the time of this report.
For the Squadron Commender:
JOHN C. HANNA
Captain, Air Corps
2 - Incls Intelligence Officer

Inel 1 - Appendix A%
Incl 2 ~ Appendix ®B®

CONFIDENTIAL
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Narrative Report, FFO 37-C-1 continued.

BOMBING TABULATION

A/P KO. BOMBS WEIGHT TYPR DELAY ON TARGET SALVOED RETURNED
992 5 500 1b Demo 8/11 seCe 5 .
592 5 ] " " 5
051, g n ] " s
53]_ 5 " ® " 5
068 g 7 # ] 5
181 g ] ] " 5
TCTAL 30 500 1b Demo  8/11 sec 30
. STRAFING TABLES
/P <50 GALIBRE e30 CALIBRE
NO. ROUHDS CARR'DC KXPENDED MALFUNCTIONS  ROUNDS CARR'D EXPENDED MALFUNC.
992 44,000 2,350 ULS,URN,LLS 4,000 —
592 14,000 2,550  LiS k5000 600
051 k4,000 1,550  URS,URN,IRS k4,000 600
531 k,000 3,200 IRN 4,000 k00
068 k,000 1,955  UIN ‘ L,000 1,100
TOTAL  2h4,000 14,150 1 2, ,000 2, T00
GROUND OPPOSITION
A/P INTBAS11d CALIBRE ACCURAIE  ALTITUDE  LOCATION
992 Slight Nedium Yes 100/200  Bunabun
552 @ = No 50/150 n
051 " " No 50/150 n
531 ( " " Yo 150/200 " )
( " ¥/G fire No 50/200  Korak )
o648 u Heavy No 150 Bunabun
161 ¥oderate edium No 50,/200 u
PHOTOGRAPHS .
A/P LOCALITY TIKE TYP: EXPOSUKES ~ REMARKS
592 Bogia - C. Croisilles 1505-1530/L K-20 30
068 " : " K-21 30
TOTAL &0
APPENDIX "A"

CORFIDENTIATL
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o:FICE OF THY INTELLIGENCE OFFICER Ry
500th Rombardment Squadron ) 3 FER Uf
3,5¢h Bombardoent Grows (i)
APO 503

Subject: Harrative Repart on Mission FFO 3G=a=l, Perforacd by 500th Bosbard-
ment Squadron February 8, 19uk. :

Commanding General, Fifth Air Force. AYG 925.

T0 :
1. CGHEHSGWL
(a) Objective

The wruction of supplies, instullaticns and barges in
designated arous at Macang was assignsd to 2 B-25U-~1's of the 3L5th Group.
Targets lying roughly in & N/E line extending along theé Kaliboovo Peninsuls
and across Uragat Islund were given two squadrons, namely the 500th and the
$O0lst. An E/¥ line of targets on the mainland, and Baliau and Cragat
Islands was assigned to the hS8th and L59th Squadrons. Then it wus decided
that each squadron would miks < tlmes passcsS, two us above, and one in which
targets were tradsd. Tha 3rd Attack Group was assigued the alexishafen area
for & coordinated similar strike.

(b) Rendesvous

The Group assemblod over strip #7, the 50Uth leading, and 5 miles
B/% of Gusap, made rendesvous with the 3rd Attack Group and two squadrons of
P47 fignters.

(o) Attack

1) Lining up on the first of their targets, the Supply areas in
the Ficus Rucber Plantation, the six plunes of the 500th Squadron, in &wo
flights in irail, went in from the Southwest, all foreird guns raxing the Jap
positions ahecd. Froo minimum altitude they bambed many of the assigned
targets. Fires and an explosien resulted from nits on the supply area lying
on the hast s:ore of Binnen Harbor, South of Madang Townsiip. Two bombs landed
azong buildings on the Townsndp, and the liodlion Lavor Houdes wers hit. The
area »as swrafed on each 5f three passes. Jupanoss propac«idda leallets were
dz‘Opped.

{(d) Interceptiocn ‘

(i, There ws no intercepticii.

2} o aliied or enexy piune lusses wers reported.

2. The YU .th Suuedron led the Croup, with Capt. Lax §. doriensen

o~ Lie s Sy g S N 5 . I s e

COmUMNULNL, o TFal L0 mare ad follows:
. . . e en [ UVIEAE R S PR A
LU S Ry DA Lie AL d

Unh = (upt Rorilessen 314 = Cat tiocnella
Ol - Lt Speicner 9R - .t Gecr
161 ~ Cunt Douphert, 278 - 14 Lavis

3. Dewsils of the Mission -

(a; 7Taxeoif: OAN/L frow Herenda, Strip He. 4
donddegvous: Five ma.es Lortasuet of Lusup ut U3y
Altacd: lobh/l to 1005/ at B rt.
Lanaing: 1245/%. at dorends, strip Yo. b

(L) Bout@: Horunos - Lae - Hadsab - Yalaplt - targete.
Approucnt L planse marle thelir spprosch in o Nortoo slerdy

dGireci.one. -1-

IR )
ST i

- e s mam - e e MMA am cem - -
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Barrative Report, FPO 3%-A-1, continucd.

() Ransuver

c. (1, Capt Mortensen made his run s planned, crossing the Ficus Hubbter
Pluntation an a course Pareliel to, and about a4 Quarter ‘
dedilaon Pluantatieon road, crogsing Kalibobo Peninsula, Gragat Mission, and the
Horthwest shore of Oragat Island. His ripst basb lundad

(2, capt Dougherty bombed buiidin
owne 0On Gragat Islund Capt ¥ortensen aro

£8 at the Southern outskirts of the
oped & bowb st Kauiin; it skis

from water to lasd. Lt Speicner, on the rizht, bombed Mittibog village.
Haking a right turn aftep passing over the islands, capt
flight cn an Zast to “88t pass over OGrapat and Bellay Ty
targets be ond. Three toabs wers dro.ped on the 8upply
26rt of Beliuu, the @aini.nd targets were woll strufed,
south, circling far @4.Qtler run up the Yodilen Plantation Roud and the firat
line o targets. On this pass Lt Geer dropped & bomb daong red roofad build-
<ngs, the Yodilon Labop fiouses, and another in the 8upply ares near the ’
lighthouse on K.l.boko Peninsula.

(3} "Cupt Hochella's flight trailed the first.
dropped on vhe Hodilon Plentation Road attempting, to get

8econd 180 on the roud 2 S
ods Ieft, Aroped two bowg

r e Southern part of Binnen
in the Ficus Rubber Plantati

trarline wuned the Hodilon Roud. The second lanvea ason;:
Geer, at numter two position, dro ped two bozbis &t the ¥
one Lined at o Possibl. barge luande: in the water, the o
buildings. ¢a, ¢ Hochella planted a vomt in target 26-0,

directly suuth of the tosn.

&t ihe Korthernnmost part of

durvor. o onis gsecona Pacs

On the Fast to .out pass Lt
Neliay Isdand, and .pea 15-5

- Hortensen took hig

and th. filight turned

Bis rirst vosb was

4 causesay, his
Hurbor. Lt Davia s On
on betweun the old
coverad supplies. Lt
odiion Labor Houses,
ther landed azong the
the supply area

ver comied supplios
» Just below Siap

“Ver e Kortheest ling of vargets, Caplt Hocheila

Dombe! & Suprly ar.a ust orf the Ladang~.lexisn.en Ho &
Lt Geer Lomies one b ihe Bogwd,inm {oed Upposite Joara I
dropped a ozt in the +Outhueat section of Madaung Townsi,
Eission ares, u design.tea tirget. Two toubs by

s

Hochella one in the Gragnt

11 Javis on v Korineast part of GGt 151 were Lhe

flight. It, 1li . the iz

pass.
(¢, Fighter cover was

A

‘€, me of our airpl n

2 R R O

U acsad, hwa done o 5004 oL

‘10061 -

feal’ the Lwgol River;
siard. Lt Davis
ip prover; Capt

<6t dro ped vy this
¢l swe:fing on each

=28, #¥31i, receive: Silght L@ 1o U 0.,

dird or ©i: . ng uud,

(I} There were no injuries o porsonnel.
Le 80 aierds are TEUGIImRNAa o

: e i Vogaet e e
P s, & at&sCuﬁG AL LCU

AendixX Ya", iive bomos drofoexi, amunition

%, nded, prownd Gipositi.on CRcoRnTL red Lnd photoe. CaDis

bt vey 27
8LU s vonw o w2 Tl ht

Crewal Srom Tue Leargete

fc

~iN28, ans . sendix ton 80vg

-7

'z - Lo
[ S L T SR U
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Narrative Report, FFO 39-A-1, continuede.

6. The following sightings were reported: coverad supplies 300 yds
Northwest of the Modilon Labor Houses; a siall supply dump just South of the
junction of Madang-Alexishafen and Modilon Roads; three arecked U/I pianes on
the South side of strip; white canvas covered mounds, supplies or possible gun
positions, in Modilon Plantation near Cape Kasserow; one parge by the Western
shore of North inlet of Gragat Island; a fire which flashed and died twice about
300 yards ¥West of the dock on the wastern shore of Binnen Harbor. Modilon Ptns
road was in good condition and appeared well travelled but nil activity was
observed in the rest of the area and other tracks appeared neglected. Much
smoke was Seen rising from the vicinity of Alexishafen.

7. Photos had not been received at the time of this reporte.

For the Squadron Commander :

Capt, air Corps
3 Incls Intelligence Officer
Incl 1 - 4 -pendix "A"
Incl 2 - Appendix "B"
Incl 3 - Appendix nen
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Narrative Report, FFO 39-a-1

, BOMBING TABLES
RA/P NO. BOMBS TEIGHT TIPE _ DEIAY O\ TARGET _ IN WATER SALVOED S.

055 S 500 1o Demo L/5 sec 5
th 5 n ;4 n 3 2
161 5 " " M 5
3]_)4 S L] » n 5
992 5 u # u L 1
278 5 u n L S
TOTAL 30 §30 1o Demo  u/> 8€cC 27 3
STRAFIFG TaBLES

.50 CALIERE <30 GALIBRE
A/P ROUKDS CARR'D EXPEND, :ALFUNCTICH NS QCUNTS CARR'D ENPEND. walTUNCTS.
055 4,000 2,700 URN 1,000 -
0L8 L,C00 1,125 4,000 ——
161 k4,000 2.550 URN 14,000 e
31 4,000 3,850 4,000 1,200
992 14,000 2,000 1R¥, [RK 1,000 500
278 44,000 1, 665 URN, ULS 4,000 e
TOTAL L 000 13,890 6 211,000 1,700

GROULD CPPOSITION -
A/P TRTaNAITY  caLlBal "oOURATE:  &LTITUUS LOCATION
270 One - pufl ‘Light NO 300°¢ Target
: FPHOTOGRA FHS
A/P LOGATICN TIME . TY P& RADUO U REMAHKS
055 Over Target T0LL/L~1055/L K-21 15
oLd ] i ] 30
31 u A n 30
TULAL Over farget Toun, L-so2o/ L K-21 >
APPENDIX "A*



' . | . — .
e y 47" " ¥ISSION No,.58=A=)...nire8. .ﬁ%‘?e??.‘*“‘Ec

- %o~ | SQUADROK NQ..TJ,QQtEb,Hu-‘ . .&’%ﬁﬁ..
SQUADEON ORDER OVER mP.Gm ,i.*s*;
. MJTIIU‘DE.‘..-CI'.SOO 4 P e toooios_ss
. TIME OVER TARGET,.104 f / L
ADMIRALTY =, | _ ISLANDS ‘T( BLUE) PLANES TAXING PHOTOS.
. o o o_Lorencay T( BLACK) OTHER PLANES.(ALL PLAYES 70 |27
MOoMoTE BE SHOWN AT BEGINNING OF 30%.}
5 kelauwa /'/r‘,
, g |AF REFi-
&S Ram 'df EASTERN NEW GUINEA
| % NAVIGATION CEART ™
30— o Equatorial Sealsi- 1:2,315,7
41.72 Naut., Miles = 1 ’mc.
3 ; Merzator Proiectt
‘ . (4T° .
H o 1
3 ST S A P r? Cv — S
/
.30 —30'v
B /7 S mMmMARCK S £ A ‘
_ I 4
_:(J,
JV -/
! GARO . @]:t,.;nu
VIiTu ISLANDS
OUHea[.
S . |
a ?ﬁ{ S HAFEN
Y A RN 9
@ MADANG
f"' 4 *tz’-'— o) : ToLok WA
N !q
s ‘ , //:/;;;‘:’II:'I :l// A

- \‘,,///)/ ¥
“ ) q'”‘ /"/,4( ﬂ/)

\
i “‘\\;\"‘EL“ /é/) vy,

(“I, ,, »
//‘l - < “

Y
l\ cow | 2 .
d . ! Q N
o d DWW EINSCHHAREN] Finsch M, ! u - 20
,’“ l ' _ch o A
{ I Fpb5 =D C
, N i VS
~e .
Méc(”’ U 4y 12l



e 20bun) wPAQ PHILLY N O T oy

S soT o OT — aprr 2 doy jo122d< 1 7Q 17/9
IS 2obut) 4PAD A B3PI HoAPTTIOS 22103031t/ DNYIL)Y

———qnoJ e QQK\UGUOIW
e mﬂ.MN s .m(\\< to.\wm.\k\l TN YW

Lo

Z-8 .
12Gy5ne ) BgUer
..u\.SS\QnN. .thm

9|1

..w\l\m\mumtww&t
PGy

2.~

D 700
, @ ww\ m,\...,‘ 4 =

SaSNOH S, c»i.,ﬁ._‘..
—0gP7 §uo/ipopy Zp\l werjoaue)d

oY O 2LID A &

).kavhnB\N b\n\“ .~ \\N&Q\\\Q -3 \"

3 it I:

-7

b (yyrswruad &

¢ (be1424S) | -

w DQQQ\\Q\p\. ‘. i

3 wndo%w*mq ! A *,\%

£ . \
m Zrorv .......,.Pu.....h R
w \\  IWouduE—
5 ANYAYIN A

D

N7
74“ S o-¢ “ ’
A&%\!%Q.W\

. s ST
ﬂw?/
/'
N

v tamk.aﬁu‘wﬂ.

- smwshQ 106 O
<. wwbuog t.\h\v.nQ

MRS S A ) £ o0 S0 SRS
i

poiiiinny

2y
7 41\

ESEPTIEE X S

Yt 21277

"/ 1o/ _ f _
\ 7 yeray 20 N | W0/ DLUD/]
Q/. s
: \ %ﬁ&\@s % ’

0\
c/X2I¥ —7\

YD

62

[
 woympnmy )
Y opbey |




Srar

Plantation

aecower /.

|
|

7
-
Sy 07 .\whh.wg 4
O Sas Largarr /. \m‘\ﬁ i

N MADANY
WTAIRDROME "\

X

_ S
AN\| S%
5, >,

. N\W\«m%otnhﬂt

& flibobo
y Q&n\\.\\
/ Pesninsala)

_
i
i
[

a

%
i
R
1

3

-

3
3

(el
f
e
.:

h&\m N&u&\ﬁt

o

.-

Modilory L abor-

R Houvses

(16

(N,wmw.. Ealchurre
FUs¥H iy,
S-2
Missiorn No. 222521 Date_teo.4a
N\%\m&b\vim %\mﬁ\ﬂg\.ﬁm\ WMMMMN\QJ \MQ«“\Q. Over QMMt\v 245y
Ll BILLS y . . o7 Of er jar £Lresy |
Dreliinvmar %MMMN\\QQ\O AR itude 50 70 z2cc 7 J=va

Tirre Oyer Jarged _(Leut v ~nzc-
Crew Qpservazion Bombing E; IcrermcyL
© (k&d)(Few Nv%\OQ\.Nn 0\\%Q\w\m Hits

@ (Red )Bomb / 11s Shower orr Photas

T (Blue) Harres @X\x@u Fhotos
T(Black ) Ofber Plamos. CAN £y, .

e Showtr at-Bejfrer v > A

M wsen \.
~
&~ w«a £ /

} f0oo Meter Modr;
..Nw\\&\u.% Grrd Sy. terr:.

Scale: /: 25000 m\\mw\\mxv

r\nN.OCW /,




b g AR
IV N

CONFIDENTIAL -G~
| \2TER W

Office of the Intelligence Officer
500th Bombardment Squadron u)
3L45th Bombardment Group
AFQ 503 JCH/rpb

13 February, 194k

Subject: Harrative Report on Mission FFQ Lli=C-1, Performed by 500th Bomb-
ardment Squadron (M) Pebruary 13, 1SLk.

To ¢ Commanding General, Fifth Air Force, APO 925.

l. GENERAL
(a) Objective :
Four squadrons of the 345th Bamb Group and three squadrons of

the 38th Group were assigned to bomb installations, supplies add shipping in
the Momote Drome Area. Attack was to be at medium altituds with each squad-
ron furnishing twelve planes each. :

(b) Rendexvous
’ assembled over Strip 7 at 2000 feet and effected
rendesvous with the 38th Group over Tolokiwa at 2000 feet as planned. The
one squadron of P-38¢s which were to serve as fighter cover for the attack-
-ing force was not seen at the rendeszvous point by any of our crews.

(e) The twelve B-25s of the 500th Squadron, g third in ths
Group formation, made their run over the target at 8000/8200 feet on an
&lmost northerly heading. Our specific target was the peninsula on which
Papitalai is located, an area approximately 600 yards long by 200 yards wide,
cantaining supplies and persannsl located one mile west of the north end of
Momote Drome. Flying in two flights of six pldnes each and dropping on the
£flight leaders who were flying medium bombers - the other ten planes being
strafers - we dropped 55 X 500 1b demo bombs at the target. Of this number
four were seen to fall in the water. the remainder in the target. Only re-
sults observed were an explosion and some smoke in area after bombing.
Clouds prevented further observation of results.

. The plan of attack called for seven squadraons of B-25's, each
consisting of twelve planes, with one squadron of P-38's as cover to strike
the lomote Drome Area at from 7500/8500 feet.

(d) (1) There was no interception.
(2) No Allied or enemy plane losses were reported.

2. The 500th Squadron was third in the Group formation which was led
by the 498th Squadron. Capt Michael F. Hochella led our squadron which was
made up as follows:

A" FLIGHT "B® FLIGHT
597 ~ Capt Hochella) 66l - Capt Cavoli )
059 -~ Lt Frey )1st Element 592 - Lt Mitchell )1st Element
31k - Lt Shirreffs ) 278 - Lt Fritzshall ) .
161 - Capt Dougherty) 055 - Capt Mortensen)
068 - Lt Geer )284 Element OL8 ~ Lt James )2ad Element
531 - Lt Gibb ) 992 - Lt Davis )
-1 -
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Narrative Report, FFO Lli~C-1 continued

3« Details of the Mission
(a) Takeoff: 0700/L from Noranda, Strip No. 4.
Rendezvous: 0830/L at Tolokiwa Island at 2000 feet.
Attack:. 095h/L to 0955/L at 8000/8200 feet. '
landing: 1240/L at Horanda, Strip No. l.
(b) Route: Horanda - Tolokiwa Island - target.
Approach: Cur planes made their 2pprodch on a northerly head-

Baneuver: Two flights of six B-25's each. Planes in each

flight dropped their bombs on the flight leadars who were flying medium bombers.,

(c) Capt Hochella led the first element of 8ix planes acress the
target in an almost due north heading; elements were made up of two V*s of
three planes. all co-pilots of this first flight toggled their bombs as they
saw Capt Hoffman, lead bombardier, drop his first one. Due to rack malfunc-
tion the bombs in Capt Dougherty*s shjp, A/P No. 161, failed to release and
were returned to base. Lt lewis, flying with Capt Cavoli, was bombardier for
the second flight and all bambs of this flight were dropped as he released
his on the target, Only four bombs out of the fifty-five dropped fell in
the water; the remaining fifty-one hit the target. An explosion and smoke ,
observed in the target following bombing but dlouds prevented further obser- -
vation of bombing results. '

(d) Fighter cover was not seen.

(e) Nil damages were suffered by our aA/pts.,

(f) None of our personnel were injured.

be No awards are recommended.

- 5+« The attached tables, Abpendix "AN, give bombs dropped, amrunition
expended, ground opposition encountered and photographs taken. Appendix ngnr
8hows bomb hits and Appendix "C" gives the approach and withdrawal from tare

get.

6+ The following Bightings were reported: 38th Group bombs bursting
along the length of MHomote Drome with two bursts on central taxiway leading
to westside dispersal areas. A 100=-foot lugger i# Papitalai Harbor approx
40O yards southwest of Kommla Islande An estimated 200~foot lugger with
high freeboard in Sea Eagle Harbor in cove south of Lombrum Plantation. A
well defined, well used road along the northwest shore of Los Negros Island,

7o Photos have not been received at the time of this report.

For the Squadron Commander :

JOHN C. HANNA
Captain, Air Corps
3 = Incls Intelligence Gfficer
Incl 1 - Appendix mun
Incl 2 - Apvendix mgpw
Incl 3 - Appendix ngw
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Narrative Report, FFO hli-C-1 continued.

BOMBING TABLE _
A/P NC. BOMBS WEIGHT TIPE DELAY DROPPED __ SALVOED RETURNED
597 5 500 1b Demo UL/5 second s .
059 5 u *  on impact S
31 5 " " " 5
161 S n " n g
Q68 5 " n n 5
531 5 nooo " g
664 [ " " " 5
592 5 ] n n [+
278 5 n " " s
055 5 oo n 5
0L8 5 n " " 5
29_2_ 5 n n n 5
TOTAL 60 ] n [ 55 2

Fifty-one of the bomba dropped fell on the target; four in the water

STRAFING TABIE
Only ammuni.tion expended was by test firing guns.

Nil A/A was encountered.

PHOTOGRAPHIC TABLE

A/P TOCATION TYP, EXPOSURES  REMARKS
31 0953/L to 09587L Jarget K21 30
592 " " x-21 15
278 n " K-21 30
055 " n E-21 30
TOTAL 0953/L to 0958/L Target K=21 105
APPENDIX ®A®

CONFIDENTIAL
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment SqQuadron (M)
345tk Bombardment Group

AP0 503 © JXH/rpb

15 Pebruary, 1Shh

Subject: Harrative Report on FFO 45-C-1, Performed by 500th Bombardment

Squadren Pebruary 1L, 1shl.
To t Commanding General, FAfth Air Percs, APO 925.

l. GENERAL
(a) Objective
Four squadrons of the 345th Group and three squadrons of the
36th Group wers assigned to strikes Memote Airdroms with intent to destray
grounded aireraft, installations, and imock the drome ocut of commission.

- . {b) Remdesveus o

Group asseabled over Strip Ko 7 with the 38th Croup
at 0800/L at 1500 fest. With the 3iSth in the lead the attack force pro-
ceeded to Tolokiws Island where tray rendegvoused with one squadron of P-38s
at O¥15/1, as plamed. , - '

{e) Attmck . -
ve B=-25D~1's of the 500th Squadron, ing second in

ihe Group formation, made thaeir run ower the target &t 7650/3000 feet on a
heading of appragmately 330°. Our specific target was the scuthern balf

of the Drome and diuspersal area. Flying in two £1ights, each consisting of
mdmuotthm,anddrcppmgmtbm@nlmnmmmm
mdimb@m.-tbeothcrtmplmmmatrarmimmmmpped

60 X 500 1b demo bombs on the target. Pires and black and white smoke

shich rose to 3000 foat resuited [rom the bombing. Cne boub feil directly be-
tweon two planes of uniknown merviceability on the southwemt side of ths run~
way. Target extresely well covered by bombing. S
{d) (1) Thers was no interceptiom. .
(2) ¥o illied or enemy plane losses were reparted.

2.. The 500tk Squadron wad second in the Group farzation which wus led
by the L99th Squadron. Capt ®illiam J. Cavoll led our squadron which was
made up as Tollowss

- BAM FLIGHT upw FLIGAT
66y - Capt Caveld. ) ' 597 - Capt Hochella )
592 = Lt Hitchell ) 184 element 059 -~ Lt Frey } 1st elerment
237 = Lt Fritgstall ) 314 - L% Sherriffs )
161 « Capt Dougherty ) 055 - L% Doman )
066 = Lt Geer ) 2nd element OL8 - Lt James ) 2nd element
051 ~ Lt gibdb ) 278 = Lt Brigham )

3. Details of the Misaion
(a) fTakeoff: O7LS/L from Horanda, Strip No. L.
Rendszvous: #ith fighters ever Tolokiwa Island at 0915/L.
Attack: 1033/L to 1035/L at 7650/8000 feet.
Landing: 1315/L at Horanda, Strip No. L.

CONFIDRERYTTATL



Karrative Report, FF0 L5-C~1 continued.

(b) Route: Horanda - Tolckiwa island -~ Target. :
Approach: On heading of approximately 330 degrees.
Mansuvar: Two flights of six sach camposed of two slsments of
three planes.

(¢c) Capt Cavoli led the first element of six planes across ths
target at 1033/L. Dropping on the porfect bombing of Lt Lewis in the lead
chipthowureflightphoodmiubcnbawmmwaot. Tthe second
flight led by Capt Hochella cave in & few seconds after the first. This flight
with Capt Roffman a3 lead baombardier, also dropped all its bozbs in the target.
Fires and black and white smoke rising to 3000 fest were started. One bozmb .
tf}lm dirgctly batween two planea of unimown sarviceability. Target was well
c .

(d) Fighter cover was good.

(a; N4l damages were suffersd by our A/P's.

(f) Kons of our persomel was injured.

k. 18% Lt Robars L. lewis 1a recommanded for the Air Medal for the
wrmtwmgmadwmmmmmtughtmmtonumuy
in the target.

S. The attached tables, Appendix "A®, give bombs dropped, axzunition
aexpended, ground opposition snocuntered and photogrephs taken. Appendix *B*
shows boab hits and Appendix ®C® gives ths approach and withdramal from the
tll‘get- .

6. The following sightings wers repcrted: Approxismately eight A/P's,
thought to be wrecked, on the lower end of the strip. large craters {rom
previous bombing in strip; no evidance of repairs following yesterday's

. bombardment. Eight tc ten shacks probably netive buts approxiustely one

mile off north end of the etrip and in line with the strip.
7. Fhotographs have not been received.
For the Squadron Comm&nder:

JOHK C. BANNA
Captain, Adr Corps
Intelligence Cfficer
3 - Incls _
Inel 1 - Appendix "A"
Incl 2 « Appandix “p®
Incl 3 « Appendix *C"
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Narrative Repart, FFC L5-C-1

_ : BOMBING TABLE .
P NO. BCMBS nEIGHT TYFPE DELAY ON TaHQET SALVORED RETURNED
% 5 500 1t Demc Inatantaneous 5
52 5 . " 5
a37 S " n n 5
11 5 meoe " 5
c48 5 " n o 5
051 S " " n 5
597§ . . . 5
059 5 . " 5
2! 5 “ " 5
55 5 . . 5
m 5 » " n 5
373 S " _st _ " 5
TOTAL &0 SO0 4b  Demo ins tAntansous ()
Nil azmunition expended.
%1l ground opposition encountered.
PHOTCORAPHIC TAZLE
X/P____ TOCATION TINE EXPOBURES . RKEMARES
[274:4 Target 1033/L~1035/L F5) 30
311‘ » " . " 30
Oh& n " ) 1« 30
ROTAL __Over target  1033/L~1035/L __ K-21 X
APPERDIX "4i%
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGZHCE QOFFICER '
500th Bombardment Squadron (X)
345th Bombardment Group
AFQ 503 ' JCH/rpb
16 February, 154, -

Subject: Harrative Report on Mission ¥FO L6-C~1, Performed by 500th Bomb~
ardsent Squadron February 15, 15LL.

To s Commanding Oeneral, Pifth Air Force. APO 925.

l. GQEHERAL
(a) Objesctive

Four squadrons of the 3L5th Boab Group in conjunction with three
squadrons of the 38th Eoab Oreup and coordinated with the 3rd Attack Group,
L3rd Bosb Group and the $0th Bomb Group were assigned to strike Kavieng Town-
ship with the intent to destroy Suppliss, installaticns, persennel and A/A
positions. o
' (b) Rendesvous ‘ - :
' The JL5th and 38th Bomb Groups assembled over Strip No. 7 at
15C0 fest. ¥ith the 36th Group in the lead the formation proceeded to Sand
Islund where rendesvous with the fighters wes effscted at 1010/L at 2000 feet
as planned. :

() Attack - :

& large house was destrayed sild several
large fuel-type fires sending black smeke to 2000/3000 feet, visible for 75
miles, wore started in a minimum altitude bombing and strafing attack by 11
B=25D~1's of this squadron. Ths target was covered with 80 mach smoke and
flane that some of the pilots reported having to fly on instruments during
their attack which was mede 8t from 50/150 feet. Windshields and lesding ,
edges of sevaral of the planes were blackened with dense srioke, and the pilots
deliberatsly flew into a rainstorm on their return to wash them down. Great
damage was dons to tho heavily concentrated supply area, and returning cfews
reported the bombing was so intense thet gasoline drums were blown up to thsir

"level. The attack cost us throe planes and two crews lost, a third crew in-

Jured and a fourth airplane damaged so badly that it was turned over to a ser-
vice group.
(d) There was no interception.
One U/I A/P was seen to crash and explode in Chinatown as our
Squadron approached the target, a (-25 of the L98th Squadron was seen in the
watar wast of Kavieng, and a Jap floatplane was ssen to be shot down by a
P-38 in addition to the losses of our om Squadron. .

2. The 500th Squadron led the Group formation. Capt Max H. Mortensen
led‘ cur Squadron which was composed as follows: - )

MA® PLIGHT upe PLIGHT
055 - Capt Mortensen ) 992 - Lt Hacox )
430 - Lt Jamas ) lst olement O5% - Lt Fray - } 18t element
161 - Lt Ames y OL8 - Lt Davis )

DECLASSIFIED

-1 - pap Dif. -9.339‘-8}95',4.{
1, , WDYLM



s e W‘"‘%"Pb

Rarrative Report, FFO L6-C-1 continued.

A% FLIGHT "B° PLIGHT

314 - Capt Hochella ) | 531 - Capt Caveli )
068 - Lt Geer )2nd elemsnt 552 - Lt Doman )2nd element
237 = Lt Shirreffs ) 051 - Lt Gibb )

Lt Jumss, 4/P L3C, turned back before reaching target due to turret
troubls.

3. Details of the mission

(a) Takeoff: O7L5/L from Horanda, Strip No L.

Rendesvous: ¥ith one group of P-38's at 2000 feet over Sand
Island at 1010/1.

Attack: 1120/L to 1125/L at S0/150 feet.

landing: Five A/P's at 1415/L; two at 1535/L.

(b) Route: Horanda - Sand Island - target.

Approach: On approximately north heading.

kaneuver: One flight of five and one flight of six planes
each broken down into two elements.

(o) 1. cCapt Mortensen led the squadron across the target at 1120/L
at minimum altitude on an approximetely northerly heading. In a formation
of two flights of five and six planes respectively, sach flight madse up of
tro @lements, we covered ths target thoroughly from the shore to a short dis-
tance inland and from the main wharf nortimard to just beyond Chinatown.
iluch anoke and flame wers already visible from bombing by other units before
our attack. Capt Mortensen's flight dropped all of its bombs throughout the
target from the Kein wharf to Chinatown starting seversl fires. One which
caused a large explosion was known definitely to have been started by cne of
Capt liortensen's bembs. Capt Mortensen reported seeing & gasoline drum be-
ing blown up alongside of his plane. ‘ o

2. Flying close to the right of the first element, Capt Ho~
chella's element dropped its bombs throughout the target, but Capt Hochella's
plane became dameged while on its run and after breaking amay from the tar-
gotl wis last seen two or three feet above the water traveling at an estimated
125 miles per hour heading southeasterly toward Edmago Island with one prop
windmilling. Although no one saw him actually crash, no further word has
been received from hiz or his crew; they are listed as missing.

3« L% Hecox took his flight over the target directly behind
Capt Mortensen. One bomb from Lt Davis' plane dropped near a fire south of
the main wharf and the other bombs of the flight were dropped from the wharf,

» northward through the Chinatown area where a
direct hit demolished a large white house. O(ne bomb from this f£light landed
in the water close to the shore. %hile approaching Chinatown, Lt Hecox's
plane was hit and started to burn. Befors it crashed and exploded in the
plantation immediately northwest of Chinatown, however, Lt Hecox had dropped
his bombs in the target.

4. Capt Cavoli's element, close on Lt Hecox's wing, dropped
all but three of its bombs through the target. Lt Doman's plane was hit while
on its run, and as the pilot was fighting to keep his plane in the air he
was forced to salvo three of his bombs in the water after breaking away from
the target. Capt Cavoli's plane was hit and one engine started to burn. He
flew down to the water after coming off the targel and crashlanded the plane

-2 -
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Narrative Report, FFO L6-C~1 continued.

atout cne and one-quarter miles of? shiore. The plane
about four mirutes anabling Capt Cavoli &nd Sgt =8

RSt Sott o ot —faa et
e O O — e — zr- a2

pmained aflost for
. : 85> to extricate the radio
operator pinnad in nesr his position. The whole crew, although some were
badly injured, then escaped to & life raft. They wers later picked up by
a PET rescus plané. Capt Cavoli reported that during the approximste one
hour und one-~half they were on the raft interaittent explosions continued
in the target area. The explosions wers followed by flames and Smoke,
indicating fuel stores going up. Two of the men wore hospitalized at #insch-
tafen but the other four returned tu base. Lt Gearge Sraun, ogopilot, gives
this account of tine actiont
"ie dropped two bombs in supply &rea at scuth end of target area.
Lt Hecox was hit over ths center of the target and siarted domn, his right
engine burning. We then flew into a column of szmoke and saw Lt fray, who
way on Lt Hocox's right wing, skid under us. I couldn‘t drop our bembe for
fear of hittinyg Lt Prey. Our right engine was hit then, and as Lt Frey
akidded out to our laft again I toggled out the remaining bozbs in China-
tomn area. 4a 800n &8 our engine was hit I reached fir the Lux system but
it had been removed. 43 soon a8 we left the shore our right, wheel foll
- out of the nacells and the rsur end of the nacelle burned off. ¥ hit the
®matar with the bomb bay open avd no flaps due to hydraulic failure when fire
burned nacelle and wheel fell out. If we had used flaps the right wing was
80 badly burned that the flap probably would have failed causing a spin.

We hit the watear with the right wheel wihich broke off and toek
right side of tail completely off. Plane skipped twice anct then thw nose
went under. Nose secticn collapsed and wuter rushed in. Sgt Isler opened
pilots escape hatch and I was first out. Capt Cavoli =as second. Sgt laler-
ducked under water in order to let Lt Lewis out between pilot and copilot
8eits. Syt Isler was last out of froat releasing the life raft as he left.
Sgt Murply wes in the turret when we bit the water, bhe turret went out the
bottom of ship with Wurphy in it. He escaped from turret under water, a8d Isley
assiated Capt Cavoli to relssse Syt Freeman who was trapped in the radio
corpartuent. e all got in tne ruaft ana started rowing. Plane staysd aflout
4z minutes. ie rowed due nortin using compass Capt Cavoli had in his pockst.
After about one-half hour we spoited & PBY which i&nded three times to pick
Up other crews. After one and one-half hours the PEY houded for home leaving
us there. Ths L9Gth Squadron Lad four planes circling ali this time and
Laj Coltharpe of the L3Otk circled once nore and spotted us; he called the
PEY which came back and picked us up.

“hile in the raft 5gt kurphy, although wounded and Bleeding about
the head and back assisted Lt Lewis who was also sdriously wounded to adizin-
ister first aid to Sgt Freeman and put a 8plint on his arm which had a com=
pound fracture. ¥%hile in ths raft a coastal gun fire on one of our wheels
floating & half mile away frou us, evidently mistaidag it for our raft. The
entire coast was ablaze and svery {ew minutes there was a large explosion
with large billows of flams anz black smoke. This continued for one and cne-
half hours until we were rescuec at 1255/L."

S. Lt Daman, who had landed his plane at Finschhafern be-
cause of damage, roturnsd to base with his crew in the- planes of Lt (0ibb and
Lt Frey who had also landed therw because of gas shortape. all the rest of
the planes returned safely to ba.e.

TE R SN LTS, WA . T
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Rarrative Report, FFO L6-C-1, continued.

(d) FPighter cover was good.
_ (e) Lt Doman's ship, Ko 592, received a jagged tear apprax three
fesl long in one wing. A/P turned over to service group at Finschhafen.
None of our other planes were damaged.

(f) capt Cavoli's entire crew of six, including himself, was in-
Jured. Two crew members, the navigatar and radioman, wers hospitalised at
Finschhafen and the remaining four members received treatuent here with Sgt
Murphy going to base hospital after examination by our Flight Surgeen.

L. Recomendations for awards will be made but the aspecific recommenda-
tions are being withbeld pending further study.

5. The attached tables, Appendix "A" give bombs dropped, amunition ex-
pended, ground opposition encountered and photographs taken. Appendix "Bn .
shows bamb hits and Appendix sCw gives the approach and withirawal from the
mg.to

6. The following sightings ware reportad: A possible Fox Tare Baksr
one-third mile narth of Main wharf approxisately 150 yards offshore; a fire
approximataly one mils scuthwest of the northwest end of the drome; five
tloatplamsdrunuponbnchjn-tbolwthsamtotnm, ons of
which was buraning fiercely; 4 larges fuel-type fire just west of the north-
west end of the strip; & possible Sugar Charlie tled up at Saunders jetty;

wharf and Saunders Jetty; one unideniified plane crashed and exploded in
Chinatown and one skggle engins, unidentified plane crashed and blew up just
offlhm_'o from Kabien village south of Kavieng.

7. Photographs show several largs fires, the target covered with dense -
smoke, and one bomb burst in the mater. Numerous supplies, installations and
smiil boats are shown along ths shora. .

For the Sguadron Commander:

CLYDE C. CARTER
» I8%7LY; .Adr Carps
Las't Intelligence Officer
3 = Incls .
Inel 1 ~ Appendix "av
Incl 2 - Appendix "gv
Incl 3 =~ Appendix wCn
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Rarrative Report, F¥O Lé=C-1 continued.

_ BOMBING TABLE
A/P KO. OF BOMBS W@EIOHT TYPE "DELAY YARGET LN WATBR _ SALVORD
0S5 5 500 1b Demo 8/11 moud 5
151 5 " " 5
068 5 " " ] 5
237 5 " # » S
059 5 " " " 5
oh8 ’ n " ] 3 1 1
531 S " " » 5
592 S " " " 2 3
051 . . " L les _
TOTAL hf ~ 500 1b Demo U711 second 39 2 1 3

# Foll just short of 500th 5qdn specific target.

. wnFell slightly north of 500th Sqdn specific target. :

Note: It isn't known whether Capt Hochslla (31L) and Lt Hecox (992),bcthct
whow went down, dropped all their bombs an the target or note. :

STRAFINO TABLE
50 GALIBRE <30 CALIBRE
A/P ROUNDS CARR'D EXPENDED MALFUNCTIONS ROUNDS CARR'D EXENDED BALFUKCT.
Ti, 000 2,050  URS, UARN &, 000 L0

" 161 §,000 2,200  LIN, URN k4,000 koo

068 14,000 2,350 Ul 1,000 1,100

237 k,000 1,700 LIy 4,000 500

059 1,000 2,850 4,000 300

oL 4,000 1,200 . 44,000 400

S31 k,000 2,000 (Eatiauts) 4,000 500 és-nuu)
051 k4,000 1,850  LIN, LIS 4,000 ——

TOTAL 36,000 18,00 8 36,000 3,90

- GROUND OPPGSITICK

A/P ThNS Cal CLURATE T £ OF B

055 Slight Light No 50=2001

161 tlight Light ¥o 50-150+

068 Moderate Light=heavy Mo 50-200"

237 Slight Light=heavy No 50=200°

059 Slight Light No 50-200"

oL8 Moderate Light-msdium Ko 50=300"

531 Intense Light=heavy Yes . 50=5001

$92 Intense Light~heavy Yes 50=4001

051 Slight Light No 50200

PHOTOGRAPHS

A/P TIME TOCALITY TYPE  EXPUSURES  REMARKS
055 1i20/L~-1125/L Target k-2l 30 .

161 n " " 30

314 * " u Plane lost at target.
531 " ' " X-20 Plame lost at target.
592 " " . X-21 No results

TOTAL 1120/1-1125/L Target K=l &0

CONRIDENTIAL APPENDIX "A®



TAPE SN SAT

/
%
!
!

FFO L6-c-1 15 Februapy,- 19k}
500th Bomb Sq., BhSth-Bomthroup‘~'
First over target at 50 to'150 £t -
Time over target: 1120/1 - 1125/1, "
: Crew obsv bombing efficiency §2 i -
o . #® Crew reports of bamb hits L2
. 7" Took photos = - - ey
T Other planes R
3~bombs salvoed off "th:i».s_“

Ref: Kav:':eng Township Mosaic
January 6, 194,
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2 1. Feley, CTc-Pild
Kemp, Incineer
Havwkee, Rad o Gunner
Alite, Cunner

&

Capt. anthony =. Chisppe s Tilot
2nd Lt. Jams L. Acams , Cc-Pild
Capt. James O. Ratterree, Bombardier
5/5gt Povert I, Zomith, Engineer
T/Sgt James F. Lusg

S/Cgt Phillip . Lecne

A/R C2T

lest Lte Joe Fo Armi
2nd Lt. Alvin C. Bo
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COPY
500" BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M) AAF
Office of the Operations Officer
APO 503
WIC/wpb

17 February, 1944
Subject: Personal Account of Crash of Airplane No. 41-30531
To : All Concerned

1. Tled the fourth flight in over the target just abreast and on the right of the third
flight, led by Lt. Hecox. After strafing at treetop level, I pulled up to about 100 feet for
bombing. Due to the thick black smoke over Chinatown (Kavieng), I was forced to go on
instrument flying while crossing the target. It was at this point that I felt my right engine
had been hit. I glanced at the manifold pressure; it had dropped down to zero. I
immediately tried to feather the right prop and, when it was almost feathered, it started up
all over again. I gave the good engine full power. Slipping the plane in a vain attempt to
put out the terrific fire that had started, I again attempted to feather the prop but to no
avail. The plane was losing altitude all the time and the fire had already melted away half
the right engine nacelle, the right flap and the whole right side of the fuselage. The right
wheel had dropped out of the nacelle and caught fire and I was unable to close the bomb
bay doors or drop any flaps because of hydraulic failure. The airspeed indicator went out
also, probably due to the heat. A crash landing was inevitable, so I prepared for it.

2. At the time, only the navigator, Lt. Lewis, the engineer, Sgt. Isler, and my
copilot, Lt. Braun, were in the forward part of the airplane. Everything happened so fast
that I was unable to contact my gunner, Sgt. Murphy, and the radioman, Sgt. Freeman,
who were in the rear of the ship, to tell them to prepare for a crash landing. However, I'm
sure they knew it was coming, because pieces of the right engine and right flap were
falling off and the heat inside the plane was terrific.

3. Ileveled off just a few feet above the water and kept holding it off in a tail-low
manner until the tail hit the water. As it hit, the right wheel snapped off and flew back
and broke off the right vertical stabilizer and rudder. We hit again, only this time a little
harder and with the whole underside of the fuselage. The plane skipped once more and
then made the final plunge nose first. The time was 1130/L.

4. The cockpit immediately filled with water. Sgt. Isler, the engineer, pulled the
escape hatch and then the life raft release. The copilot, then I, the engineer and the
navigator left in that order. We all climbed on the right wing and called for Sgt. Murphy
to come up there too; he was swimming on the left side of the plane. We then heard the
radioman yelling for help. He was pinned in near the rear escape hatch with his right arm
broken and his chute still on. The engineer and I rowed the life raft to a small window



and, afier removing his chute, we managed to pull the radioman through the small
opening.

5. We then picked up a few supplies, all got in the raft and rowed away just as the
plane sank. It had remained afloat, I believe, for about four and one half minutes. We
noticed that we were about three-fourths of a mile north of the tip of Kavieng. We
managed to row perhaps another mile further away from the shore and after
approximately an hour and a half we were spotted by a B-25 of the 498™ Squadron which
was circling the area looking for survivors. Major Coltharp, the pilot of this plane, called
for a Catalina and at 1255/ we were picked up.

IS/
WILLIAM J. CAVOLi
Captain, Air Corps
Flight Leader

Certified true copy:

WILLIAM J. CAVOLI
Colonel, USAF (Ret)

COPY
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIOENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (i)
3L5th Bombardment Group
APO 503 JCH/rpb

17 February 15LL

Subject: Harrative Repart on Mission FFO 47-C-1, Performed by 500th Bombard-
ment Squadron (M) February 16, 1Shli.

) : Commanding General, Fifth Air Forcs, APO 925.

l. GBENERAL
(a) 0Objective ,

Four squadrons from the 3L5th Group and thme from the 38th Group
were assigned to hit a reportedly fourteen ship convoy off the coast of New
Hanover. '

(b) Rendesvous :

The JL5th and 38th Groups assembled over Strip 7 at 1500 feet
and with the 3L5th leading proceeded to Sand Island where they rendesvoused
with the P-38 fighter cover at 2000 feet.

(c) Attack '

. A Sugar Able of at least 7000-tons and a submarine lying close
by were destroyed, andlmttemdnmgodinaainimalumdcatmw
eight B-25D-1's of this Squadron which unleashed 31 X 500 1b bombs at the
three vessels, scoring ten hits on the tanksr, at least two on the corvette
and several near misses on the sub. The larger vessel seemed to bs anchored
when sighted, but the small warship was maneuvering wildly tc escape the
blistering strafing and skip bombing assault. The attack brought the Ititchells
80 close that one pilot rsported seeing his tracers knock a white uniformed
man from one side of the corvetts across the deck to the other. As our planss
withdrew, the tanker was burning fiercely and was being rockdd by internal
explosions. The corvetts was amoking. Five bombs were dropped on buildings
and small boats along the shore of Selapiu Island but no results of the bomb
bursis were observed. Four baombs were dropped on Garove Island, the alternate
target, also with uncbserved results. The vessels and both islands were
thoroughly strafed.

(d) 1. There was no interception.
2., No Allied or enemy plane losses were repctbted.

2. The 50lat Squadron lsd the Group formation.. Capt Mortensen led our
Squadron which was composed as follows: :

A" FLIGHT "B" FLIGHT "Gt FLIGHT
055 - Capt Mortsnsen OL8 - Maj Hagest 161 - Capt Dougherty
051 - Lt Shirreffs 278 - Lt Davis 068 - Lt Geer
059 = Lt Latawiec 237 - Lt Pritzshall 430 = Lt Frey

Lt Shirreffs returned after reaching Borgen Bay due to fuel shortage.

3« Details of the mission
(a) Takeoff: UB1O0/L from Horanda, Strip No. L.
Rendezvous: uith P-38 cover over Sand Island at 2000 feet at

0950/L+



Narrative Report FFO L7-C-1 continued.

Attack: Shipping - 1055/L to 1105/L at 50/150 feet. (arove
Island - 1235/L to 1237/L at 50/100 feet.
Landing: Seven A/P's at 140S/L; one A/P at 1705/L.
(b) Route: Horanda - Dampier Strait - Sand Island - South coast of
Ne¥ Hanover - around eastern end of New Hanover - target. - -
Approach: Our planes made their approach directly toward the shore

in a scutheasterly heading.
Maneuver: We attacked the vessels in pairs as follows:

1st Flight Second Flight Third Flight Fourth Flight
Capt Kortensen Lt Latawisc kajor Hagest Capt Dougherty
Lt Fritzshall Lt Frey ' Lt Davis Lt Geer

(e) 1. Capt Mortensen led the Squadron around the eastern end of New
Banover, swung to the northeast and discovered two vessels in Three Island Har-
bor. The other three squadrons of the Group and the 38th Group went around the
west end of New Hanover and did not reach the shipping until we had leted
our attack, which was made in four elements of two Planes each at 1055/1 to
1105/L at mast height.

2. Several hits were scored on the first vessel, & tanker of a
probable 8500-tcns, which was lying off the eastern tip of King Island, and on
& corvetts or subchaser which was maneuvering viclently further in the harbar.
The tanker was rocking from internal explosions and burning fiercely, and the
corvette badly damaged, was in a dead position with its bow on a reéf near the.
eastern shore of the harbor as.our planes withdrew. Photographs substantiated
crew reparts to this extent. They also reveal a submarine off the starboard

1y have destroyed.

3. #hich of our planes deserve credit for the sinking aof the
tanker and the submarine and the damage to and reefing of the corvette has yet
to be determined. 4 conference of crew mezbers with further study of the photo-
graphs should enable some conclusion to be reached.

Le 4s our planes made their runs they strafed the vessels
thoroughly. Slight machine gun fire was coming from the tanker which caused
minor damage to two of our planes. Leaving Three Island Harbor our planes flew
Southeastarly beyond Kavieng looking for more shipping, turned to the north and
then started to return to base by passing between New Ireland and New Hanover.,
Maj Bagest and Lt Davis dropped three and two bombs respectively with uncbserved
results on buildings and small boats along the shore of Selapiu Island. Our
planes passed over Garove Island, the secondary target, and Capt Mortensen
dropped two bombs there and Lts Fritzahall and Frey each dropped one also with
unobserved resulis.

' S« When passing near Selapiu Island on the return to base Capt
Dougherty flew low over the north shore of the Island to investigate what he
thought was a life raft which might contain a crew of this squadron lost on the
previous day's mission. Two men were seen waving from the beach. They paddled
out a short ways in the raft to attract more attention, then returned to shore
to get at least three other men and the five paddied out. Capt Dougherty cir-
cled for an hour, dropped emergency ratiens and tried to call the PBY Rescue
Service. Failing tc contact them and running low on gas, he flew to Finschhafen
where he landed and reported this sighting.

-2 -
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Narrative Report, FFO L7-C-1 continued.

(d) FPighter cover was good.

(e) The right landing light was shot out and a hole made in the radio
compartment of Lt Frey's ship and a few small holes were made in Lt Latawiec's
plans. ‘ -

(£) Nona of our personnel wes injursd.

4. Recommendaticns for awards will be mde after credit for the destruction
of the vessels has been determined.

Se The attached tables, Appendix "A" give bombs dropped, ammunition expend-
ed, ground oppositicn and photos taken. Appendix "B* gives the positions of the
vessels and bembing runs on thea, and Appcndix "C* gives the routs to and from
the wg’tt

6. The following sightings were reported: White smoke from small fires
along the eastern shore of New Hanover on the approach to the target. Coastal
guns on northernmost tip of New Ireland were firing. One splash was observed
thres to four miles northeast of Papapal and three splashes approximately the
sans distance northwest of Nusa Island, thought to be shells from coastal guns;
no explosions followed.

7. Our photographs show the tanker a mass of flames with burning debris
floating nearty. Extremely near xisses are registered near a sub which was ly-
ing off the starboard quarter of the tanker with the conning tower and fare
deck plainly visible. Photos of the corvetts show the boat burning from bomb
hits and a hole immediately aft of the superstructure.

Por the Squadron Commander:

JOHN C. HANNA
3 -~ Incls Captain, Air Corps
Inecl 1 - Appendix "A® : . Intelligence Officer

Incl 2 - Appendix #pe
Incl 3 = Appendix ®C%

CORPTNODRENTTAT
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Narrative Report, FFO P=t continued.

Enemy tonnage destroyed:
1 Sugar Able 8,500 tons

Enemy tonnage probably destroyed:
1 Submarine 250 tons

Enemy tonnage damaged and reefed:
1 Iarge Corvette (Sub-chaser) 1,000 tons

CONFIDENTIAL
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BOMBING TABLE
A;;f;_—_‘—__'_rﬁ'p NO. m:;m’%;mW - OH TARGET ___ Mioors. "RETURNED
ib Democ L/5 ssoond 4 1
237 5 " " " : 3 2
059 5 " " " 1 N
h3° 5 0 " L] 3 2
OhB 5 ] " ] 5
273 S n n - h 1
161 5 " n ] 1 h
068 . 5 L] n [ 2 3
TOL L0 500 ib_Demo Ti/5 second 23 17
STRAFING TABLE
%% ROURDS CARR'D EXPENDED MALFUNCTIONS ROUNDS CARR'D EXPENDED MALFUNCTICHS
’m 2' m ,(X)O D —
237 4,000 2,300 UR3 & IRS §,000 800 ' ,
059 14,000 3,250 Uis 14,000 600
130 1,000 1,900 URN & IRS 4,000 500
0Oh8 4,000 2,000 IRS & IRN 1,000 N
2718 44,000 1,200  ULN, URS & IRS k4,000 ——
161 k4,000 2,000 ,000 2,500
068 1,000 2,000 UIS L ,000 600
!BEI ﬂnm n s‘m ﬂ E:m ;sw
A
P i CALIBRE ACC
Sugar er 1055/L On um No
237 §il
059 Sugar Baker " Slight Light Yes 50/150
430 " " Slight Light Yes :
ouB " " Few puffs  Medium No 200/300
278 " " Slight Light No $0/150
161 Nil
068 Nil
_ . PHOTOORAPBES _ I
A/P TOCALITY TLIE TIPE EXPOSURES RB¥ARKS
055 Three Island Hbr 1055/1~1105/L K-21 30
278 K=-21 K4l Blew fuse
161 n " K-21 30
TOTAL K=21 [&9)

APPENDIX "A®
CONFIDENTIAL '
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Narrative Report, FFO LB-P-1 continued.

(c) 1. Lt Latawiec led our four planes around the western end of .
New Hanover Island skirting well to the north before comdng in on the northern
shore in search of enemy shipping. In Three Island Harbor he spotted a small
freighter and mads a pass on it. He dropped his two 1000 lb'ers, L4/5 second
delay, on this run; one missed and one hit squarely amidships. Lt Latawiec
eircled for a secend attack, strafing, but seeing the vessel broken in’ two
and sinking, he veersd off. 4

2. Lt Shirreffs, flying to Lt Latawiec's right, was unable to
bomb the freighter without crowding him. He came around again to lins up on
4t and then saw further attack on the freighter was unnecessary. On this run
he sighted & medium sized sub, conning tower above water, and eircled once
mors to line up on ite His two 1000 1b bombs were relsased in quick succession,
one landing approximately 200 feet short, the other less than 50 feet from the
submarine. As he racked his plane up sharply Lt Shirreff's crew saw the sub
1ifted bodily above the surface whers, amidst violeni upheaval of the water,
it appeared to bounce & few times. At last glimpse & sheet of flame obscured
the vesssl. As a result of these ws claim destruction of the two vessels.

3. L§ James flew on the right wing of Lt Latawiec. He toggled
to releass a bomb on the freighter, but the first station although cocked was
not loaded. MNe went arocund for a second try, but like Lt Latawisc, saw fur-
ther attack unnecessary. Finding no other suitable targets during the search,
end thinking of the poor tax payers at home, he rsturned both bombs to base.

Le Lt Ames flying on Lt Shirreffsiright wing found no need to
attack either vessel, however, he dropped his bombs on villages by the South
New Hanover shore. No damage was observed.

S. Strafing attacks were made on the vessels, and the South
shore villages.

L. The full crews of the two planes which achieved the siniings ,'namely
the crews of Lts Latawiec and Sherriffs will be recommended for the award of
the Air Hﬂd‘lo .

5. The attached tables, Appendix "A" give bombs dropped, ammunition ex-
pended, A/A encountersd and photographs taken. Appendix "B gives the posi-
tion of tly vessels and the bombing run on them, and Appendix %C" gives the
route 15 €©i¢ from the target.

6. The only sighting reported was a large red house and corrugated
roofed girage at Bowi Village on the southwest coast of New Hanover.

7. Of two XK=-20 pictures the first (5-0-57) shows the Fax Tare Dog bro-
ken amtiships and already sinking. In a second photograph (5-0-60), taken
from ¢ greater distance, the vessel is mostly under water.

For the Squadron Commander:

3 -incls JOHN C. HANNA
Incl 1 - Appendix "a" Captain, Air Corps
Incl 2 - appendix "B" Intelligence Cfficer

Incl 3 - Appendix #C"

CORFIDENTIAL
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Narrative Report, FFO LB8-P-1 continued.

Enemy tonnage destroyed:

1 Fox Tare Dog (converted to tanker) 1,500 tons
1 Submarine . 250 tons
TOTAL TONNAGE DESTROYED 1,750 tons

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFPIDENTIAL 50-N-1

GFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE CFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (i)
345th Bomb Group (M) AAF
APO 503 JCH/rpb

20 February 1944

Subject: Narrative Report on Mission FFO 50-N-1, Performed by S00th Bombard—
ment Squadron (M) February 19, 1594L.

To : Commanding Oeneral, Fifth Air Force, APQ 925.

l. OENERAL
(a) objective
The 500th And S0lst Squadrons, each with six planes, wers assign-
ed to attack shipping along the southwest ccast of New Ireland.

(b) The two squadrons assembled over Strip 7 and with the 501st in
mmmmwmmm.wmvmumhsamm
cover at 14,30/L. S

’ (c) A 2,000~ton Sugar Baker, a 1,200-ton Sugar Charlie and & medium
wpmam,ammmwmufuigtht,hysoonmmm
& minimum altitude attack off the southwest shore of New Ireland by six B-25ts
of this Squadron. Stor”llcngth.ahurenreusoboubed,andtheresulting
black smoke was so danse that two A/P's had to go on instruments aomantarily
afterthcyltucksdmofthommun]yingmrby. The PC which had been
damaged by ocur bombs was seen to campletsly disintegrate under the attack of
another aquadron's plane before our planes could make a second run to finish
it off. All planes kspt their targsts under concentrated gunfire as.they
attackad.

(d) 1. There was no interception.

2. HNo Allied or enemy plane losses were reported.

2. The 500th Squadron was second in the two-squadron formation. Capt
Dougherty led our Squadron which was composed of two flights of three planes
&8 follows: ’

FIRST FLIGHT SECOND FLIGHP
4/P 161 - Capt Dougherty 4/P 059 - Lt Lataweic
A/P 430 = Lt James A/P 278 - Lt Geer
A/P 068 = Lt Ames A/P 237 - Lt Fritzshall

3. Details of the mission

(a) Takeoff: 1245/L from Horanda, Strip k.
Rendezvous: Rendesvoused with P-38 cover at Sand Island at 1430/L

as planned.
landing: 1700/L at Horanda, Strip .
(b) Route: Horsnda - Dampier Strait - Sand Island ~ target.
Approach: QOur planes made their first approach in a northeast-
erly direction and proceeded ncrthwest up the coast to cover the shipping.
Attack: HNew Ireland coast - 1540/1, to 1500/L at 50/150 feset.
kaneuver: QOur planes attacked in flights of two as followss

-l-
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Narrative Repert, FFO S0-N-l1 continued.

FIRST FLIGHT SECOND FLIGHT THIRD FLIGHT
- Capt Dougherty 059 - LY [ataweic U30 ~"Lt James
237 - Lt Fritashall 278 = Lt Geer 068 - Lt Ames

The approach and first pass were mads in this order but subsequently, as
the targets were sighted, most passes were made individ «

(¢) 1. capt Dougherty approached the New Ireland coast on a head~
ing of approximately 60° after leaving Sand Island. This brought hinm to the
vicinityofcapempoamlpntrolcrm“s sighted. He circled and came
in on his run dropping two bembs. Rs belisved both of them missed. Lt
Fritzshall, flying on Capt Dougherty's wing, also circled and attacked the
vessel dropping two bombs, both of which were near misses. Lt James then
mads & run dropping three bombs. Althoughhcdidnotchinawhiu, his

large explosion and the vessel disintegrated before they could reach it. They
gommlyucrﬁbedthesinnngtoaphmtrmthemhtxudrcnmatw
believed attacked right after them. Mdidnotuethiaphméropbmba
but presumed it dropped and scored.

2. Amrmpummﬂaumnpcaptnmghcrtynnt
turthcrdmthocmttothcvieiuitvotnﬁurimHarbcrwheroamdim'

3¢ Flying nordhwestward along the coast ocur planes encountered
& Sugar Charlie lying just off small Uon Island. Capt D herty went over and
strafed the vessel. Lt Ames made a run on it and dropped bombg, claims
ons hit. Lt Fritsshall dropped thres bombs at it, all misses. Lt Lataweic
with Lt Geer on his right wing then came in on the vessel and dropped one
boxmb which missed. Lt Geer dropped four bomba; one bamb dropped short and

right to score & hite Lt James made a run on this ship dropping two boumbs
which missed. Lt Lataweic circled for another try, dropped a bomb and hit
the vessel. A large explosion and fire followed and we claim this vessel as
destrayed. It has been reported that some of the P=38's saw Lt Lataweic's
hit and subsequent explosion and that they reported the vesssl sunk.

L. Some of the bombs that wers first dirscted at the Sugar
Charlie hit stores on the shore as large fires with much black smoke result-
ed. On the successive passes the pilots had to fly on instruments through
this smoke. One crew claimed to have obaerved A/A from the shore nearby and
believed it was silenced by the same bambing.

S. 1In Qazelle Channel between Baudissin and Dyaul Islands as
our planes continued their search northwesterly along the coast they came up~
on four vessels. First sighted was a patrol craft, moving on a coassecff east
scutheast. A little further along a Fox Tare Dog and a Sugar Baker were pro-
ceeding westerly. Somewhat ahead of them was another patrol craft. Capt
Dougherty made a pass at the first patrol craft and the Sugar Baker dropping
a bomb at.sach on this run; both missed. Lt Ames dttacked the two freighters
dropping & bombson the Sugar Baker which—sruored and two bombs on the Fax Tare
Dog which missed; ons of which was a near miss. Coming around again Capt
Dougherty lined up on the Sugar Baker and with his one remaining bomb scored a
hit just forward of the ship's stack. The; wers the last to attack this vessel
and as their plane withdraw the crew members saw the ship sink.

-2 -



Narrative Report, FFO 50-li-l continued.

L, The full crews of the two planes which achieved the sinkinga, namely
the crews of Lt Lataweic and Capt Dougherty, will be recommended for the a-
ward of the Air Medal. '

5. The attached tables, APPendix "A", give bembs dropped, ammuniticn o«x- -
pended, A/A encountered and photogrephs taken. Appendix "B" gives the posi- -
tions of the vessels and the bombing run on them, and Appendix "C" gives the
route to and from the target.

6. The following aightings were reported: The patrol craft at Cape Lu-
pos was seen to complstely disintegrate from a beab hit subsequent %o our
last passj credited to 50lst Squadron. A total of four vessels were in Ga-
zelle Channel, namely two patrol craft on reciprocal courses along the coast,
& Suger Baker which we sank and & Fox Tare Dog. One crew repobted six/eight
unidentified merchant vessels deep in Balgai Bay. A possible radio or redar
station was aighted on the shore of Katherine Harbor.

7« The Sugar Baker sunk by this Squadron was reported as a Fox Tare
(Stack Aft) in our final mission reporte Photographs and further interrogation
clearly reveal that the vessel was & Sugar Baker, approximate tonnage, 2000,

8. (a) Photographs illustrate Capt Dougherty's attack on vessels in
Gaselle Channel. K«21 photographs 1-0-7, 1l=0-10 and 160-11, taken by Capt
Dougherty's plane (161) show hia attack on the Patrol Craft (PC). The vessel
maneuvers, and one bomb misses off the port quarter. Photographs 1-0-17, 10=
18, 1=0-21, 1-0-22, 1-0-28 show his first attack on the Freighter (sB)+ BRe
crossed the vessel amidships, port to starboard on a diagonal course, dropping
one bomb which was shart. Strafing pattern shows in the watar about the ship.
Two bombs, probably those of Lt Ames, dropped cne short and astern, andone
over. Unfortunatsly Capt Dougherty's camera ran out before his seccond pass.

A K=20 photograph 5-0-122 taken from A/P 430 shows not only the same bursts as
1-0-22, but there also can be seen the planes (Lt Ames and Capt Dougherty)
circling to their right after the attack.

(b) X-20 photographs 5-0-111, 113, 116 show Lt James' attack on the
patrol craft at Cape Lupos. 5-0-117 taken while circling for another pass
shows only debris where the patrol craft had been.

(¢) K=-20 photographs 5-0-118 shows dense smoke probably from supplies
hit when bombs aimed at the Sugar Charlie by Uon Island skipped into shore.
5-0-120 and 121 show bombs dropped by Lt James, A/P L30, when on his next run.

(d) X=-21 photographs 2-0-52 and 53 from Lt Geer's plane (27€) show
only the dense smoke by the shore of Uon Island as he attacked the Sugar
Charlie lying theree. :

For the Squadron Comménders

JOHN C. HANNA
Capsain, Air Corps
3 -~ Incls Intelligence Officer
Incl 1 - Appendix "A"
Incl 2 - Appendix "B®
Incl 3 - Appendix WC®



. Narrative Report, FFO 50-N-1 continued

ENEMY SHIPPING DESTROYED:

1 - Sugar Baker (Freighter) 2,000 tons
1 - Sugar Charlie (Freighter) 1,200 tons
1 - Medium barge : 20 tons
TOTAL DESTROYED .
3,220 tons
ENEMY SHIPPING DAMAGED:
1 - Patrol Craft 170 tons
1 - Fox Tare Dog 1,200 tons
TOTAL DAMNAGED 1,370 tons

CONFIDENTIAL
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Narrative Report, FFQO SO-¥-1l, continued.

BOMBING TABLE _
A/P HRO. BOMBS WEIGHT TIPE _ DEIAY _ ON TARGET MISOES RETURNED
161 [ 500 1b Demo L/S sec. 1 b
h30 g " n " 1 h
068 5 L] " ] 3 2
059 5 " " " 2 3
278 4 " " " 1 L
237 5 R " " 2 3
TOTAL 30 500 1o Demo L/5 second 10 20

STRAFING TABLE

<50 CALIBRE <30 GALIBRE

A/P ROUNDS CARR'D EXPENDED MALFUNCTIONS ROUNDS CARR'D EXPENDED MALFUNCT
161 k,000 2,675 URS & URN 4,000 2,000 '
h30 11,000 2,000 4,000
068 4,000 3,400 : 4,000 1,000
059 k4,000 1,850 ULS, UIN & LIN 4,000 300

237 14,000 2,850 IRN & IBRS .
ToIRL 25 00 BT — malfanciiens 2 000 350

161 Slight Medium No Hitting water F1B

h30 Slight Light No 50/150¢ Vessels
068 Slight Light-medium Yes 50/150¢ Yessels
059 Slight Light ¥o 50/1501 Vessels
278 Slight Medium No 50/200¢ - Vessels
237 __Noderate Light Yes 100! Vessels
TOTAL Siight-moderate I~¥ No-yes D0/2007 Vessels

PHOTOGRAPES
r/P MEL TY TIME _TYPE EXPOSURES REMARKS
161 Target 10G0/L - 1600/L  K-2l 30
L30 LA " K-20 15
068 " n K-21 30
278 L " K-21 30
TOTAL 105

APPENDIX "A®
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron (i)
345th Bombardment Group
APO 503 JCH/xpb

22 Pebruary, 194l

Subject: Narrative Report on Mission FFO 52-P-1, Performed by 500th Bomb-
ardment Squadron February 21, 1SLL.

To ¢ Commanding General, Fifth Air Porce. APO 925.

l. GENERAL
(a) Objective _

The 500th and 501st Bomb Squadrons in conjunction with the
38th Bomb Group were assigned to attack a convay off the western shore of
New Hanover. :

(b) Rendesvous

The bomber force was to rendesvous with P-38 fighter cover at
Sand Island, but due to adverse wsather the fighters were ordered to return
to bass and the strafers proceedsd to the target alons. The 38th Bomb Group
also failed to complete the mission so cnly our two squadrons hit the con-
VOY e

(e) Attack

A five ship convoy sighted approximately f£ifty miles northwest
of New Hanover Island on & westerly course was attacked by six B-25D-1l's of
this Squadron. A freighter-transport of approximately 4,000-tons was left
burning fiercely as a result of our strafing and bombing attack. A small
freighter of approximately 1,500 tons and a patrol oraft were hit and
damaged, and another patrol craft, or possible destroyer, was severely
strafed as our planes made repeated passes on the vessels.

(d) 1. There was no interception.

2. Te lost one A/P enroute to base, cause unknown, but the

crew has been picked up. However, they have not yet returned to base.

2. The 500th led the two squadron formation. Lt James did an ex-
cellent job of leading our squadron which was camposed as follows:

FIRST FLIGHT SECOND PLIGHT
A/P 430 - Lt James A/P 048 = Lt Shirreffs
A/P 051 - Lt Mitchell A/P 055 - Lt Daman
4/P 237 = Lt Fritashall A/P 061 - Lt Davis

Lt Latawiec, A/P 059, returned to base from the Dampier Strait due to instru-
ment trouble. He was scheduled to 1lsad the Squadron anc Lt James took over
after Lt Latawiec broke formation to return to base.

3« Detaila of the mission
(&) Takeoff: 1202/L from Horanda, No L.
Kendssvous: Fighter cover not seen.
Attack: 1LLO/L to 1515/L at 50/150 feet.
Landing: 1750/L at Horanda, No L.
(b) Routes Horanda - Dampier Strait - Sand Island - target.

-1 -
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Narrative Report, FFO 52-p-1 continued.

Approach: Our A/P's made their approach on a southwesterly

heading.
¥aneuver: e altacked e vessels 1a paire co fodlows:
FIRST FLIGHT SECORD FLIGHT THIRD FLIGHT
4/P 430 - Lt James 4/P 237 - Lt Fritushall  4/P OL8 - Lt Shirreffs
A/P 051 - Lt Mitchell 4/P 061 - Lt Davis A/ G55 = Lt Doman
() Aatiwack

I. Lt James lad the two squadrons through adverse weather to
reach the vicinity in which the cenvoy had been reported. Above and west
of New Hanover the convoy was spotted. It was seen to be composed of five
vessals, a Li000-ton freighter-transport, a 1500 ton freighter, a possible
travler or wine layer, & patrol crafi and a much larger patrol craft or
posaible destroyer. Lt Jamss led the formation on a wids sweep around and
ahead of the convqgy, & sweep which pulled the destrgyer off to ones side,
and then coming in closer the shipa broke up to make passes in pairs and
individually. Lt James selacted the pcssible destroyer and dropped thrse
bomba at it. Two ware short and one was over as the ship meneuvered ably.
again circling the cenvoy Lt Jaues attacked the patrol craft which had
proceseded to the rear of the convoy. 7Two bombs which he dropped missed.

2. Lt ¥itchell mads hls first attack on the patrol craft at
the rear of the convoy, dropping one bomb which scored. Ile then circled
weil to the rear af the convoy and coming irn on it again selected the large
freighter iransport &s his target. Concentrated strafin: as he came in
caused an expleosion on the stern of the wessal. Then in gquick succession
kis copilot, It Francis, toggled aut four bombs. The crew reparted that two
cf tiie boubhs hii {tue vessel and as 1t %itChell circled again ahead of the
couvdy luey vussrved the vessel tc be burning fiercely.

3. Lt TFritzsnall swepi wide zround the convoy following Lt
Jawes? elezant and llniang up or the patrol craft at the rear of' the conveoy
he dropped cnu bomp which hit ths vessel. ¥¢ vren went after the possible
cestroyer which hau pu¢.ad away to the right o1 the convoy. In three
attacks aaainst the ship Lt rritzshall dropped three bombg but none scored.
however, ne subjected the ship to & blistering strafing which chased the
personnel to cover. BEreaking away fror the destroyer Lt Fritzshall made a
didgonel attack ou the large freighter transport coming in on the starboard
side. [iis last ressining bomb found its mark amidshlips and & heavy ex-
piosion, which was followed by red flame and white s:ncke, resulted.

Le Lt Davis flew on Lt Fritashall's wing., He failed to re-
turn {rem the mission but word has been received thut the crew is safae.

S« Lt Shirreffs led the lust element of two plenss. His
first attack was wace on tha 1500-ton freighter. Taree bombts were dropped,
one near niss scored. (ircling and feinting ano+her pass at the vessel,

Lt Shirreffs then swung away and wmade his run or the patrol craft tailing
the convoy. He dropped two bombs, one missed and one hit the vessel break-
ing up the superstructure and causing ruch flyin;; debris.

6. Lt Doman, on Lt Sherriffat wing dropped three bombs at
the small freighter, one short, one wver and one hite. 2s the vessel appear-
ed damaged Lt {oman made his secona run on the patrol cralt at the rear of

the convoy. Two bombs were dropped but missed,.

- e o s o e ma o we e



Narrative Report FFO 52-P-1 continued.

(d) Ho fighter cover was sighted.

(e) ill of our 4/P's were damaged in varying degrees. Three
cylinders on Lt Fritzshall's plane's right engine were knocked out ana a
bullet pierced a cylinder on the left ngood" engine. The plane of Lt
Litchell received a large jagged cut in the right wing and several ¥/G
holes in the fusslage and wing. The ships flomn by Lts Janes, -Shirrelfs
and Doman each received several small calibre bullet holes in tne fuselage
and vingse. : _
(f) Sgt Dumn, the radioman on Lt Mitchell's crew, was hit io the
right arm by small calibre fire and was hospitalized at Finschhafen.

L. The award of the Distinguished Flying Cross to Lt william i.
James i3 recomended. The crews were enthusiastic over his brilliant lead-
ership of the two squadrons, pointing out that although extremsly adverse
weether caused the fighters and &n accompanying bombardment group to turn
back, Lt Janes not only picked a course through the weather but arriving
off Hew Hanover, managed to find the convoy just before a stora would have
hidden it from view. By his tactics Lt James drew the destroyer awiy from
the convoy and then selected it as his target. This despite the fact that
the destroyer was clearly the most heavily armed vessel in the convoy and
wes throwing up a lot of 4/A fire. By coincidence this was Lt James'
fiftieth mission, and he took leadership of the aqusdrons only bscause the
appointad leader had to turn back.

5. The attached tables, Appendix “A"‘give bombs dropped, amsmunition
expended, 4/A fire and photos taken. Appendix "E", & sketch, shows the
positions of the vessels attacked and ihe approach anc withdrawal from the
target.

€. Sightings: The convoy attacked consisted of one possible destroy-
er leading to starboard, one freighter transpcrt ol 4,000 tons foliowed by
& 1,500-ton freighter astern and to port ana the possible minelayer and
the patrol craft protecting the left flank. & probable camp area in Nong=-
bolo Plantation was sighted on the northeast shore of tew Banover; & Jetty
was nearby with a fishing smack at the end. ‘

7. Nc photographs taken by this Squadron have veen received a4t the
tise of filing this report.

For the Squadron Commander:
duiit Lo HANLA
Captain, Alir corps
2 - Ircls Tatelligence Cfficer
Incl 1 - Appendix PAM
Inel 2 - Appendix nin
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BOMBING TABLE
A/P NO. Blibo WELGHT TIPE  DHELAY ON TARGET  NEAR MISSES  WISGES
439 S 500 1 Demo 4/ 8ec. 'S
051 5 " L] t 3 2
237 5 " " H 2 3
061 5 u " » Has not returnsd to base
OLo6 s " n “ 1l 1 3
055 5 " n " 1 b
TCIAL 30 500 1b Demo L/5 sed. — 7 1 17
STRAFING TABLE
<50 CALIBRE <30 CALIBRE
A/P ROUNDS CARK'D EXPND MALFUNCTIONS ROUNDS CARR'D EXPND MALFUNCTIONS
L30 k4,000 1,600 L ,000 600
051 )y, 000 1,250 URS k4,000 —
237 k4,000 1,600 4,000 Loo
048 4,000 1,750 LRS 4,000 - 1,400
055 h,(m 1,850 h,OOO ————
TOTAL 20,000 8,050 2 fcgow igmoo
A/A
A/P  INTELSITY CALIBRE ACCURATE?  ALTITUDE  WUBRR
L30 Medium Light-medium Yes 507250 f1  Convoy
051 Medium Light-medium Yes S0/150 £t "
237 Medigm Light~medium Yes 50/150 £t "
o8 redium Light-medium Yes 50/150 £4 "
055  uedium Light-nedium Yes 50/150 £t n
_SUMHATICN Hoderate  Light-medium Yes C0/250 £t Convay
_ PHOTOGRAPHS '
A/P TOCALITY TINE “TYE ELPOSURES  REBARKS
130 02155 - 149uOE 1LhQ/L=1515/1 K~20 25
055 " " K-21 30
TOTal 02165 = LLUOLOE JLLO/L=1515/L K—-20 & K=ei 51
APPERDIX ®RA®
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Narrative Report, FFO 52-p-1

SHIPPING CLAIMEL PROBABLY LESTROYED
1l - Freighter-transport
1l - Patrol craft

' TCTAL

SHIPPING CLaIMED DAMAGED
1 - Freightar-transport
1 ~ Patrol craft or possible minelayer
1 - Destroyer
TOTAL

1,000 tons
170 tons
L,170 tons

1,500 tons

500 tons
1,200 tons
3,200 tons
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UOFFPICE OF THZ INTSLLIGENCE OFFICSER
~ 500th Soxbardsent Sysadron (é)
345th Bombardment Greup
AFC 713 JC/eph

ey revruary, ivhh

Subjuct: Gupplementary Heport, Kission FFO 52-p-l, Performed by SU0th Somb-
' arauent Squadron (2) Februsry 21, 19LL.

10 1+ (ommanding Ceneral, Fifth Air Force. 4P0 $25.

Baged on interropatiien of Lt pavis, pillot, ane %S¢t Shinn, radioguwmer,
w10 crashed retiuning frem the mission and only today rejoined their unit, the
folliowing amendaente to original repart dated 22 February 22 are submitted:

3¢ (e) Ls Lt Davis flyin: on It Pritzshall's wing also droppsd one
bomb on the patral craft at the rear of the convay. He confirms that the
vesgel was hit but cannot say wheiher it was Lt Pritsshall's bomb or his om.
48 Lt Pritashall pulled away to the right to attack the escort vessel ahead
of the convoy, Lt Davis went &fter the lacper frelghter transport. He was
the first of the Group to attack this vessel. Four bombs weare toggled cut;
two hits ware scored, one doubtless as the result of skipping, and two bozbas
over. An explosion and fire with heavy smoke followed. Defore leaving the vi-
einity of ihe coavoy and after the various attacks by plianes of the striking
force, Lt Davis saw the freighter transpcort burning fiercely and listing to
port. after bombing the freightar trargport Lt Davis broke to his left and
fiying iow over tiw escort vessel on the left {lank of the convay he subject-
ed 1t to & heavy strafing., He nas scrsened by the water of & bad fram &
plane ahead of him but &3 he passsd the vessel much zéchine gun fire was re-
celived comin; etraight np and it 13 believed that thia fire inflicted the
damage winich subsequently downed the airplane.

e R R % R OE w

31 (e) tirplare 061 received numercus small holsz, & lurpe hols the
size of & foorball in the right rudder and & gash about eignteen inches long
in the right wing. I8 instrumentos were out shorily after the atiack on the
convoy. Yhea about thirty miles south of Pinschhafen, the laft sngine guit
and being unable to feather tha propellor he mals a water landing at 1720/1,
21 Yebruary.

(£} L% Blaks, copilo$, received ainor wounds when the radie bax a-
lon; side his position was hit by enssy fire. 4ll crow members were bruised
and siaken up by the water landing.

ke The esard of the Purple Heart and other appropriate decorations will
be recomaendded for the crew umembers, Lt Davis for the skillful mamer in
which he achieved the landing, the others for the hercisn and rescurcefulnsas
diaplayed in huiping one ancther after erashing.

SZBARKS: LY Lavis and his crew, afiter approximately ninetesn hours In two
small life rafis, wore picked up from positian 07255-1L8Ch: at 1215/L on the
22nd of February by Hias Paluma. A% 1230/L they were tranafarred to US Havy
vesael APC 22 which took them to (ape Sudest whesnce they wars taken by ambu-
lance to Douodura where they were hospitalized.

-7
1 Inel JUBR €. CANEA

-1 - Jnmin, Alr Ccrpa, S=2.
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LS 20 i e 1 vt s s, oty o i
1800 X .50 calibre and kOO X 30 calibre amcunition expended.

A/& wus reported as mederats, light to medimm, acgurate at A/P lavel.

Bo rhotographs were takan by this plane.

APPENDIX “A®
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o | . COHNFIDENTIAL 53-K-1

R = JATFER YH

. OFFICE OF THE INTELLIOENCE OFFICER

500th Bombardment, Squadron (M)
3L5th Bombardment Oroup
AP 503 JCH /rpb

22 February, 1Skl

Subject: Harrative Report o m.uion !'?0 $3-%-1, Parformed by SCOth Bombe
ardment Sguadron (M) Pebruary 22, 1SLL.

To s Commanding General, FEfth Air Porce. APO 925.

l. QENEGAL
(a) Objective
Four squadrons of the 3L5th Group and one squadron from the
36th group were assigned to attack Xomote Drome. The alternate target ws
Ibold Plantation in the Rein Bay area. . :

. (b) The 3LSth Group and the one squadron of the 38th Group s
assezbled at 1500 reet over Strip 7 and with the L99th Squadron leading
procesded to Lakar Isisnd whers rendesvous with the fighters was scheduled
to be effectad. }o fightars wers sighted and the bomber force went on &~
lone.

(¢). Iboki Plantation at Rein Bay on the Northern shore of New Bri-
tain was bonbed and a {ire started by thres B-25D-1's of this asquadron in
& modium altituds attack. The primary target, #omote Droms in the Adnirelty
islands, wes net reached because ol weather, and sur planes turned back
norih of Sakar Island to etiack the alternate target. One of our foure
plane formation which went over the target returned his boxbs tc bese bew
cause of rack walfunction. No enemy opposition in any form was encountered.

{d> 1. There mus no interception.

2. Yo Allied or enemy plane losses wars reported.

2. The 500th Squadron was gecond in the Group formation. Lt Latawisc
lad our four planes wiaich flew in a diamond formation; the pilots and planes
partdcipating were us follows:

/P 6684 - Lt latawiec
A/P 278 - Lt Gesr 4/P 055 - Lt Witchell
A/P 601 - Lt Frey

J. letails of the mission
(a) Takeoff: O830/L from Horanda, Ho. L.
Remxiesvous: Fighters not seen at rendesvous point.
Landings 12L45/L at Horanda, Yo L.
(e} Routs: jioranda - sampier Strait - Sakar - 65 miles north of
Sakar - alternats target.
Approach: Our planes approached on a northeasterly heading.
Attack: 1120/], at 7500 feet.
vansuver: In a flight of four in diaxzonz formation. .
(c). Plying in o diamend forzatien, Lt Latawiec led our four planes
northward to Sakar Island to make rendesvous with the fightars. it 1020/L,
about 65 miles north of this island, bad weather caused our planes to turn

CCHNFIDEHNTIAL
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Narrative Repert, FFO 53-F~1 contimied.

back and strike the altarnate target, supplies and personnel, at Iboki
Plantation. Our planes mads their attack at 1120/1 at 7500 faat on a northe
austarly heading. All bomhardisrs dropped on Lt Muller, the lead bombardier,
and all five 500 pound bosmte from each of the first three planocs burst in
the target. 7The bombs in Lt Frey's plane, flying in mumbar four pesitian,
failed to relsase and were retauned to base. A fire was observed sending up
black smoks frow the tip of the Plantation extending cut into Rein Bay. No
other resulis were observed from the bomb tarats. All planes roturned safely.

L. Fo awards are recamended.

S. kil sightings wers raportad.

6. Phetographs bave not been received at tho time of this report.

For the Squadron Cowwnder:
JOHI C. BAMA
Captain, Air Corp
3 ~ Incls Intalligence Officer
Incl 1 - Appendix 54, '

Incl 2 - Appendix “B¢
Incl 3 - Appendix "B*®

COHFIDERTIAL
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Narrative Report, FFPO 53-g-1

. : BOMBING TARIKS

A/ P NG. BOUBS REIGHT TYPRE DEIAY ON TARQE? RETURNID SALVCED
684 s 500 1b Demo  Inst. ’ 5

059 g " " » 5

o 3 " . . > Bl

) Rack
[y T Xz 2 ——

R4 azmunition sxpended excopt for test firing of ﬁmt guns.
No A/ encountarsd.

PHOTGGRAPHS
x/P ~ SILE ICCALITY " TVig BAPCSURES REVARKS

TN 1220/1L Iboki Ptn, Rein Bay  K-21
[ ] .

X _
278 x-21 30
@ EZL EE Ptn, Rein Day k-1 &

APPENDIX ua#
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N SRR W
QFFICE CF THE INTELLIUGENCE OFFICER
500th Bombardment Squadron ()
345th Bombardment Group
APO 713 Unit 1 JCH/rpb

28 Febtruary, 19LL

Subject: Narrative Report on Mission FPO 58-H, Performed by Eight Planes of
the 500th Bomb Squadron, February 27, 1SLL.
Objective: CORDCR STRIP and Dispersal Areas.

To t COMMANDING GENERAL, Fifth Air Force, APO 925.

1. QENERAL

(a) Three squadrons of nine planes sach of the 3L5th Bomb Oroup
were ardared to render NUBIA and CONDOR STRIPS in the HANSA BAY AREA unser-
viceable by an attack February 27 from 8000 feet with an individual plane
load of five 500 pound demolition bombs, instantanecus fuse.

(b) The Group formation assembled enroute to GUSAP picking wp their
P=47 fighter cover at the saze time.

(c) CONDOR STRIP was blasted unserviceable and the dispersal areas
were bombed in a medium altitude attack February 27 by eight B-25's of our
Squadron which dropped ten tons of demolition bombs. The bombs were seen to
start to burast at the southwest corner of the strip and pockmark diagenally
across the southern half of the strip into the northeastern dispersal area.
Considerable i/ was encountered, but all of the planes returned safely.

: (d) 1. Thers was nil interception.
2. Kil Allied or enemy planes losses were repcrted.

(e) Take-off: Fram STRIP KO. 4 at 1L21/1 to 142L/L.

Rendszvous: The Oroup and fighters assembled shortly after take-
off enroute to QUSAP.
Attack: CONDOR STRIP at 1536/L at 8000 feet.
landing: STRI? NO. b at NADZAE at 1651/L to 1655/L.
(f) Route: NLLUZAB - GUSAP - DUMPU - RAMU VALLEY - TARGET.

2. AIRPLANES CF THE S00TH SQUAURON IN THE ATTACK

Capt Keith E. Dougherty was Group Commander of the mission. Our
Squadron, leading the Group formaticn, was led by Capt Dougherty and was com-
posed as f{ollows:

FIRST FLIGHT SECCHL FLIGHT THIRD FLIGHT
A/P 597 - Capt Dougherty 4/P 601 - Lt Davis A/P 66L - Lt Ceer
A/P 60l - Lt uitchell A/F OTh = Lt Doman A/P 060 = Lt Fritzshall

A/P 099 - Lt Shirreffs A/P 06l - Lt Finnegan

Lt Latawiec, A/P O7(, scheduled to fly the number three position in the third
flight, damaged & wingtip while taxiing out of the revetment and did not take
off.

3¢ DLTRILY OF THe HISSION
(&) 1. Capt Dougherty led our Squadron in flights of three, three

-1 -
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Barrative Report, FFC 58« continued.

and tno planes nosrtheaslecly ueross the tarpet at 8000 fuet. 1t Sitchell
and Lt Shirrerfs, flying on Capt Tougherty's right and leff wing regapective-~
17, dropped their bombs an the lead bombardisr. Li Tavis' flight, fallowing
ciosely benind ihe lead flight, alse droppsd on Capt bougherty's bozbardiar,
It Hurt. Crews of 21l six planes saw their bombe start to burst at the
souulnest cornar of the strip amd extend diagonally across into the north-
exziors difpursal Ares.

2. Lu Zeer, th Lt Pritsshall on his right wing, made his
run a short aigtancs hehind the T4rst six planas. 14 *ritaghall dropped on
Ll nedison Wi wa3d (i Geer!'s boubardisr., and both erews sax thelr bombs ex-
ploae in tre sawe aréa coveral by the first twe flishts. Tha planas zroke
amey 10 thelir left and after rallying with the Group returned dirsctly to
base.

(b)  r/A wasdescribed 23 mediunm, slisght 45 moderate, inaccurate,
on and telow the lavel ¢f owr planes comin: from knusn positions in the
Hag&h BaAY Ahnde. '

(¢} Flghter cover was provided by ons squadron of P~h7's and crews
reported it tu be sEcsllant.

{d} 1. tone of our aireraft wers denmaged.

2. Thare was nil lntercepticn) no enemy nlaus losses repoerted.
There wefe nil injuriss {6 pecsonusl of 4his Syuadron on this
midsion.

Lo i rdlaionn 2O A-AS

Yo amErds are rocompnended.

i 4 vTasy g T
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(©,  Appendia UM shows route to sivi fros tar.che
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rZies Wore de2n in e SOulnhwasl LOrLar o6 e Lel in the tricage
Arsd GLovs Ilili JLaRIATIUN. Two lugsers wace cbaerved in wis 247 vetwaen
el vIll als ani hosR PULKT. Levaral oarges sere Trepurted near the Jjetty
arsasl .

ETnTIiH

. Whei Ly Tow 8€CLId &kl sevanli, planes in ocur squacron
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Karrative Repart, F¥C SU-H continued.

BOMBIRG TAHLE
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A/P §U. buois  ARIGAT  TIPh  UALLY ON ThiLor SaLVUEL  RETURKED
557 [ 58C 1p Denmo Inst. 5
6(}[1 S " 1 ) '>
0y 5 A 5
6Ol 5 ” o 5‘
UL 5 " B 5
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6&'1 5 i [ ] :
060 Y " n # [
POTRL LO A0 1h Dewso Inst. 1o
Hil aumenition snpeoced except for tegi-firing turret funs.
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oo CuRiXE STRIP 153l 1~1537/L j 30
c{,h W n "

ilal

LihoUh UHLP

T53a7 o537/

-2l

APPENOIX AN



P

TSA BAY

HA

R COLMAND

N
Al

d e

-2 FIFTH BONBL

ND

I

TARGET INFORLMATION ME

TO

=

.
N

OF INFORIIATION

-
I
Al

SOURC:

GONDOR  POINT

AWAR POINT

FFO 58-H 27 Feb.,

500th Sq,

1944 .
345th Bomb Gro .
Sq Order over Target - éﬁﬁ@;

Aititude: 8BOuu Fru.

Time over Target: 1536/L

Crew observ. bombing efficlency - BX.
e - Crew reports of bomb hits - 40
T~ Took photos :
T -~ Other planes

.
~

HANSA

NUB!A PLANTA

TION
e

S
. ‘_“D —

A 2y

HANSA BAY

LONG 144*50'€ LATO® K S
o o o
$ o S K S $ e
A A s
T R T g
§ § § 8

V BoMBER GOMMAND
SEPT 3, 1943

" {4
A PP B 2ND AAF PHOTO INTELL DET

1]

Reproduced by 8th Fhoto Sgdn



\ Wakde 1. 'OQ 4

+]
?_Mmfe ST. MATITHIAS 15l

New Harover

PACIFIC | OCEAN

L2

W

S
°(f°‘/c<@
O G

Blupblup ! , | : BISMARCK

*)
QMafmm /.
\"/lansa 'Ea y

(_
" - (;CZ/'OVC /.

bag §/ o
.cwgf/ﬁ?"’ e G Yrnea /.
'er/'s/mfefr L on 9 / .
ada.ry n/ogwa / alasea
o ‘(/ o Ui Ca pe uvcester oSk 111
- < Y 22
W r Sardor '?i . ] Natamo \
Gall Sio % 2 A / % R
/ Gosapl. T SYLW
Bera Béra =

> —\L&" Arawe M .
hsc//a/@n - asmata

Salarmava Heror

Gl f

I R

................

FACIFIC | OCEAN

......................

] MAP REF;- -
................................... . SHIP SIGHTINGS MAP( INTELLI.
GENCE SUMMARY, NO. 168 ).

Gion 24Buna
Noranda

Y567 Boateurrse|

) B5th B5.aGP.
App e P8

, ATyl ey

|



29 Pebruary, 19l

Subject: Narrative Report ou Missica FFO 59-8, Performed by Seven Planas of
the 500th Bomb Squadron (M) Februsry 28.
Objective: Stores and Supplies -~ MOMOTE AREA.

To : COMMANDING GENERAL, Fifth Air Force, APO 925.

4+ GEKERAL

{&) The destruction by strafing and minimum altitude bombing of
stores in designated dump areas, three on LOS NEGROS ISLAND and four near
LORENGAU AIRDROME on MANUS ISIAND, was the mission given to 21 B-25D=-1's from
three aquadrons of this Group. Five hundred pound bosbe were specified. It
was planned that our attack would be coardinated with a strike by the 38th
Boad Group. Their target lay in an area which included MOMOTE DROME and over
which we wers specifically instructed not to fly. HNo fighter cover was
plamned. A no-bomb, no-strafing area including the South shore of LOS KEGROS
ISIAKD and the Scuth shore of the Sasternm end of MANUS ISLAND, was establish-
ed by an East-West line just above PAPITALAI VILLAGE cn the East and about
eight miles above BIRD ISIAND BAY on the West. Demarkation of the Western
border of the area was a North-South lins along the Western share of this bay.
To the Zast the no-strafing, no-tombing area adjoined the area ovar shich we
weres instructed not to fly.

(b) The Group sssembled at 2500 fest after taksoff, making one circls
over Strip L befors thay proeeeded on course. No rendegvous with the 38th
Group was planned. As a matter of fact, their planes were not seen and it is
undarstood that they wers turned back by weather. _

(c) The ADMIRALTY GROUP LOS NECRCS ISLAND was subjected toc a low
level attack by 7 B~25's of ocur Squadren on Pebruary 28. Three large supply
aress were woell bombed and strafed but the obsarved results were few. Some
five or 8ix explosions followed a bomb burst in SALAKI PLANTATION, and the
jetty near PAPITALAI MISSION STATION was believed damaged by strafing. Five
500 pounders, 8/11 sscond delay fuse, were plunked in Target LD, an irregular
area roughly 1000 X 1200 yards lying just North of Hyane Harbor; 16 bosmbs in
Target 2D, & 40O yards wide area extending nearly two miles along the N/T
road which runs through SALAKI PLAMTATION to the western shore of the ISLAND,
and & 500 yard wide area along the share a mile each way from the M/T road
terminusj and four bembs in Target 9D, an irragular area at PAPITALAI MISSION
STATION extending approximatsly 1300 yards along the northeast shore, and 800
yards along the northwest shore to a depth of 200 to 300 yards. All targets
were given a good strafing. :

(d) 1. There was nil interception.

2. Nil Allied or enemy plane losses were r7>arted.

() Takeoff: From Strip Ho L at 1015/1 to 1018/L.

Rendesvous: The Group assembled over Strip L shortly after take-
off. ’

Attack: Supplies and Stores, KONOTE AREA, at 1235/L to 1250/L.

Landing: Strip L at 1503/L to 1505/L.

-1«
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Rarrative Repart FFU 595 coatinued.

(f) Route: H&WAB-WVALXM-WMWM-W

2. AIRPLANES COF THE 500TH SQUADRCH IN THE ATTACK
or Fain was Group Commander on this ion. Our Squadron, with

FIRST PLIGHT SECOMD FLIGHT
A/P L30 - Major Hagest A/P 059 = Lt Davis
A/P 030 = Lt Pritashall A/P 176 = Lt Finnegan
A/P 351 - Lt Ames A/P 063 = Lt Ranicin

A/P 278 « Lt Geer

3« DETAILS OF THE MIS3ICH

(8) 1. Maj Bagest with Lts Pritashall and imes on his right and
Mtnmmmunhmmmmmmmmmmmd
-following & ccurse of approximately 300° swept across targets LD and 2D to the
Jetly area. He then cirgled wids to t 2 ona
heading this tinmg of carrying &cross to 90 whence he eontinued over the
ISIAND breaking away to the South. One bomb from Maj Hagest's plans hi
in the water by PAPITALAI MISSION STATION and four boabs which Lt Ames
tcllahortoftarpthn',anhndinginthcntqr. Othafwise all bombs
this flight found their marks squarely in the assigned targets. The
planes raked the targets with some 7,000 rounds of fifty calibre fire.

2. Lt Davis with Lt Finnegan on his right wing, Lt Renkia en

thelort,mstamenmcmrightcfthadmntronmdmﬂrat
flight in their passes over the assigned targets. They boabed and strafed the
&reas, and followed iaj Hagest in his withdrawal. Lt CGeer, a litile above
target LD on the initial run, dropped four bombs cutside that ares, and Lt
Rankin dropped ons Just outside LD to the South. The remaining bombs of this
flight were on the targets. They also.strafed well, baing carsful not to
throw any fire into the restricted areas.

(b) &/a was described as light, slight, inaccurate to accurate at
tha levsl of our planes.

(¢) There was no fighter cover as according to plan.

(d) 1. Two ef our planes received holes from A/A, one by an esti-
mated 2Cam and the other by .50 calibre fire. :

2. No enemy planes were shot down in combat.
(e) There were nil injuries to personnsl of this Squadron.

L. IECOMMENDATIONS FOR AWARDS
Ne awards are recomnended.

5. APPEHUILES
(&) Appendix "A% - Bombing, strafing and photographic tables.
(b) Appendix "B" - Sketch of bombing run and bomb hits.
{¢) Appendix sC" - Sketch showing routs to and from target.

6. ADDITIOHAL SIGHTINGS '
Twelve to fifteen probable nutive huts were reported on the southern
- 2 -



Narrstive Repart FFO 59-8 continued.

upuamzmmnexmmjetwuu. The roads in SALAMI PILANTATION
appeared to be well used.

7. PHOTO INTERPRETATION
No photographs bave been received at the time of filing this reparti.

For the Squadron Commender:

Jon C. HANEA

3 - Incls

Incl 1 - appendixz "A"
Incl 2 - Appendix "B"
Incl 3 - Appendix ®C"

-3 -
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TOTL 35 500 1b Demo 8/11 second 25 5 S

STRAFING TABLE

A/P LOCALITY PIHE TYSE EXPCSURES REMARKS
RCUCTE 1230/L = 1250/L . K=20 Fi)
030 " | " K-21 30
063 " " K-21 30
278 " . K-21 I%
TOTAL MOMUTE 1235/ = 1250/L  R-20 & K21
APPENDIX w=an
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FFO Lo-F 20 February, 180
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altitude:  5C/100 Feet.
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CFFICE OF THE INTRLLIQGENCE OFPICER
500th Bombardment Squadraon (M)
3L5th Bowmbardment Group
APC T13, Unit 1 JCH/rpb

1 March, 1944

Subjeot: MNarrative Repart on Mission FFO 60-8, Performed by Five Planes of

the 500th Bomb Squadron February 29, 19uL.
ObJjective: Growtid Support, LOS NEGROS ISIAND; Secondary, LOU ISIAND.

To ¢t COMMANDING GENERAL, Fifth Air Force, APC §25.

I. OENERAL ’ :

(2) Four squadrons of six planes each of the 3LSth Bomb Croup were
ordered to give ground support for landing operations on MANUS ISLAND Febe
ruary 29th as requested by the control ship. Ihe attack, if needed, was to be
made by strafers at minimum altitude with a load ef five X 500 pound demo
bambs, 8/11 second delay fuse, per airplans. The first ‘squadron was to take .
off at first light, followed by the other squadrons at hourly intervals be-.
ginning at 0710/L. All planes wars to remain on call in the vicinity of MANUS
ISIAND for two hours if their fuel supply allowed, or less if released by the
control ship. The secondary target was LOU ISLAND, south of the ADMIRALYY
GRCUP. The squadrons were to be provided with area cover.

) (b) There was no Group assembly as each squadron took off at one
hour intervals and proceeded xt thout close cover direct to target area.

(c) Unable to give ground support to landing operations February 29
bscause of weather, five B-25D-1's of our squadron dropped 25 X 500 pound
bombs, 8/11 second delay in a minimum altitude bombing and strafing attack on
villages on LOU ISIAND, the secondary target. Four bombs fell in the water,
but the remainder dropped on laud, and a small Buropean type building was
destroyed. The villages on this island and huts on Pi¥ ISIAND were strafed.
Cne of our planes turned back before reaching the target because of turret
trouble. No enemy opposition was encountersd.

(d) 1. There was nil interception.

2. Nil 4llied or enemy plancs losses wers reportad.
(e) Take-off: From Strip L at 0609/L to 0811/L
Rendezvous: Nil.
Attacks 1120/L to 1132/L at 50/150 feet on LOU ISLAND.
Landing: Strip L at 1336/L to 13L0/L

(f) Routes NADZAB - PAX ISLAND - LOU ISLAND.

2. AIRPIANES OF THE SOOTH SGUADRCH IN THE ATTACK _
Major Marston, Assistant Group Operations Officer, led our Squadron
which was the third one to takeoff. The Squadron formation was composed as
follows:

FIRST FLIGHT SFCOND FLIGHT
A/P 059 - Major Marston A/P 254 - Lt Shirreffs
A/P 276 - Lt Doman A/P 37X - Lt Mitchell
A/P L30 ~ Lt Davis A/P 335 =~ Lt Frey



Rarrative Report, FPQ 60-C ccntim@.

Lt Mitchell, 4/P 371, turnad baek at 0520/1, due to turret failurs.
3. DETAILS OF THE KISSICN

#ton called JUMBO, the cmﬁ-ollhip,tndinfmdthntholqudronhad
arrived. He received no snswer, but at 1020/L Lt Skirrsffs, No 2 flight leader,
received instructions to stand by for orders. Weather becaxme ateadily worse,
lndenrcrmmmblotoseeﬁuhndingmﬁm. At 1115/1 our squad-
rmmrshuodbymountmtome.'mphms then headed for the

close by; Lt Davis dropped five bombs on BaUNET VILLAGB) Lt Daman dropped five
bosbe 8lightly north of MOIANGUN VILLAGK; Lt Frey dropped five in tha vieinigy
of & red roofed, Kuropean typohmetwoandm'a-haxnlanorthmtot

(¢) There was ares fighter cover only.
(d) 1. N4l of our A/P'3 were dumaged .

2. No enemy planes shot down in combat.
(e) None of our personnel was injured.

L. RECOMUENDATIONS Foo awagng
il <

5e¢ APPENDIXES
a4) Appendix maw _ Bormbing, sirafing and Photographic sables.
(v) Appendix wmw . Sketch of bombing run ena bomb hits,.
(¢) Appendix wcw . Sketek showing route to and from target.

6. ADDITICNAL SIGHTINGS '
Three possible barges near shore in PUPUORT BAY on the south gide of
LOU ISLAND. Two/three probable barges and 15/20 native boats beached on southe
west shore of BALUAN ISLAND.

7+ No photographs ware taken by this Squadrea.

For the Squadron Coomander:

JOHN C. HAKNA
Captain, Air Corps
3 ~ Incls Intelligence Officer
Inel 1 - Appendix aan ©
Incl 2 ~ Appendix uge
Incl 3 - Appendix sgw
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BOMBING TALLE

A/P NO. BOMBS WEICHY TYFE DELAY ..ON TAHGET  IW WATER SALVORD
059 5 500 b1} neao 8/11 sece. . w. -2

278 5 " : 5

430 5 " " 7 ] : [ _

254 [ " " » o 2

15 g " n ] ’

%TAL 25 20 1b Demo 8/11 sec. > » 4

STRAFING TABLE
"e50 CALIERE : "o30 CALIERE

A/® ROUNDS CARZ'D EXPENDED _HALFUNCTIONS ROUNDS CARR'D EXPENDED VALFURCT.
059 4,000 1,100 o h,ooo —

k30 4,000 ~ 1,050 L u,ooo —

L - 4,000 “———  Electriecal fail- 4,000 —
335 4,000 1,200 ure. 411 3 gun.l,000 £00

ICTAL 20,000 1,225 © _ 20,000 £00

Nil photographs taken.

APPEEDIX ®AM

COWNFPIVDEWTIAL
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